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Questions tax understanding of state

BY BILL COUTANT
STAFY WRITER

" So far, tho local response to the
‘achool funding -and tax reform
ballot p: 1l seems lul

poyers and the manner in which

tho Legislature and governer

camo up with the plan lingored.
Anderson described the process

at best.
“ Deputy stato treasurer ond
Farmington resident Madhu An-
derson apoke about the differenc-
s in the state bailot proposal and
the fall-back proposal at & Farm-
‘ington Arca Chember of Com-
merce tuncheon Jan, 28.

Although reaction varied, ques-
2lons about the effects of elther
‘proposal on businesses and tax.

whereby I kers arrived at the
two.option tax plen as a
“marathon, hellish seaslon.”
Unlike many of the plans to
chango the way the state pays for
public education, the proposal
voters will declde March 15 will
not mean staying with the current
property-tax-based system if it
falls. The stato would then revert
to o syatem that would increase
the income tax end single busi-

ness taxes as well as keep n 12-
mil property tax provision.

“There ia no going back,” An-
derson told the nudience of about
50 business and civic leaders at
the Hollday Inn,

The ballot proposal would in-
crease the sales tax by 2 percent
but would lawer the income tax
nnl(lil roll back property taxcs to 6
mills.

“This would give us s more bal-
anced tax structure,” said Ander-
son, who graduated from the Uni-
versity of California at Berkeloy

beforo carning a master’s in pub-
lic policy from the University of
Michigan at Ann Arbor. “Wo are
the ninth-highest in taxes in the
notion, and we have the highest
flat rate of income tax,” sho said.

But Anderson is battling a per-
ception among many that the
choice is tho lesser of two evila
pushed on votera by a state gov-
ernment that did not do its job.

“I'm not impressed with either
plan,” said Farmington Hills City
Councilwoman Cheryl Oliverio. “1
don't know how I'll vote. I still

1 Cold creation: Ice sculptor Jim Nadeau puts finishing touches on his grand piano creation as part of a fund-

A raising brunch Sunday at the Botsford Inn to benefit the Farmington Area Philharmonic. For story on the

philharmonic and its performances, see Page 3C.

JOHN STORMZANINSTARY PIOTOGHAPHER

don't think they've addressed tho
quality of schoola fssue.”

Hills Mayor Larry Lichtman
said although he would probably
vote for the ballot proposal, the

Legislature had fallen down on

the job.

“Personally, 1 think the ballot
proposal is a better cholee,” he
said. “It lowers the income tax,
maintains the current single busi-
ness tox and increases the seles
tax, which spreads the load. But
I'm disappointed. The Legisla-
ture did a poor job."

proposals

The proposal was first billed as
property tex reform, then school
financing reform, Lichtman said;
That flip-flop won’t improve :its
chances with voters, he said. Al-
though the ballot proposal would
help outstate districts, it proba-
bly would not do much for most
districts in Qakland County, in-
‘cluding Farmington, Lichtman

said.

Hilla city manager Bill Costick
said he belleves the issucs of reve-
nue sharing for cities and the me-
chanics of implementing either
plan will not be a problem.

Sentencing set in
sex assault on boy

By BiLL COUTANT
STAFF WRITER

After o ycar, the ordeal of a
Farmington Hills boy should end
with the sentencing of the Livonia
man convicted of sexually abus-
ing him.

Gerald Joseph Bouer Jr., 32,
will be sentenced Feb. 7 in Oak-.
land Circuit Court by Judge
Denise Langford-Morris for the
criminal sexual assault of the boy,
now 12, Bauer pleaded no contest
on Jan. 10

“It's been ogonizing for both
him and his family and friends
who have supported him,” sald
Bauer's attorney David Goreyca,
“He wants to go on with his life
and, believe it or not, he wants
(the boy) to not have to go
through the process of a trial.”

Bauer, who taught sixth grade
at St. Poul's Lutheran School in
Northville at the time of the inci-
dent in January of 1993, has since
resigned his position and taken
another job in a nonteaching pro-
fession, Gorcycea said.

Bauer pleaded no contest to the

land County, said there was no
doubt that Bauver had committed
the crimes.

“Absolutely!” she sald. “He
sexunlly nssaulted a child and
there was penctration,”

Goreyca said that his client
called off a predisposition Investi-
gation in May that would have
predicted his possible sentence.” -

“They wanted him to edmit to
things that he did not do,” Gorey-
ca said.

The no contest plea sometimes
{8 used to avoid civil prosecution
in criminal matters, but Goreyca
said that was not his client’s reas
son for the plea. :

Bauer was convicted of one
count of first degree criminal sex-
ual conduct and onc count of sec-
ond degree criminal sexual con-
duct. Although he could face;up
to life for the first-degree convic-
tion, Bauer hos no criminal histo-
ry and is employed, The sentenc-
‘ing guidelines call for 36 to 86
months, Gorcyca said. R

Mags said she thought those

charges because, al for sen-
tencing purposes it serves ns a
guilty plea, it is not an admission
of guilt.

But Pamele Maas, assistant

p and unit
for child sexual assault for Oak-

were appropriste, al-
though the judge does not have to
follow them.

She rejected previous claims
that the child’s parents had not
been getting along and that the
boy wanted attention.
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* The Downtown Development
-* Authority and Downtown Farm-
- ington Business Association plan
“to have lunch soon to discuss
~ whether they'll be having lunch in
the future,

o So sbout the

dprl

DDA plans lunch to chew
on business group’s future

#‘It's the same poo-
plo going to the same
meotings.’

M'Llr Tabach:

The committee, which includes
many DFBA members, met for
the first time Jan. 21,

Members of the DDA promo-
tions group' include: Jerry

Vi owner of the Bon Ton

DFBA vice president,
DDA board member

: me are
“zviability of the DFBA, which is a
“yoluntary group started by busi-
“ness owners and merchants in
1986 to market end B

Tuesday's DDA meeting, the
board axreecl to send & ’letu:r to

+.'downtown,

DFBA vice president and DDA
“*board member Michelle Jokacki
- snid only six people attended the
. last DFBA meeting.

- Some sec the nuthority and
{.DFBA as duplicating efforts, ea-
;. pecially with the DDA recently
* forming its own promotions com-
+ mittee.

;. “Its_the same people,” said
i” Jakacki, who is olso a membor of
i the ai 1 com-

DFBA sup-
port prior to their Feb. 22 lunch-

eon.

“I think it's too premature to
say you don’t need a DFBA be-
cause of the special assessment,”
said Farmington city manager
Frank Lauhoff. “I think it is im-
portant for the DFBA to continue.
1 think they bring a different por-
spectiva at times,

“I don't want to see government
take over f’.hc whole interests of

mittee, “It’s tho same people
going to the same meetings.”

" Added to that is the DDA’s re-
:* cent special assessment on down-
:town buslnesses, which is ear-
"’ marked for promotion and mar.
‘keting. The assessment was
*enacted in December to make up
lost tax increment financo (TIF)
“Zmoney with the state abolishing
< school property tax.

» DFBA members are already
:* paying $160 — $100 of which goes
:% to promotion — in addition to the
;= speclol assessment.

©“ "DDA board members urged
DFBA not to be too hasty; They
want the group to continue. At

'+ Alexander Hamilton Life will
+~ bring the Spencer Haywood Foun-
tion drug abuse prevention pro-
, “Cholces,” to Harrison
igh School at 8:30 a.m. Friday,

ob. 4.

About 750 students and Hamil-
i+ ton employees will gather st Har-
«zrison High School, on 12 Mile,
Zeast of Orchard Lake Road, to
‘Zwatch “Choices.” The two-hour

features Spencer Hay-

2 succumbed to a dual eddiction of
%cocaine and alcohol, and Walt

Maddox, lead singer of the Mar.
+2cels, famous for their 609 hit, the
‘24bom.b-bom" version of “Blue

DDA board president Robert
Fitzpatrick said the DFBA's sup-
port ia still needed. The special
assessment doesn't mean the
DDA has mor¢ money for promo-
tions, ho added.

The DFBA develops its promo-
tiona! ideas, s majority of which
aro pald for through the DDA,
Jokacki sald.

DDA director Judy Downey
said tho promotions committee
wasn't formed with the Intention
of doing away with DFBA. She
wanted the DDA to be account-
able to downtown morchants, es-
pecinlly with tho new special as-
seasment.

:Drug abuse prevention program set

Moon."

Maddox’s musical message —
“Find your dream and make it
happen” — Is presented along
with Haywood's powerful telling
of the cholces which led to his
loss of $10 million in contracts
and endorsements, a champion.
ahip ring, and five yeara of his life.

Hamilton was instrumental in
bringing Haywood and Maddox to
thousands of Detroit-area stu.
dents {n 1993,

“We feel that our succesa is in
the hands of local young people,”
aaid Gary Gilmer, president and

"CEO of the Farmington Hills-

W
Shoppe; Dennis Page, owner of
Page's Restaurant; Sandy
McClelland, owner of Carousel
Kids; Greg Hohler, owner of the
Civic Theatre; and Jakacki, owner
of Focal Point Studios.

“I wanted to have n cross sec-
tion of merchants to give input
.. . I wont merchants in the dls-
trict to know they have more of a
say in what's going on,” Downey
said.

Jokacki and other members
don't sce the DFBA disbanding,
but rather redefining its role.

DFBA and DDA board member
Craig Grace sald the group could
evolve into more of a social outlet.
The $160 annunl dues could be
acaled down to reflect the change,
he sald.

Grace (ccls the DDA’s special
assessment was only one reason
for the DFBA's purpose to be
questioned. He said recently lack
of membership was causing the
businesses owners in the service
industry to make decisions for re-
tail merchants,

Another problem was chain
stores such s T.J. Maxx, Pier
One and Dress Barn couldn’t par-
ticipate in the DFBA because
their corporate offices wouldn't
let them, he added.

“The main voices we wore look-
ing for, wo couldn't capture
them,” Graco sald.

based firm,

. “Our future employces attend
K-12th grades in the area achool
systems. If they fail, we fail. Right
now they're struggling with drug
and alcoho!l abuse, toen pregnan-
y, violence and poor academic
skills. Because of this we must
maks certain our dollars are spent
properly in these areas.”

The Harrison High site for
“Cholces” will mark the end of
two weeks in 18 Dotroit elementa-
ry and middle schools. It will also
ba the first chance Hamilton em-'
ployees will have to witness thoir
philanthropic dollars at work in
their home community.




