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Take time to prepare for spring

BYMARGE ALPERN
SFECIAL WRITER

Gardeners, it'a time to tako a
rest! That is what all of nature is
dolng now. The earth necds this
time to lio fallow if it is to como
alive in a fow months and bring
forth beauty and bounty, We, too,
aro given these quist months to
rest, contemplate, regroup and
prapare ourselves for the renewed
lifg of apring.

.'I:ha Chinese have an encourag-
ing-ancient saying: “The harsher
the winter, the more beautiful the
apring.” If this is true, spring
1994 should break all records, just
as_the severe winter of 1994 has

dope,

"I,‘hu bitter cold, the frozen soll
ang. the heavy blanket of snow
shoild bring forth tremendous
growth, Snow, which farmers call
“the poor man's fertilizer,” sends
voluable nitrogen deep down into
the soll and the abundant mols-
ture goes to the farthest roots of
the largo trees,

There 1s very little work to be
done outside now, but it is still
the gardener's pleasure to tramp
through the snow and check it all
out.’ Knock the icicles off the
hogpe, check the bird feeders, but
don’t take a broom to the snow-
laden evergreen boughs, The lat-
est roports indicate that more
branches are broken by a well-in.
tentioned homeowner than by the
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Hamamells variety, “Armold’s
Promiac” for bloom in the house,
This small shrub thrives at the
edgo of the shade garden in acld
soi} end is the ficst shrub to
bloom in early spring, at least a
month before the forsythia, The
golden yellow, ribbon-lika flowers
cascade down, making an unusual
and welcome display. I'm
surpriged it len't used more wide-
ly, and I recommend you consider
plantingit.

The rhododendrons, which
ghare the protected northern
shade area with the witch-hazel,
also have a winter featuro that 1
enjoy. They are true thermome-

ters,
During the cold weathor tho
ly and

swollen buds on the vigorous
“rhodics,” They are promiscs of
spring from these priceloss land-
marks in the shade garden, Wilt-
Pruf can bo used on any broad-
leafed or narrow-leafed evergreen
that Is in a location where it geta
dangerous oxposure.

Checking up
Th grasses

Hardware, 1260 8. Woodward in

Decorating Den, the largest
in.h interlor di i

Color trends shown

by Decorating Den _interlor
d showing colors that

Birmingham, offers o fine service.
They sharpen all small hand gar-
den tools as well as hedge cuttors,
scissors and knives. If you bring
tho tools in on Monday, you can
pick them up on Thursday, or

. bring them in on Thursday and

pick them up tho following Tues-
day.

o tal
have definitely lost their proud
magnificence, and the dancing
parchment-colored plumes and
flowing foliage no longer look so
stunning. Any day now I will be-
come really tired of them and cut
them down to the ground as the
first step in the spring cleanup.
The low-growing grasscs
shouldn’t be cut back until later,
after the new growth is well up. At
th‘at t'lm‘o the oldj(allngo can be

leaves hang almost \|

look wizened and dead. At 40 de-
grees they automatically perk up
and are proudly held horizontally.
It is as though they arc waving
ond signalling us to give them
their sccond application of Wilt-
Pruf, which s available at many
hardware and garden supply

stores,

Wilt-Pruf {8 an organic, non-
hazardous film protector that
should’ be opplied at tempora-
tures of 40 degrees or ebove. The
firat coat goes on in November or
December and the second one in

weight of the snow, late winter. These two coats help
prevent winter burn when drying
Promising plants winds and frozen ground deprive

This {8 the first year I have
forced the witch-hazel shrub,

the plants of their natural moia.
ture. Check out the numerous

The dahlia tubers have been
resting in the cool, dark basement
in boxes and bags of peat moss,
Onco ot twice during tho winter I
sprinkle a cup or two of warm wa-
ter over the peat moss and stir It
up. The tubers shauldn't bo al-
Towed to dry out nor to becomo 8o
molst that disease and rot setin.

1 don't take them out of the
pent or divide them until just a
few weeka before planting time,
Starting them Indoors too early
produces weak and spindly young

shoots,

If yau didn't check your garden
cquipment in the fall, now is
good time to clean [t up and get it
ready, The Neighborhood Pro

d's fast and Inex-
pensive sorvice has been a real
help to me. Old, even cheap
pruners are greatly improved and
go through the gardening sesson
with blades I can count on.

Indoor activity
Indoors tho story is much the
same, !t.’n alll|l‘winu:r. But the

franchiso company, will hoat a
free decorating workehop, “To-
day’s Color Trends for the
Home,"” 7:30 p.m. Thursday,
Feb. 10, at the Gueat Quarters
Hotel in Troy.

Seating I8 limited. Call 1.
313-513-6900 for reservations
and information,

This workshop will demon-
strate the latest in decorating
tipa and ideas to enhance your
home, and offer exciting ideas
on the latest information about
the color fashions for your
home in the 1990, The presen-
tation will featuro before and
after slides of rooms that have

on Mo d q

roflect each homeowner's life-
style.

The event ia sponsored by
Louise_Oliver, Patricia Duf-
field, Shirloy Burg and Paula
Martin, all of Decorating Den.

Decorating Den s a com-
plete In-home affordable deco-
rating service established 26
yeara ago, with more than 1,200
franchise owners. These interi-
or decorators bring thousands
of somples of drapery, furni.
ture, carpot, wallcoverings and
more to thelr customers’ homes
or offices in speciatly equipped
Colm-“Vnna. Consultations are

Y.

h they aren't
actively growing, are quite do-
manding. The soil dries out rap-
idly in our overheated, under-
humidified homes, Even if the
soil isn't dry, often the foliage {8
stressed and [ooks dehydrated.

Frequent dusting, sponging or
misting will not only help plants
look their best, it will also help
guarantee them getting through to
spring. As the days lengthen and
early growth activity is visible, a
weak dilution of fertilizer can bo
judiciously applied.

Nature 18 getting restless and
will soon stretch and wake up.
How abaut you?

Marge Alpern is a Birmingham-
based freelance writer and avid
gardener,

Project display offers you a special look

What would you lock like as an
Asian woman? How about s
Hispanic man or a black child?
The Morph program, which will
be on display as a part of The
Colored Muscum Project in Ann
Arbor, will let you find out.

Your image will be input by a
video camera onto a computer
gereen. From there, you can ma-

nipulate your looks.

'p?_m. weekdays.

‘This weeklong project is de-
signed In four parts: an exhibit on
blacks clemniclh:g th‘ejr 'hlatnry

which will kick off tho week's ac.
tivities. Call 313-763-9713 for in-
formation and a complete sched.
ule of readings and symposium
activities,

“The Colored Muscum” will
run 8 p.m. Feb, 10 and 12-16, with
a late show 10:30 p.m. Friday,
Feb, 11, and o matince 4 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 13. A special benefit
performance and reception will
take place 7 p.n. Feb, 11

All performances will be in the
Trucblood Theatre, in the Frieze

Iding on Stafe Street in Ann

through p a8
production of George Wolfe's
award-winning play, “The Col-
ored Muscum”; a symposium
featuring major Amedgﬂn artiste;

Arbor. Tickets are $12 general, $6
students and $26 for the special
benelit. All proceeds ralsed from

fund for

and a series of play I
The Colored Muscum Project
was named after Wolle’s play,

th‘e_produ:ﬂnn will go toward es.
H 1 Anrehi

students of color to attend the
University of Michigan and study

in the performing arts, For ticket
information, call the League
Ticket Office at 313-764.0450.

ple Rose Theatre and film actor
(“Gettysburg,” “The Butcher's
Wife,” “Arachnaphobia™); Oz
Scott, Broad: and TV dl

‘The exhibita will be dlaplayed
in the Fricze Building and can be
viewed before and after the pro-
duction.

The symposium will begin 1:30
p.m. Saturday, Feb, 12, in the
Rackham Auditorium and will
feature major American play-
wrights, directors and performers.
The topic will be “Multi-ethnic
Theater in the 21st Century.”
Panel discussions will explore
how theater must reflect Ameri-
ca's changing ethnic identity.

Panelistz  include Ntozake
Shange, nuthor of “For Colored
Girls Who Have Considered Sul.
cide/When the Rainbow Is Enuf™;
Jeff Daniels, creator of The Pur-

Baikida Carroll, composer; Dawn
Chiang, Broadway lighting de-
signer; Vellna Hasu Houston,
playwright (“Tea and Necessi-
tles"); OyamO, playwright (“The
Resurrection of Lady Lester");
Jude Narita, award-winning play-
wright and actress; Ken Johnson,
assoclate artistic director of
Crossroads Theatre; Ruben Sier-
ta, Los Angeles director; and Vie-
tor En Yu Tan, award-winning
lighting designer.

In addition to the panels, a se-
ries of readings of plays written
by the attending artists will be
presented daily Feb. 1115 in the
Frieze Building.

Create dream kitchen

Deaign the kitchen you've al-
ways wanted during a series of
free seminars at Ethan Allen In.
terlors, 16700 Middlebelt, Livo-

nla.

The series will bo led by Mary
Ford, Ethan Allen Kitchen spe-
cinlist and certified kitchen de-
signer with more than 15 years ex-
perience in kitchen design and ro-
maodeling.

She will share key design prin-
ciples behind creating the kitchen
that's right for you, She'll be on
hand after cach seminar to an-
awer individual questions,

Topics include:

B “Creating the Kitchen of Your
Dreams,” 2:30-4 pm. Sunday,
Feb. 6 and March 6. An overview
of design considerations to keep

in mind when planning a func. -

tional, beautiful and efficiont

kitchen, Cabinet sclection and
costs will be covered.

® “Turning an Ugh into o Wow!,”
2:30-4 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 13 and
March 13, Learn design tips for
updating the look of an existing
kitchen and how to make what ex-
1sts more functional,

& “Creating a Kitchen that Re-
flects Your Decor,” 2:30-4 p.m.
Sunday, Feb, 20 and March 20,
Find out how to coordInate kitch-
en decor with the arcas of your
home that open up to tho kitchen
ppace. Learn shout appropriate
window and wall treatments as
well as selecting other kitchen
products.

Light rofreshments will follow
the seminars,

Call or stop by to make a reaer-
vation: 313-261-7780.

Call For Free,

 Current Market
Conditlons

* Market Analysis

Everything You Always
Wanted To Know
About Real Estate

But Were Afraid

Private Consultation

« Mortgage Information

689-7300

WEIR, MANUEL, SNYDER & RANKE

To As
Yy

Print day
slated

“Tho Paint Creek
Canter for the Arts
will offer a one-ses-
ston adult workshop,
“Print Day,” 10 a.m.
o 4:30 p.m. Saturday,
F2b. 19,
=Bring your own neg-
atives and paper to
spend the day print-
igg. Workshop partic-
igiants should have

vious experience in
mck and white pho-
tography. The dead-
lihe for regiatration is
Wednesday, Feb. 9.
Ppr more information,
call-the PCCA at 810-
631-4110 between 10
agn, and § p.m. Tues-

FREE SEMINAR

SELLING
Your

@y-sm\ltdny.

: B N .

PIA sets (Come to a Free Seminar on Home Selling)
fraining

N A panel of speakers, Including sy d real estate columnist Tom Ervin,
fd}:’u"mﬁfeg":‘; will discuss the following and much more...

zgret and aasist visi- ® What con be done to make sure your home selis for top dollar?
ﬁ;ﬂ‘i:' :‘t‘:h:‘l‘;:‘l“‘m W How much Is too much fo ask for your home?

Tostituta of Arts. B Whoat are the benefits of working with a REALTOR®?

No special qualifi- B How can you speed the sale of your home?

cations or bﬂ"“ﬁ'_‘l’_:i"d | How con you become informed about the home selling process?

B o will take m /s seller-financing right for you?

wird, For mors infor-
mmtlon, call 833.0247
between 9 am. and &

Holiday Inn Livonia West
17123 N, Lourel Park Drive

- Limitod Seating -~
Call 478-1700, ext, 241

Tuesday, February 8, 1994 o 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

WESTERN WAYNE OARLAND COUNTY

ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS®

Sponsored by:

@bs%tmmm

——

A cannad good donatlon Is requestod in lieu of any admission fee.
o f—1—] Food collected will b given to the Salvation Army for distribution to those in noed.

REALIOR®

1. Desimpel consteuctlan,
view of the surround

1964, (¢ has four bedrooms (2 up & 2 down),
0 4,700 sq. ft. of liviag space, Its high quality of consgruction s
steiking even for prestiglous Bloomfield Hills. tn adidition to its supcth Walter
this home has theee fircplaces and a spectacular
ing, wooded teerain from most rooms.

“This Williamsburg Inspired ranch on 1.64 + acres has walk-out lower level and
I» within walking distance of the Cranbrook Educatianal Community. Bullt (a

s baths (212 up, 1 down) and

alarm sysem.
Shown Dy Appolntment Only

Trust Real Estate

2250 QUARTON ROAD
CITY OF BLOOMFIELD HILLS

The sccluded home s shiclded from Quarton Road by s deep sciback, ma.
ture fandscaplag and long circular drive, Some of dts amendties Include: Spa-
clous entry hall with brick foor, living mom with natural Rreplace and French
door Jeading to a rear batcony which also accesses the master bedroom, dia-
ing room with iis own unlque brick faced fircplace with saiscd
room whose brick Roor matches the brick of the entry hall, Mutschlcr kitchen
fully equipped with a wet hae pass-through 1o the dinlng room, half hath off
Kltchen, master bedroom with private bath and balcony, three car attached
garage with power door apencrs, Inground sprinkler system, aule fan and

. COMERICA BANK

hearth, sun

Offercd at $749,000

@13 222-6219

HERE'
A

Carol Hosner has been a
real estate professional for 5 years
and sold over $500,000 in one
month during 1993,

‘This West Bloomfield resi-
dent is perfectly suited for the real
¢state business, She is Director of
her Cass Lake Woods subdivision
assoclation and having recently pur-
chased anolder home, Carol is now
lmh? process of renovating it

Wa're proxd to Aave Carol on oxr team!

[<.1N-]TTT] N8N SCHWEITZER
LU LIS AN REAL ESTATE.
RESICENTIAL REAL ESTATE

Tvo,
901 mi: Dr,
879-3400




