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Court tries to keep

. BY RALPH R, ECHTINAW
- Brarr Werres

! The following article is the first
} in a series on the Oakland County
i Probate Court, which rules over
1 many important aspects of peo-
 ple’s lives, from sentencing juve-
* nile delinquents to granting name
: changes and guardianships to
: colr:mx'tting people to state hospi-
: tals.

Tueadny momings are motion

+. days for Judge Barry Grant. A

: vast parade of citizens and attor-
neya pass before his bench pro-

. posing and opposing conservator.

2 ships, will resolutions, guardian-

ships and name changes.

Boring? Perhaps at times, but
don't tell that to the people who
heard this story:

A well.dressed and _attractive

. woman leaned tentatively over
. the microphone and asked Grant
! that she be permitted to give up
. e co-guardlan of her 13-year-old
+ son, who lives with his father.

The noisy courtroom quickly

. turned quict. “I haven’t seen him
: since September,” she told Grant.

“1 haven't been very well, and I've
*. had somo finonciol setbacks.”

Grant was surprised that this

." woman, near teara at times, would
. forfeit the right to see her aon.
* “Do you miss your son?’ he
. asked. “Yes, I do," she replied.

Grant talked the woman out of

. waiving her co-guardienship and

asked her ex-husband to “do ev-
erything within your means to
have your son see his mother, go
out with his mother for lunch.”
The boy, Grant said, might be

Ustening: Probate Judge Barry Grant listens carefully as a woman brings her concern before the court the day

our photographer visited. She was not mentioned in the accompanying story.

peychologically harmed if his
mother gives up on him.,

Later, in his office, Grant said,
“A lot of times, when you try to
keep theso famllies together, it's
very difficult, I try to encourage
ihen,\ to communicate, That's the

ey.”

Another case that morning was
cqually polgnant. A husband end
wife appeared in court requesting
guardinnship of their grand-
daughter, whose mother died last
December and whose father is
facing a charge of {ly abus-

The father has pled innocent to
the charge, and through his attor.
ney, tried to block the grand-
parents’ request. Grant gave tem-
porary guardianship to the grand-
parents, and the fight will Hkely

ing the gitl,

See PROBATE COURT, 6A
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fur can be?

No matter what it is that needs to be done, undone or redone,
we can help.

Our home improvement loans are fast and affordable. And, we
have almost as many kinds of home improvement Joans as there
are home improvements, We have special loans sponsored by the
Michigan State Housing Development Authority. You may qualify
for aloan that will give you lower monthly payments, at reduced
interest rates, that are tax deductible. Or, you may choose togeta
conventional bank loan that may be better suited to your needs.
We'l also work with you to come up with a payment that fits into
your budget.

For more information, stop by any one of our offices. But
if it's more convenient, you can always call us at 281-5085.

Apply today for a home improvement loan from
First of America. It1l paint a smile on your face.

fli.t FIRSTOTAMERICA.

A bank for life~

d and Briarwood.

Competitive athletics ¢
Fabruary 5 through 7

Befora/aftor school programs |

Smalt class sizo
Individual attention
Nurturing of solf-est
Academic excellonce .
Foraign language

Take advantage of our axtended
cradit terms, Ask your sales
associate about speclal psyment
plans using our Home account of
our interaat freo 6-Month Club
Account. Protect the boauty of
your fur. Allow us to enroll you in
our exclusive fur maintenance,
storage and Insurance program;
“The Platinum Advantage? 1t
waorks.

Experienco the wondor of winter
in a fur from Hudson's. During our
Winter Fur Clearance, gou'll ind
an unprecedented gathering of
the season’s most stylish looks In
tich, wintary shades. You'll also
find updated versions of the
classics, an exciting range of fur
2and loather, fur outerwear and a
huga collection of beautifully
designed mink conts all at
Incredible savings.

Tultion Grants
Summer Progtam

Montessori Program for 3, 4, and 5 ycar olds
(Half and Full Day)

Contact: Julio Oldani, Director of Admission
647-8060

1020 East Syuaro Lako Road o Bloomfold Hills, Michigan
{Between Opdyke and Adams near the 1.75 Adams cxit)

it avadsble M Hudons:

Sadon Furs. Totsl
400. beied o show courtry of origin
urs.

Fi
And a5 always, we will make Aty
shopping oasler with spaclal
services tallored to your needs.

HUDSON'’S

: : Member FDIC. Eqral Howsing Lender. G :
I hearing impaired. TOD line arailable from 9-5 EST ot (800) Z89-4614. &

Valentine's Day is Monday, Feburary [4th

A 40%070 off

Shoes, Accessories and Handbags during our -~ L -

¢
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ition of quality,
+you willfind ;

Creatons Or Fine JEweLay Sca1925° - | Final Clearance Sale. )
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