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Rochester Hills firm on global computer team

By Douq FUNKE
BYAYY WiiTeR

A fledgling computer notwork ser-
vices company in Rochester Hills is
one of threo international firms that
wllljtcnm to cstablish a showroom ;:l'
My o . n

an
Beljing, China. .

SondA Internatlonal, founded hero
by Peter and Deborah Stephenson,
jolns Computers & Peripherals based

- -in Hong Kong end Chinn Intemnation-
al Software Engincoring in Beijing to

nounced.

“The ACIC will provide a configur-
able state.of-the-art multi-vendor,
multi-platform enterprise network,
which Chincse customors can use to
pre-test planned configurations,” said
Poter Stophonson,

“Since China is just entering thoe
notwork ago, this capability will add

. « . all technical aspects,” Stephen-
son anid,

“The Hong Kong partner and I have
baslcally put up all the cash neces-
sary,” ho sald, declining to provide a
speclfic number. *The China partner
was allowed by a governmont agency
to make arrangements for space inex-
ponsively. Vendors arc providing

i at no coat, .

greatly to as they

adopt now technologics. American

companies will benefit by having a

showplace for their producta is this
i ket,” he added.

birth the American Comp! Innova-
tion Centor,

The 11,000-square-foot ACIC, be-
lteved to be the first comprohensive,
indopendent integration conter to of-
fer multiple vondor. product to the
Chinese marketploace, ‘is expected to
open in carly Apri), the partners an.

g

SandA International, and its prime
subcontractor based in Edmonton,
will provide the system engincering
and support training services for
A

1C.
“Pm responsible for two areas —
lioteon with U.S, manufacturers and

“We {SandA and Computers & Pe-
ripherals) have distribution rights in
China. That’s how wo make money.
We take orders, wo sell, we do the
mark-up. We also do design, technical
support, training. There's a lot of val-
ue added,” Stephenson aaid,

If businesss take off as expected,
Stephenson estimated his share of
sales in China this year at upwards of
$1.56 million, significantly more in

succeeding yeors,

Stophonson anid he cxpects to hire
10-20 specinliata locally this year —
“computer sclentists, computer engi-
neers, programmers, perhaps, techni-
cal trainers” — as ho movee his cur-
rent three-porson operation from his
Rochester Hills home to a formal off-
ico setting.

Stephenson, 49, sald he has more
than 30 years exporlence as a network
integrator, trainer and technical writ-
er. Ho also sald ho's traveled to Asin
many times aa a consultant.

It'e taken two ycars of work to get
the ACIC to this stage of devalop-
ment, “You have to be programmed to
have a lot of patience, build a lot of
relatlonships,” Stephenson said,

A varicty of vendors, includIng IBM
China, Trend/Intel China, Novell and

Microdyne, are expected to participate
in ACIC, the partners indlcated.
“China’s cxtroordinary growth —
GNP is rising at more than 10 porcent
a year — and national commitment to
creating an infrastructure for the 21at
century makes the ACIC a compelling
market investment,” said Philip T,

C and
of Microdyne.

Liu An-Yi of China’s National,
Planners Training Center also sees
potential for ACIC.

“We are cortain that Chinn will
benefit significantly from the ecasy
availability of the advanced computer
notwork demonatration, prototyping
and testing facility, showcasing the
most current computer helworking
products, systems and technologies,”
An-Yi sold,

MARKETPLACE

1

Marketplace features a gimpse
of suburban business news and
notes, including corporate name
changes, new products, new
Store or office openings, new af-
filiations, new positions, merg-
ers, acquisitions and new ways ot
doing business. Wite: Market-
place, Bullding & Business, Ob-
server & Eccentric Newspapers,
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia
48150. Qur fax number Is 313-
591.7279.

 TARQGET GQRANT
Continuing Ita 30-year teadition

- of grant-giving to the community,
‘Target has awarded $4,900 to
Pathway Family Center, South-
field, a non-profit organization
that provides substance abusa

. prevention, intervention and

. treatment to area youths and
their families.

The grant will help Pathway
continue to offer cost-effective
treatment thot incorporates a 12-
step philosophy with family
therapy, emphosizing abstinence
fm? drugs and alcohol, the center
said.

Said Target representative Gail

. Dorn: “When we place a store ina
community, we're making a
strong commitment to the fami.
lies who live there that we will be
a good neighbor.”

W AHH, SUNROOFS
Representatives from Auto
Sunroof and Accessories of Troy,
a sales and service center for ASC
Inc. sunroofs, visited ASC's
* 112,000-square-foot plant in Co-

T

to
The group, named BAG S.p.A.,

1% iS84D (a3

Helping hand: World Wide Financial Services vice president David Smith (center) presents a check to Robert

Downey (right), special agent and FBI Agent Association president. Sam Ruffino, special agent and FBI Agent
Association vice president, looks on.

will design, preduce and sell hy-
brid inflators for driver and pas-
genger-side air boge, It will be the
first compony to produce hybrid
inflntors for driver-side bugs. The
inflatora provido a cost-cfficient
way to inflate air bags, using com-
pressed argon gas that operates
on the principle that heated gas
expands.

AlliedSignal has also signed on
agreement to acquire the seatbelt
business of Gilardini. Terms of
the agreement were not an-
nounced, but the agreement is ex-
pected to be'finnl by Jan. 31,

B EXECUTIVE AGENCY

Continental Search Associates,
a Bloomfield HIlls executive
placement agency, has opencd
Continental Interim Exccutives,
providing temporary senior level
executives, superintendents and
managers for a range of indus-
tries.

“The new company offers our
clients more flexibility in the
stafling process,” said William R.
Dewey, Continental Scarch presi-
dent. “Our clients have gone
through great changes during the
laat recession, and wo have wid-
ened our spectrum of services to
meet the growing demand for al-
ternative hiring arrangements.
Professional temporaries are in-
creasingly used by corporations as
part of their business plan.”

The Continental Group is at
1100 N, Waodward, Suite 224,
The telephone number is 810-

* lumbus, Ohio, The new facility . by e $ by 2 644-4506.
o capiy e World Wide Financial Services boosts FBI children’s fund .
,000 sunroofs annually. P ACCOUNT
., ASC manufactures power, vent- World Wide Financlal Services, a full-ger-  The donation I a gesture of appreciation  uting to a cause they beliave in,” satd Jack Anderson Paint Ca,, with stores
: ing and sliding suntoofs and fac- vice in Birmingham, has d nxunug who use Wl'):;!chlde. Wolte. World Wide Pymﬂldl'nt- e dne in Farmlngton and Ann Atbor,

* tory models for tho Honda Accord
- EX and Chrysler LH models at
. the Ohio facility.

: ¥ SPEED VIDEO MESSAGES

:  Fiber optic cabling has been in-

« stalled at MVP Communications

* on-site atudio in Troy, creatinga
faster, less cxpenslve way to send
vidco messages.

. The fiber connection links

: MVP with the Ameritech switch-

i
donated $2,000 to the FBI Agent Associa-
tion’s Children's Education Trust Fund, a
program _benefitting children of special
agentas kitled in the line of duty,

lor
the lender sald.
“We hope to continul

ship with the bureau agents and, because
partners support each other, we are contrib-

o a strong partner-
ington Hills

World Wide has soveral local locations,
including offices in Bloomfield Hills, Farm-

and Troy.

ing center in downtown Detroit.
From there, the video signal can
be routed to its destination by fi-
ber aptic cables or to a satellite
uplink station for transmission,

In the past, MVP needed one to
two days to set up a portable
uplink outside of their studio.
With the fiber optic link, the cost
to transmit o video aignal will be

I AIRBAQ VENTU

reduced by one-half to two-thirds
the cost of the portable uplink,
the company said.

RE

South(iold-based AIlIndSIﬂnl

Automotive, Sequa’s Atlantic Re-
search Corp, and BPD Defeene
Spazio (Gilardini) of Italy have
formed a three-way venture to
supply advanced ait bag inflators

was named Maxum UItIMAX ac-
count of the year by Premier
Costings, manufacturer of Max. .
um coatings and paints, Elk
Grove Village, 111

In 1993, Anderson sold more
UltiMAX than any other account
in North American and Europe.
Anderson was also commended
for educating the pubtic on proper
painting procedures, product se-
lection and problem solving.
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Where You Will Find...

BUY IT.
SELL IT.
FIND 1T,
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