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FiFry CenTs -

History buff dies: Ed Thayer’s
two ?reat loves were gardening
and local history. He'll certainly
be missed by his friends on Farm-
ington’s Warner Street. /9A

House of horrors:  Police have
painted a grim picture of what was
found in Raymond Ponke’s house
in OJ;Iord. Ponke will be tried in
the slaying of his wife, Jackie, ina
Farmington dental office. /2A

MALLS & MAINSTREETS |

Showroom sparkle: Darakjian
dJewelers is all moved in and feel-
ing quite at home in new state-of-
the-art surroundings. /6A

Valentine treats: The malls and
mainstreets have plans for those
shopping for love gifts. /6A

Deliclous desserts: Hearts eve-
rywhere beat with love for Sanders
hot fudge. /1B

Wine column: Eleanor and Ra
Heald introduce tasty, affordable
wines from southern France. /1B

Bands coming: This month
brings a deluge of top national
acts to Detrott, including Nick
Heyward. A few of the bands hope
their shows go better than previ-
ous Detroit gigs. /58

" SPORTS

Mat tourney: Farmington-area -
wrestlers competed for team and
individual honors Saturday in the
Third Annual Observerland Tour-
nament. /1C

Hoop results: Farmington faced
a tough opponent Friday in West-
land John Glenn at it tried to snap
a two-game losing streak. /1C
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BY LARRY O'CONNOR
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‘When it comea to the March 16 bal-
lot proposnl, Farmington Public
Schoola is an innocont bystander.

The dlstrict docs not intend to take
a position on either the ballot propos-
al or the statutory backup plan, In-
stend, school officlals have put to-

gether a table for residents explaining
the breakdown of each plan., The doc-
ument s availablo at the district off.

fce.

Also, Farmington Public Schools
will host a forum 8 p.m. Tuesday,
Feb, 22, at the Lewis Schulman Ad-
ministration Center.

Rick Simonson from Oakland

HERE'S HOW TO REACH US

Schools neutral on tax

Local school officlals axen't taking a stand on the up-
coming school finance proposal, That's understand-
able, Either way — increased sales tax or income tax
— the local district comes out relatively unscathed.

Schools and Assiatant Superintend-
ent for Financo Bruce Barrett will
discuss the ballot plan.

State Sen. Jack Faxon, D-Farming-
ton Hills; and state Rep. Jan Dolan,
R-Farmington Hills; have been paked
to attend.

“What both of these plans give us
ia next year's funding,” Barrett said.
“They dan't tell us about the year af-
ter or the year after that."

Barrett ngrees it beats what was in
place from July 24 until Dec. 24,
which was nothing.

The state aid act fs already in placo

© 1094 Buburtn Cammunicetons Corporation

Chart, storles, 3A,5A

for the 1994-95 fiscal year. Tho Farm-
ington district will seo o modeat 2
percent increase in funding, $160
more per student. .

Both plans posscss subtle differ-
ences, onca that could later loom
1arge for schools, ..
@ Under the ballot proposal, schools
could not bond unlesa it's for com-
plete renovations. That means things
such as computers, remodeling and

oo TAXES, 54!

. pingpong - balla ’ rattling - in . thel
cads, students rolled. through' the,
Odyssoy: of the Mind showcass .at
‘armington High. ..
Some . 300, people _zqtched‘
an

] - ODYSS!

school - kids: plowed ;their  way.
through .a series of complex prob.,
lems Jan, 29, .~ 55, et

.The annual showcaso is a practice
run for the Odysscy of the Mind re-
glonal - hy-- which. takes

had to da;x;i;t a scens|
‘[ind” and present|
- historical

By BiLL COUTANT
STAYY WRITER

For state Sen. Jack Faxon, D-Farm.
Irigton Hills, his district's reappor-
tionment [s gotting to be like an old
AprilFool'sgag.

“] have no idea what they'll come
up with,” said the veteran legislator.

i Th ically, the stats Legisl
s 3 to TPy

based on consua figures. ’
“It didn't happon before the last
(1890) election,” Faxzon eald, *'so they
thought they'd have plenty of time
g g:ﬁ)m the next election {this Novem-
. ber) o .

W ‘l have no Idea what
they’'li come up with.’

state Sen. Jack Faxon

But for whataver reason, be it de-
laya because of priotity Itema such aa

tax and school finance isaues or parti- *

san one.upmanship, Faxon, 57, faces
the same problem: He's really not
sure where his 165th Diatrict will be,
He's not alone. .
Sen, John Ketly, D-Detroit, said all
of the districts in southem Oakland

County and all of Wayne County, i
cluding his First District, have bo-

come political hot potatoes. e
“Nobody knows where thoy're rui:
ning,” Keily said, adding that actuals
_ly he knows where he'll be running
boeauss he's’ making a bid. for the
U.S. Senste seat being.vacated by

* Pon Rieglo. - R

After some legal battles that in:
cluded a 3-1 decision by the Michigan
Court of Appeals aﬁe 270 Mlch_[g‘;n
. urt doc o) .
. redistricting In a timely. manner, tha
5 | BeaPAXOM, 24
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. Wrastling results, 2C - | -

Wrestler hit with broom handle; teen questioned -

A 16.yearicld Firmington High Schocl stu- - is Taft
dent was questioned by police after a North .  wrestling
Farmington High wrestler was struck In the hoad - retallate after being

cheek -bruised in the Incident. North -
coach Tony.Sliverl uld On.qt.dld not

The two

_sald. Grant ot ered tho teen’ afte
mahdwonthomtgtbegchoo!m

the weapon from the sleeve of his coat and struck °
) . Grant; police sald, Police believe the broom han.

talking when the teen took out |

;ylthu-homdpmmb{nmehm. ] Silveri dald Grast s e . b Obosre dle came from a custodian'scloset, - .
"% The incident took place in the Farmington ... land ot Garden City, beld Saturday, . .| The'sttacker fled. He was Iater quéstioned and -
;l}];h p-rklng“l:lt shortly after an.m 'l‘hundng”, “He's a little groggy,” Sllveri said; - ;7 releassd tobis parents’ costody. 0L 0 ot |-
oL o taat et  betwean Farmlngton and ™ - puring o match with's Farmington High wres-  The polics depaitment will petition Gakland:
V.. . : . tler,. Grant 'was belng ed by a ,. County Probate Court to bringa charge of felonl:
. Nick Grant, a junlor at North F had F pollcs A ous assault, Wiggine sald. -, -4y




