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Co\h\ntyv establishes taxpayers’affidavit ‘hotline’

By PaT Murert

STAF? WRITRR

* Oakland County is poying a
firlce for effictency.

+It's o modest price, to be sure,
And o bit flattering — and an in-
dication that Oakland is on top of
a controversy.

1 think it's a little humorous,”
said Lisa A. Hobart, doputy man-
ager of the county’s equalization

department. But its also compli-
mentary,

The price the county cqualiza.
tion department is paying Is han-
dling an Increasing number of
phone calls from home owners liv-
ing outaide the county, Callers
want information about the affi~
davit homeowners must file by
March 1 in order to qualify for the
property tax cut in Gov. John En-
gler's school financing reform.

Kennedy to speak -

* Hundreds of Michigan Demo-
crats will gather at the Adat
Shalom Synpgogue in Farmington
Hills on Sunday, Feb, 13, for a
chance to meet U.S. Rep. Joseph
P, Kennedy I1.

Kennedy, cldest son of Robert
E. and Ethel Kennedy, will deliv.
er the Koynote Address at the
34th Annual Phil Hart Dinner
sponsored by the Oakland County
Democrartic Party.

Dinner co-chaira Jim Shimoura
and Cindy Howard said they are
dolighted the M husstts

Democrat agreed to speak at the
annual fundralsing event,

“The Phil Hart Dinner hes a
tradition of attracting major na-
tional figures,” said Howard, not-

. ing that the list of recent Phil
Hart keynoters includes Bill Clin-
ton and Al Gore.

. Shimoura sgrees "Democrats in
Oakland County and around the
state are learning to keep thelr
calendars clear for Phil Hart each

Oakland this week will begin
mailing preprinted affidavits to
more than 380,000 homo owners,
The preprinted offidavits save
home owners time, and thoy as.
sure prompt processing,

Onkland even has a hotline ex-
pected to be functional beginning
today, The number is 858-1123. |

Even without the hotline last
week, the equellzation depart-
ment was flooded with phone

calls, sald Hobart. “Many of them.

were from lo in

tand residents,” aho asid, “But wo

do answer thom. Somo people are
really concerned.”

At a pross confercnce Wednes-
day, Executive L. Brooks Patter-
son outlined tha aseistance the
county is providing. He aleo pre-
dicted a “dlsaster” as resldonta
scramble to file affidavits by the
March 1 deadline, or miss out on
tho early phaso of Michigan’s hia-
toric change In school financing.

State Rep. John Freeman, D-
Madison Helghts, is scheduled to

peop

counties who sald they wish they
iived in 'OQakland County,”" she
sald, preau:.n_ubly 80 thoy could

eights,
introduce a bill this week to move
the deadline back, by obout six
weeks to April 15, But an of today,
id have three weeks to filo

year, because time nnd again
wo've been ful in bringl
in exciting speakers and strong
nationat leaders.”

Kennedy is In his fourth term
ing the 8th C i

ol District of Massachusetts —
the scat previously held by House
Speaker Thomes P. (Tip) O'Neill
and the congressman’s uncle,
President John F. Kennedy,

“We're hoping for a record turn-
out at this year's dinner,” says
Oakland County Democratic
Chair Don Tucker. “Not enly do
we have a grent apeaker, but our
honorees this year are two highly
deserving  Indlviduals — Sen.
Donald W. Reigle and Winifred
Fraser.”

Dinner tickets may be pur-
chased for $60 cach from the Oak-
lond County Democratic Party.
Inquires should be directed to
Democratic Headquarters at 334-
0971 or 435-4044.
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The effidavits — called home-
stoad affidovits — stipulato. a
speclfic pieco of property ia in fact
the homeatead of the owmer who
livea there. Failure to file on timo
will make the tardy property
owner subject to property tax
rates 100 to 160 porcent higher
than those charged to home owns
ors who filo on time,

Failure to file on time will
mean proporty owners are subject
to 24 milla per $1,000 asscsscd
valuation, rather than the 12 or 6
mills charged to home owners who
meet the deadline.

Whether & home owner pays 6

vole on u proposal to raise the
state’s sales tax from four to six

cents,

If voters declded to increase the
sales tax, proporty designated as
homesteads will be subject to 6
mills. If the sales tax increase is
dofeated, then tho Michigan in-
come tax eutomatically increnses,
and homestead property is sub-
Ject to the 12 mill rates <. - .

Property not designated as a
homestead could be taxed at 24
mills, if voters levied an 18 addi-
tiona! mills under the ballot plan.’
Under the supplemental plan, lo-.
cal districts could loyy up to 12,
mlllﬂ on nllﬁmp‘:iny. wltl‘| certain:

“We don’t have to answer those  tho affidavits . . , or pay unneces.  or 12 milla depends on what vot- allow:
calls, because our priority is Oak-  sary property taxes, ers decide March 15 when they millage, '
‘." Y NR f‘ﬁ' - h' n-ﬁ_.
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Buy Hill’s Science Diet.
et Treats Free!

Just purchase a 10-1b. bag (or larger) or 12
cans (or more) of any Hill’s® Science Diet®
brand pet food and take home one canister
of Science Diet Treats Free!

Science Diet controls nutrients that Hill's veterinary nutri-
tionists believe may be harmful over time, No wonder vet-
erinarians recommend Science Diet more than all other pet
foods combined.

New Science Diet Treats give your pet the same
healthy balance of nutrients and great
taste — tests showed dogs prefer Treats’
naturally great taste over Milk-Bonet*

So hurry! Offer expires © g
March 1,1994.
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