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Lifelong city resident
had ‘mind for history’

—————————————
More obituaries, 48

By ToM BAER
STAFF WRITER

Ed Thayer's birthday parties
had become en important social
event on Farmington's Warner

Stroet.

“One of the neighbor ladics
would get a cake and some ice
cream,” recalled Bonnle Dale, a
Warner Street neighbor, “and all
the parents with young children
would bring them over to Ed's
house for a party.”

Certainly there'll be something
missing on May 2, his birthday,
for the Wamer folks who loved
Edward D. Thayer. The lifclong
Farmington resident died Jon, 31
ot age 94 at the VA Medical Cen-
ter in Ann Arbor. He had suffered
a stroke.

A memorial service for Mr.
Thayer will be held at 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb, 8, at Grace Chapel,
27996 Halsted, north of 12 Mile.

M, Thayer, whose father John
‘Thayer surveyed much of the
Farmington area in the past cen-
tury, was a retired carpenter and
construction worker. He worked
for tho old Detroit United Rail-
woy interurban line that ran
through Farmington,

He was also a union painter,

worked in a gas station and was a
volunteer firoman in both Farm-
ington ond Farmington Town-
ship.
He lived in the ssmo Wamer
Street home more than 80 years,
having helped his father hand-dig
the foundation os a youngater.

Mr. Thayer “had a mind for
history,” nccording to Bonnie
Dale, especially the history of his
community. He saw the Univer-
sallst Church moved, the Meth-
odist Church built, and houses
come down and buildings go up
on Grand River,

“He was walking history,” said
Jo Anne McShane, a Fermingten
councilwoman, “He knew more
about Fuglmlngwn than just about

anybody.

Added Dale, “He never forgot a
date. I don’t know how he did it."

Another great love for Mr
Thayer was vegetablo gardening
on his own land and that of a
neighbor, Doris Porter.

“Until this year he was able to
take care of his own lawn and gar-
den,” sald great-niece Sue Kafcas
of Livonia. “He grew tomatoes for
the neighbors.”

Dale recalls that he also grew
zucchini, squash, pole beans and
pepper plants.

M, Thayer, who served in the

Marine Corps in World War 1 and

From long, long ago: A studio portrait dated April 1919
shows a young Ed Thayer in ¢ Marine uniform. Mr.
Thayer served in both World Wars.

Soctal event: Ed Thayer's 1991 birthday party included
(from left) Janie Gundlach, Leslie Schroer, Nancy Scott,
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Spencer Schroer and Bonnie Dale.

in the Army in World War 11, told
Dale and others that he used to
play baschball on a swampy area
west of Oakwood Cemetery where
there is now a pond.

“He'd chuckle and tell you that
the ground would shakoe when he
ran,” Dale said.

“Everyone remembers him sit-
ting on his front porch all sum-
mer, reading the paper ot listen-
ing to the Tigers,” she added. “He
was getting fed up with Sparky
{Anderson, the manager) and he
didn't like the new announcers.
He used to soy he was going to

watch the hockey fight instead of
the game,

“He always voted because it
was important to him. He was
proud of this country. He had a
flag out on his porch all the time."

Ninety-four was an important
number in Mr. Thayer's life. He
died at 94 in 1994, His parents
bath lived to be 94,

In addition to Sue Kafcas, Mr.
Thayer's survivors include neph-
ew Russell T. Pagel, nlece Joan
Long, ond great-nephews John
Snyder and Robert Snyder.
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ON THE AGENDA

Below are from the

ps b

agendas of meetinga this woek.
Alll mectings nro open to the pub-
c.

Farmington Hills Clty Councli
study sosslon

Farmington Hills City Hall,
474-6118

7:90 p.m. Monday, Feb, 7

Agenda items include:

M Reviow of falso alarm ordinance
emendment {ssues, . |

council expense policy. -

# Consideration to introdu'c':u::',

Cable Television Customer’ BP‘.'.'
aeds ordinance. © %

® Review of audit | vice S|

approach, W 1934 - County Tri-Party pro-
gram, -

Farmington Clty Councll =

Farmington City Hall, 474- | ® House Resolution 3638 Reim!

8500 Public Right-of-Way access. -

8 p.m. Monday, Feb. 7 8 Progress report on city seal.

Agenda items include:
B Consideration to

. @ Review of [ di

adopt  city

® Contractor payment sewer |
provement project.
¥ Purchase of handguns.
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WINTER FASHIONS

NOW 2 OFF ORIGINAL TICKET PRICES

« NEWBURGH PLAZA -

6 Mile & Newburgh

ALL V2 OFF ITEMS FINAL SALE « NO LAYAWAYS « ALTERATIONS AT COST + OPEN MON.-FRI. 10-9, SAT. 106
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For many women control
during childbirth is very
important. Of course, some
things are out of your
control, but many of the
options surroundling
childbirth don't have to be.
At St. Mary Hospital we
encourage you to make

TO YOU?

IS CONTROL
IMPORTANT g
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choices, To ask questions.
To leam. To be in control.
More real choices

To control youir position
duiring labor. You're in
charge of the electronlc
controls on our state-of-the-
ant birthing beds. So you
can select the position that's

To coritrol t5ben yorir baby

- ldarm, Qi frses can teach At St Mary Hospiil; e

most comfortable for you.
Or,yougnsitln)wmd(a . e .
and admire the view from  * poies' day Is fine. Less, * your baby a bath to under-_ * baby. So if control is R
your binthing room window.  gien if you wish, We bring  standing your baby's special important to you; give us a, -
. To control when fanily and  services to you, so your -ways of communicating. call. We're hereto help -

. | frierids are with you. During  baby only goes to the We'll ask what'stopson -, yor e
and after the bhll}.Qn your nurscr)" whmypud;‘glde. . you[’llv.st.' 2 bForaﬁécbmch\u.c,"l' .

i | schedule, notours. ! 7 7b control what you need fo X Pessonal tour, or physician

;. m ~ -
-313-261-4720

1s with yout, Twenty-four .

you everything from giving . | understand that ir's your |




