. 18A

Farmington @bserver

OPINION

21898 FARMINGTON Rb., FARMINGTON, MI 48336

Ti1urspay, FEBRUARY 10, 1694

: . o've sald it before, but we guess it
R bears repeating every Fobruary:
R Winter ian't always well-managed

: around here. It jan’t only the nitty-
: gritty stuff like attention to anowy highways
. and sidewalks and cars that won’t start.

It’s snowing outside. That's right . . . as

theso words are being clickity-clicked into a Di-
. gital LK201 computer terminal, the white stuff
* s coming down like . . . well, like flour from

the business end of some cosmic sifter.

Yes, snow fell and the mercury plunged into
j single digits Monday night and, lo and behold,
‘ tho next moming there wasn't a single story on
. the front pages of the big-town newspapers
about how the weather clobbered poor old
: southeastern Michigan — again.

Oh, woll . . . we guess the editors have more
. compelling farc to dish up now that basketball
' legend Michacl Jordan has decided to try his
. hand at baseball.
" Wa just know that the boob tube weather
wimps will be all warnings at 6 and 11. The only
thing more predictable than winter in Michigan
is the media's reaction ta it. -

Even if not ane flake fell this winter, there'd
still be a massive snow job blowing in from our
daily newspaper front pages and tolevision
screens overy time a storm threatened from the
west.

So encouraged, a lot of people will be content
to take part in the three great wintertime pur-
suits — eating, sleoping and . . . watching TV.

But, come on now, this is winter and we arc in
Michigan. It's supposed to be cold, and it's sup-
posed to be snowy. In this part of Michigan,
there will be, on average, 10-16 times every year
when the ald mercury sinks below zero, and wo
can expect about 36 inches of snow, according to
the planning director of an Qakland County

Neglected season?
'Winters should be celebrated

community.

So winter will be with us, even though the
past few have been casy. You'va got to go back
to the late 708 — when the “experts™ were tell-
ing us that a new [cc Age was dawning — for
the last really big blow.

Now it's fashionable to talk about the Green-
house Effect and the general warming of the
Earth's climate.

And, as we said, winter just isn’t celobrated
in most of our communities.

If there's anything going on in, say, Farming-
ton or Farmington Hills to make the dark, cold
days and nights of winter a bit easier to take,
we've nat heard about it.

But thero arc places in the northern latitudes
where they do more with winter than just curse
it, or dump thousands of tons of road salt on it,
or ignora it if a basketball legend is changing

sports.

Such places atage huge festivals during which
participants lose their wi ime woes with
merrymaking, while the cash registers merrily
beep and chirp away. Plymouth, Mich,, to the
south and west of us, scems to be one such
place.

Plymouth has become known for its ice
sculptures and winter festival, which have put
January near the top in sales, according to mer-
chants there.

There's no reason why, with the proper condi-
tion and planning, communities like Farming-
ton and Farmington Hills couldn’t have the
same thing going for them.

A big winter festival right here., . . maybe on
the Orchard Ridge Campus of Oakland Com-
munity College, or along Grand River Avenue in
downtown Farmington.

That's something to think about an these
long, cold winter nights,

ith Valentine's Day spproaching, we

make our third annual hearts and

darts awards to warm our epirits and
prod tho appropriate consciences.
# Openly wearing his heart on his sleeve is new
Detroit Mayor Dennis Archer
who receives our reapect — and
a heart beating rapidly in antic-
ipation — for reaching out to
suburban leaders on such items
28 mass transit and restoration
of the Eight Mile corridor.
M A “heart smart” award gocs
to everyone in multi-cultural
organizations in Livonia,
Southficld, Farmington and
Birmingham for working at bringing people to-
gether.
® One heart marked “red badge of courage”
goes to the Birmingham citizen advisory com-
mittee charged with doveloping the city’s sewer
retention basin project. The members took a lot
of heat but did their job professionally and
atuck by their decision on an issue faced by
communitiecs all along tho Rouge and Clinton
River basins.

# Livonia schools eams o heart for finally going
“public” and approving cable television cover-
age of board meetinga — something most other
governmental arganizations did long ago.

8 Westland reaps a heart for volunteers acting
a8 tha life bleed in the Youth Assiatance Pro-
gram by serving as to help bled

You gotta have hearts, darts

# You gotta have heart and Troy's Downtown
Development Authority hes one that's trying to
fill vacant properties,

& A dart to Farmington Hills Democratic Sen.
Jack Faxon for dancing the “Nuteracker" while
the Legislature decided the fate of property tax
reform to finance schools.

® A frost-encrusted dart goes to Old Man Win-
ter for freezing out some attendance at this
year's P h fee scul petiti

® Darts go to the immature, disrespectful stu-
dents who have caused too many problems at
the West Bloomfield Township
Library.

W A dart gocs to the Birming-
ham Board of Education for
wafiling on its school consolida-
tion plan at the last minute in-
atead of making a decision Jan.
18 as promised. Politics hurts
pupils.

B Wayne-Westland schools
resemble Swiss checas from all
its darts, In the latest incident, achool board
member Patricia Brown filed an essault com-
plaint againat former board member Sharon
Felan, The complaint detracts from efforta to
improve education. .
& Livonia may be squirming for some time to
come from a doublo-pronged dart that city
carned for the proposal to rezone the classy Vic-
tor development off 1.275 for construction of an
“ypscale” Builder’s Square store, and for its

youths got on the right track.

d 1 from the task force upgrading the
Eight Mile corridor,

QUESTION:
What's your
{avorite sub-
jectin s
school? YJ
4
We asked this ?} W,
q at Wik 554-4.;};4 Iﬁ:
Hlam Grace Ele- .
mentary School | ‘Gym. . .be- ‘Math, it's fun, *Sclance. it's In- | ‘Science, We get
in Farmington cause it has all There are frac- teresting. You to do experl-
Hils. @ games.’ tions. We don't leam a lot of ments. The
" Jenna Giime | getmuchhome- | things. We're school nursa Is
second grade Y studying the going to dissect
Candice Saxton | human body. alamb's heart,”
fnhgrade | We're gettinga Holly Feagle
skeleton.' ntth grade
Mallssa Bryson :

LETTERS

Thanks for the story

want to thank you for your usual fine work
in regards to our annual article on Quoker-
town DAR's Good Citizen celebration.
The current article Jan. 6 was super.
We give a copy of tho article to each of our 10
kids and their families. They really appreciate
it, as aix of the students are not from the Farm-
Ington arca.

‘Thank you again.
Rebecca Davis, PR chalrwoman,
Farmington Hilla
A great show!

ids. . . Idon’t know what's wrong with
these kids today. . . .

Those words are from & great song from
the recent Farmington High School production
of “Bye-Bye Birdie.” Well, I can tell you what's
wrong with the kids that put on this play — not
a thing.

‘What a joy to watch talented teenagers put 0
much heart and hard work into a production
and get such a professional result. The wholo
school litorally gets involved in this activity.

We are blessed here in Farmington with par-
cnts and community that support our school ac-
tivitles and our great kids . . . and it ahows.

Kathy and Bruco Hall, Farmington Hilla

‘it's here now!’

hat a great idea: “A districtwide, read-

ing program with some punch and

bang to it!" as described in your Feb.3
editorial.

How about one that uses a pre-selected liat
of, say 14 books, of which top prizes go to those
who read 12 in a space of six weeks? More than
just reading, the kids would have ta conference
‘on each book with the media specialist or
trained parent volunteers before credit is given.

Conferencing would not only assure the book
was read, but well-read, and it c?u‘lld extend the

ding ai peri of the S
Prizes could bo awarded along the way — a pen-
cil for four books, a ticket to o apecial assembly
for six books, and a hard.covered book for the
top prize.

The assembly could be with a ronowned chil-
dren's author, perhaps the author of ono of the
selected books,

‘We may want to involve only the fourth and
fifth graders because the reaponse would be
overwhelming and the time to conferonco with
all the students is somewhat limited by the
other abligationa of the job of media specialist.

The public Jibrary and bookstorea could bo
involved by notifying them of tho selected titlea
in sufficient time to order books for loan or sale

during the event.

Maybe this program, “If it were run right,
could grow and grow and become an important
patt of the Farmington school year,” How about
nine years and atill growing? It's hore and now.

The “school tidbit” on Page 13A of n past
issue reverts to just such a program, Pleaso visit
one of the Farmingnton Elementary Schools
and note the themo Books, The Other Channell
Any of us would bo glad to sharo the figures
from paat years and let you visit with the stu-- .
dents. : L

Come, see for yourself the excitement and the
energy this program inspires.

Barbara Lanigan, medla spocinlist,
Beechview Elementary

Let's vote on it
hank you for your story on the ice arena
p;oposnl for Farmington Hills Jan, 27
giving points of view, both pro and con.
‘This issuc should be roforred to a ballot of
the residents, particularly since it could be in-
cluded on the August primary ballot at no extra
cost for a special election. .

Mayor Larry Lichtman is concerned that a
skewed vote could defeat the proposal, How can
the vote be skewed If all concerned residents go
and vote as they see it?

Perhaps what is skewed right now is relianco
on the roport compiled by a special interest mi-
nority supporting its own views.

The majority of citizens have not been heard,
gultlw:uld be heard by placing the issue on the
allo

Perhaps council members fear the public (all
of us) would turn down the proposal. Joanne
Smith said, “If you don't keep in step, eventual-
1y you're behind.” Behind what?

Residents who take their children to ncarby
ice arenas probably travel no farther than thoy
do to shop at their favorite malls.

The council should put this on the ballot to-
learn the viows of the people who elected them,
rather than be unduly swayed by a vocal minor- !
ity, however well-intentioned. . -

Mary K. Hurd, Farmington Hills

Opinions are to be shated: We welcome your

Ideas, as do your nelghbors. That's why we offer.

this space on a weekly basis for opinions in your -

own words, We will help by editing for clartty. To
that you sign




