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Kids’ links to state can chain divorced parent

A our divorce is final, but the im-

. pact may not be. Suy you're tired:
' of tha weather; you want to re-
‘marry someone from another state; or
just want to get away from your former
'gpousc! Can you easily move with the
chlldmn to another state?

: By law, every Michigan divoreo judg-
mom. muat contain a paragraph stating
‘thut the custodial parent may not re-
move tho children from the state with-
;out court permission, Ton years ago,
“such petitions were routinely granted.
Todny I believe the pendulum is
nwlngins tho other way.
* In the early 19805, I represented &
molher who had 1oin!. legal and gl}l,ynh

cuit Court resulted in my client being
given permission to move with the chil-
dren to California.

A tost, called the *D'Onofrio” test,
was adopted at that time in Michigan.
1t is atill In effect today. The four fac-
tora for moving include the following:

(1) The prospective advantages of
the move have to be likely to improve
the general quality of life for both the
custodial parent and the chitdren,

(2} The custodial parent muat not b
trying to remove the children in order
to defeat or frustrate visitation by the
other parent. In addition, visitation
must be facilitated by the parent who
wants to leave. In such a situation,
normally the courts have large blocks

: cal custody of her two chil

. wanted to move to California because

: of job opportunities that did not exist

. here. Wo were going through a severe

: recession and the economy was much

: better in California. The father tried to
pmvcnt the move and sought a change
of custody. A hearing in Oakland Cir-

of visitation time such as the entire
summer with the non-custodial parent
back in Michigan. The bulk of the
school year is to be apent with the cus-
todial parent, alternating holidays be-
tween both parents,

(3) The reason for the non-custodial
parent’s resistance to the move should
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sarily with the children, If the children
have roota in Michigan and have a
close relationship with the non.custo-
dial parent {along with community
ties, school tics and friendships), the
children are allowed to romain behind.
1 opposa this. We are an extremely
mobile society. Legitimate reasons for
moving, such as romarringe, job oppor-
tunities which are only available in
other states, and family ties that origi-
nate in another state are the realities of
today's warld. In addition, often the
dial parent is here just by virtue

not be to gain a financial advantage re-
garding child support.
(4) There will be i': rculistlc opportu-
that the

of a previous job relocation.

If you want to move to the northern
part of Michigan or the Upper Penin-
uulu, no court permission is required.

nity for visitati

Hi , if you want to move to To-

normal weekly pattern in order to pre-
serve the relationship between the chil-
dren and both parents,

1 see an unfortunate trend now where
courts are denying removal petitions,
Courts are ruling that a parent has the

right to leave the state, but not neces-

ledo, Ohlo, court permission is re.
quired because it's another state!

If you have a Jegitimate renson for
moving, consult an attorney immedi-
ately! Strategies must be laid outand a
great deal of preparation is required. 1
recently tried a case where my client

married a man from another state and
had legitimate reasons for wanting to
move. She was willing to grant a great
deal of visitation to her former hus-
band. He fought the move. Aftera
court hearing, the judge denied permis-
sion to remove the children and
changed custody. The woman moved
with her new husband but was forced
to leave her children behind.

If this is a trend, it is alorming!

Henry S, Gornbem, a Bloomficld
Township resident, is an attorney with
offices in Farmington Hills. Heisa
member of the family low section of the
State Bar of Michigan, where ke served
as chair from 1984-85. He has been a
Fellow of the American Acadcmy of
Matrimonial Lawyers since 1979, and
was president of the Michigan Chapter
of the Academy from 1985-86, A gradu-
ate of the University of Michigan Law
School, he has performed other commu-
nity urul'ce and is a member of the
Qakland County Bar Association.

Schools don’t translate benefits of language study

. hile traveling in Asia in the
w aummer, I happened one af-
ternoon to be cating dinner in
Huhhut, the capital of the Inner Mon-
golian Autonomous Region of China.

‘Among my companions was a Chi-
nese college student.

*Jeem,” she said, as we ate roasted
peanuts with chopmcks. “how you call
in America?”

Wo call them peanuts, [ said.

. “Ah,” she said, “penis.”

* A 'Taiwanese woman who was cating
with us — and whose English was
*much better — doubled over laughing
while I explained the importance of the
T sound in “peanuts.”

Such are the hazards of learning a
foreign language.

There are hlgger humiliations. One
is being overaeas among people from
geveral nations and being the only one
who can't get by ina second language.
This was my recurring frustration,

One steaming morning in Vietnam, I

. boarded a train, found my compart-
ment and sat across from a man 1
thought might be French. Drawing on
the little French that 1 know, [ asked

National job training wears
‘Made in Michigan’ label

him, “Are you anch?" To show off, I
addcd "I'm American.”

“Qui,” he answered, with a good-na-
tured smile. Ho indulged my fceble ef-
l'or'.a to speak his langusge and told
me, in very good English, that it was
unusual to meet an American who
spoke French,

He was flattering me.

Later, two Germans joined us. The
Frenchman spoke to them frecly in
their langunge; then, spparently for my
benefit, they nll began speaking Eng-
lish. After we'd bumped along the track
for about an hour, one of the Germans
told the Frenchman that although it
had been years since he'd studied
French, he'd like to give it a try.

Then he let loose a monologue that
put my clumsy sentence fragments to
shame,

On another train, this time in China,
1 sat among Korean and Japanese stu-
dents who apoke to one another in Chi-
nese and English. I couldn’t judge their
Chinese (my own amounted to the
Mandarin word for thank you), but
their English was surprisingly good.

After enough of this 1 started to feel

ignorant, as if I were misaing out on
something other people took for grant-
ed. Somehow, 12 years of our public
schools and four more of college had let
me down.

1 wouldn't say this if it were just me,
if it were simply that I neglected oppor-
tunities my schools provided, but the
truth is, my ignoronce of foreign lan-
guages is typical of American college
graduates, Our schools just don't em-
phasize them,

In the darkness of the 1970s, my own
high school eliminated its foreign lan-

and lary of another

puage for
students. What they were thlnk: ng ln
anybody's guess. But even now, few
public school atudents have an oppor-
tunity to begin a languege before junior
high, or even high school, and fewer
still ever get the instruction needed to
become pmﬁcient

This is a shame — and for more rea.

language learn a lot about their own
language and how languages in general
work. They're bound to learn some-
thing about history and geography.
They can gain a deeper understanding
of literature and philosophy. In short,
they become educated.

As for the pleasures of fluency, of

sons than that we're d
to feel stupid when we're around for-
cignera,

‘The Frenchman on the train told me
he studied languages to increase his
value in the job market. This may not
be much of a consideration in a coun-
try as big as ours, but maybe it should
be. The trade deals that, for better or

. worse, are being signed these days

mean we'll be doing more and more
business overseas, Candidates who can
bridge the Janguage gaps will have an
cdge on some choice jobs.

But, then, havinga great;ob isn't the
most important thing in the world.

No, there are better reasons for
studying foreign languages: It's fun —
and educational. T

Kids who learn even a little of the

beingable t freely in a see-
ond or third languege .. . . well, I'd love
to be able to tell you about them.

So, though I'm skeptical of current
efforts to reform education — the peo-
ple dominating the debate scem inca-
pable of imagining the benefits, much
less the methods, of a really good sys-
tem of public education — here's one
change I would welcome:

Let's introduce all kids to at Jeast
one foreign language in grade school
and expect at least some proficiency in
at least one, preferably two, languages
for all high school graduates who plan;
to go to college.

Jim Radebaugh is a copy editor for
the Observer & Eccentric newspapers.
You can reach him at 953-2128,
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msldent Clinton last weckend announced
that the economics and labor ministers
of the seven largest industrialized na-

. tions will gather March 14-16 in Detroit foran

CLEARANCE

. unpmcedenu:d summit to figure out what to do

that

. about the 1y high

i
hna hobbled economic growth around the world,

That's great for all of us in Michigan. “It
gwen us a chance w counter the horrendously
. negative xmngc we" ve hud. says Karl Grcgnry.
- Oakland Universi ki
- professor. And it suggcstu that Detroit, like our
tesurgent auto industry, is “on the cusp of
. change,” as the president puts it.
" "Datroit ia o working city that has embraced
. change, met the challenges of technology and
* Jives and diea by international trade,” said
Clinton. “Holding the jobs conferonce in Dotmlt

PHiuP POWER

M Out of this chaos emerged a se-

ries of Innovations that put Michi-
gan on the job tralning map . . .

1 wnll sond a message that we intend t fi
the chall of job tion and
 mont.”
It's also fitting that the eyes of the world will
! be here when job training and retraining are un-
. der discussion, for Michigan in tho 19808 was
* the laboratory where this previously stagnant
1 field was literally mvolullon:hzed.

d

forms, only to be told to go somewhere clse to
fill out other forms, only then to be told they
couldn’t qualify for training. Employers
couldn’t find workers with the skills they need-
ed. And the political systom had long since con-
cluded that job training was one of those stag-
nant govommantal backwaters of no use and no
iblo interost.

Facing a severe t d more
. unemployed pcople thnn somo utawu popu!n-
. tions, the Blanch
" afar-ranging nnmlnnllon of the way to get peo-
* “plo back to work, I was part of that effort, sorv-
_ - ing a8 tho chairman of the Michigan Job Train-
. ing Coordinating Council.
1 Twoconclualons camo early:
. @ Good skills produce good jobs; poor akills
: load nowhere.
. W Thoe way to good skills is thmu;h training
\ and retralning, but the job tralning systom fsa
» ‘mess.
% We took an inventory, What we found
! “Amazed oven the most hardened bureaucracy
» watchers, There was nojob training system in
' . Michigan. Imwad. thorewas a muzly qullt ol 70

Jo!
vo responsibility upmnd among nine different
t of atata g and no

H ")

ncomlnd how vimljob training was

hed that 3
“chaos insured that nobody mla got training
2 “even if qualified.
H Workmwmnld gotooneofficatofill cut
wul L_ e .

i Nobody
v o ntbuktomh.kndmlfmmbody

" initiated and tested right here In Michigan.

" Out of this chaos emerged a series of innova-
tions that put Michigan on the job training
map, later featured in the best-selling book
**Reinventing Government” by David Osborne.

Instead of a myriad of offices and conflicting
forms, creato one common office for all pro-
grams — an approach now called “one-stop

ing.” Instead of confusion, provide people
with a “Michigan Opportunity Card," tike a
credit card, which provided skills lnformnunn
and holped people figuro out If they wore oligi-
ble for help. Instead of unemployment compen-
sation being a form of publicly accoptable wel-
fare, think of the system as the gateway to
tralnlngand re-employment.

President Clinton's thinkers in thia arca —
Labor Secretary Robert Reich and Doug Ross,
asaistant secretary for employment and training
— will no doubt be rolling out the adminiatra.
tion's thinking at next month's summit. It’s
nice to realize that much of that thinking was

Phil Power is chairman of the company that
vowns this newspaper. He can be reached by
ﬂmch-ﬂamplmu at (313) 953-2047, mailbox
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