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When it comes to the family name, continuity counts

—-— What

is in a
was  driving
home on an_icy
ovening. She
braked to stop
for o light. Her
car alid into a car

thet sha had hit
her husband's
car, He was also
e———. on hiz way home.

When the police arrived, he
asked for their driver’s Heenses.
They told the officer that they
were husband and wife. What the
officer observed was two difforent
1nst namea, The wife had to ex-
ploin that when they werc mar-
tled sho had kopt her own family
name.

‘Todny matried people may huvu
different last names and wives
may not wear a wedding band. It
is a matter of life style and a per-
sonal chofce women are making to
keep their family name after they
are married. For some women 8
professional identity is import-
ant. For ather women taking on
the husband’s surname feels like
6 oss of their own identity,

I belicve in the importance of
the continuity of generations.
What is in a name? My mother
still does not know much about
her grandmother's family. Her
grandmother wont to live with an-
other family when her mother
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nome? A felend:

in front of her,
Sho discovered’

died. Grandmothor took on the
family name of the family with
whom she lived. It still {a confus.
ing a8 to who my great-grand-
mother's family had been.

Family and community are im-
portant valuea, Wa are connscted
in ways that aro at timea mysteri-
ous, Life does not work if we al-
waya choose individually and ig-
nore community needs, Genealogy
s important because the young
will one day ask about their roots.

Tracing family connections be-
comes even mote difficult becauss
of the mobility of people, Today
thero may not be baptism, church
or temple records. There may not
oven be cemetery plots.

The confusion of family con-
nection can be difficult when chil-
dren hove last names differont
from thelr parents. Divorce is of-
ten the reason for this, In addi-
tlon men and women choose to
have nomes that aro difforent

from thelr children.

Women rightfully feel a loss
when they remove their family
name and take on tho surname of
tholr husband. Despite this we
must plead for continuity and
connection for our children, For
those married people who plan
not to have children thore is no
fssuc at atake. 1 feel sorry for chil-
dren whose names are hyphenat-
ed. When they become paorents
how wli! they name their child?

The major issuc regarding sur-
names is the need to support
community and family connec-
tions for the next generations.
‘The couples who marry this
spring need to think through this
issue carefully. There is no per-
foct answer. Yet we must bo sensi-
tivo to the fact that the next gen-
erationa have a stake in naming
decislons.

Family nama continuity s only

one way that we may strengthen

the family and the communlty..
Many factars aro destroying famf.:
ly and community eohuivnneu.
Wo need to examine and atrength.
en cvery clement that anpporu
these values.

The Rev. David Strong is pastor
of Central United Methodist
Church in Detroit. If you have a
queation or comment, call him at
953-2047, mailbox number 1878,
ana Iouch -tone phone.
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‘[Health & Wellness |
Seminar
Saturday, February 12
| 1 AM. - 4:30 P.M.
Vladimir's

|
| 28124 Grand Rivor Ave. l
Farmington Hills, MI.

For Information Call
| 1-800-443-9968
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“the Scooter Store”
Amigos

&
Other Brands
g Trunklifts
New + Used » Sales * Service

LIFTCHAIRS *495%
317 E, Fourth St. « Reyal Oak

DOLL LOVERS
Don't Misa avings
Up to 30%

APerioct G For |
l Valentine's Dayl
Sala Ends 21

Asszander > © EHtarbee +
. + Zook »

Sadoctad Dolts Hot

3347 w12 Mile .- Borkiey
M.Bat. 10-5:30 Frl 104 [513) asanis

“TALKING
BOOKS
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Everyone loves to hear
a good book.
Listen while driving
Jor exercising

6692 Orchard Lake Rd.
West Bloomfield Plaza
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Iy payents under
comrntional 24-month Red
Carpes Lewse pls cash dowrr
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ment under the Adwnce
Payment Frogram tere,
18,0501, $7.210. Ty
and tite eatra, “Abeays
wrur yous ity belt.
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ve off with any of these four great
curys right now..for a great low price!

§ STANDARD FEATURES! s DRIVER-SIDE
AR BAG' # 3.0-LITER OHC V-6 ENG
ELECTRONIC FUEL INJECTION ¢ FRONT-WHEEL DRIVE

¢ FOUR-WHEEL ANTI-LOCK ORAKE SYSTEM * POWER
STEERING ¢ ELECTRONIC AM/FM STEREO CASSETTE
PREFERRED EQUIPMENT
PACKAGE G2 A POWER WINDOWS/LOCKS
© DUAL POWER MIRRORS ® Be\YAY POWER DRIVER'S SEAT FIrst Month’s Payttenit!soavccsunssseane
* ALUMINUM WHEELS ® 7-PASSENGER SEATING

¢ MULTI-POINT

1994 MERCURY VILLAGER GS
2 ; g A Moxih For
4 \!‘f\'nn

APP Pament,

1NINAL
1 LA

3299
N/A

Daown Ity

STANDARD

ATURES:»
ENGINE ¢ SEQUENTIAL MULTI-PORT ELECTRONIC FUEL
INJECTION ® SPEED-SENSITIVE VARIABLE-ASSIST POWER
RACK-AND-PINION STEERING ® POWER BRAKES ¢ CFC-
FREE AIR CONDITIONER ¢ DRIVER- AND RIGHT-FRONT
PASSENGER-SIDE AIR BAG SUPPLEMENTAL RESTRAINT

.0-LITER V-6

AMAnhR 2

Systemt PREFERRED EQUIPMENT

PACKAGE 45T At POWER SIDE WINDOWS
o FINGERTIP SPEED CONTROL # POWER LOCK GROUP
* 6-WAY POWER DRIVER'S SEAT ¢ ALUMINUM WHEELS
* ELECTRONIC AM/FM STEREO CASSETTE RADIO

APP Payment!

Flrst Montit's Payntem

1994 MERCURY SABLE GS

Sup Ur T 39 Win( O A w1 Pasast

7210

AR IRERE Y]

STANDARD FEATURES:s DRIVER AND RIGHT-FRONT PASSENGER
AIR BAG SUPPLEMENTAL RESTRAINT SYSTEM' ¢ 3.8-LITER V-6 ENGINE

* SEQUENTIAL MULTI-PORT ELECTRONIC FUEL INJECTION ¢ POWER STEERING

® CFC-FREE AIR CONDITIONER * ELECTRONIC AM/FM STEREO WITH CASSETTE
PREFERRED EQUIPMENT PACKAGE 260A. FincerTIr
SPEED CONTROL * POWER LOCK GROUP ® ELECTRIC REAR WINDOW DEFROSTER
 LIGHT GROUP ® 6WAY POWER DRIVER'S SEAT ® CAST ALUMINUM WHEELS

1994 MERCURY COUGAR XR7

Avout

16,’

STANDARD FEATURES! {6-LiTER SOHC V-8 ENGINE

 SEQUENTIAL MULTI-PORT ELECTRONIC FUEL INJECTION ® SPEED-SENSITIVE,
LE-ASSIST FOWER STEERING ® DRIVER- AND RIGHT-FRONT PASSENGER-$IDE
AIR BAG SUPFLEMENTAL RESTRAINT SYSTEM' ® 4-WHEEL POWER DISC BRAKES

» CFC-FREE AIR CONDITIONER * POWER WINDOWS ¢ POWER OUTSIDE MIRRORS
® G-WAY PUWER DRIVER'S SEAT ® ELECTRONIC AM/FM STEREO CASSETTE
rapi0 PREFERRED EQUIP

o FINGERTIP SPEED CONTROL ¢ POWER LOCK GROUP ¢ El.Ecmc REAR wmoow
DEFROSTER ® FRONT AND REAR CARPETED FLOOR MATS

VARI

MENT

ACKAGH 157A:

GRAND MARQUBGS

18844
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1994 MERCURY
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