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A Farmington Hilla woman
hos found that patking in a
handicapped space can ba one
big hassle.

Anita Latise Tucker, 36, was
bound over to face felony
charges in circult court Feb, 28
stemming from an attempt to is-
sue her a handicapped parking
violation — a $100 ticket,

Judge Fred Harrls found
enough evidence to bind Tucker
over to circuit court after teati-
mony by the Farmington Hille
police officer who arrested her
and the handicapped parking
enforcement volunteer who tried
u;xivc her a parking ticket Jan.

Tucker's attorney, Judith
Gracey, said her client would
hove waived Monday's prelimi-
nary exam except that Oakiand
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was in front of the space end
clearly visiblo, he said.

“We had already started writ-
ing the ticket when she came
out,” Shortt said,

When Gracey asked why the
polico car was parked bebind
Tucker's, Shortt denled it was
to block her exit.

Tucker ’managed to move her

County i p

Thad Morgan wanted to add two
felonious assault charges in ad-
dition to existing charges of
malicious destruction of police
property and reslsting arrest.

For the added charges of as-
soult and attempted assault,
Tucker could face four years and
two yenrs, reapectively.

Bill Shortt, 72, and a retired
volunteer in the handicapped
parking enforcement program
for the past three years, said ho
ond his partner, Stanley Lee.
man, hnd spotted Tucker's blue
Ford Festiva In o handicapped
parking space at the First of
America bank on Orchard Lake
Reoad at about 3:30 p.m.

Offered to move car

Tucker came out of the bank
and offered to move her car, he
testified, telling him she hadn't
been aware that she wan illegal.
ly parked.

It is department policy to
park the police car, marked as a
potice car for handicapped park-
ing enforcement, behind the ve.
hicle being ticketed in order not
to take up another parking
space, Shortt said. A sign with
the handicapped parking logo

car by wing it” and
parked in & legel, nonhandi-
capped space two spaces aver,
Shortt soid. Leeman then
moved tha police car behind her
car after Tucker had again en-
tered the bank.

Shortt, who was standing be-
tween the rear bumber of Tuck-
er's car and the front side of the
police car, continued writing the
ticket,

“Why did you park behind
her car if it was legally parked?”
Gracoy said,

Shortt, who had said there
were plenty of legal spaces avail-
able when he began writing the
ticket, sald they parked behind
Tucker's car because he and
Leemen did not want to take up
o parking space.

Backed into him

He said when Tucker came
out of the bank “maybe a min-
ute and a half later,” she
jumped into her car, started the
engine and backed the car into
him and the police car,

“She backed up abruptly and
hit my left leg,” he said.

She then managed to drive
the car away. At that point,
Hills police officers tracked

Anita Tucker

down the car, using information
provided by Shorit and Lecman,
to the Botsford Terrace Apart-
ments, whore Tucker Lives.

‘When palice officers John Re-
gorrah and Mike Ciaramitare
arrived along with a wrecker to
impound the car for evidence at
about 65:40 p.m., Tucker came
out of her apartment, got in the
car, started the engine and
screamed “you aren't taking my
. . .car,” Ciaramitaro testified.

Ciaramitaro, a five-year veter-
an of the force, sald it was at
that point Tucker locked her car
doors and tried to drive it away,
deapita it being surrounded by a
parked car, a police car and the
wrecker.

“When [ saw her drive on the
(snow-covered) lawn, 1 believed
she didn't have any common
sense,” he said.

William Shortt

‘] was scared’

Ciaramitaro said he tried to
apen the door while Reggorah
went to get a Slim-Jim to help
open the locked doors, when
Tucker came toward him off of
the lawn. He again grabbed the
driver's side door handle, but
the car continued, forcing him to
back pedal, he soid, adding thoat
he was holding onto the car for
balance.

¥ was scared,” he sald, “I
thought if I let go that I would
be run over.”

He then drew his gun and or-
dered Tucker to “freeze,” he
said,

“Had you come to arrest her?”

d.
“Did you cver tell her she was
under arrest?”

“When I pulled out the gun
and ordered her to stop she was
under arrest,” he said.

Tllegally parked woman to face trial

Gracey also joned the

Man gets
boot camp
in office
break-ins

actual arrest, which took place
on Grand River a few minutes
after Tucker had driven away
ond the officers had followed in
weparate cars. They had then
broken a window and used pep-
per gas to subdue Tucker before
unlocking the car door and
“drogging her out” of the car,
Ciaramitaro testified.

“Did you slam her down on
the ground?” Gracey said.

*No. We put her down on the
ground,” he said.

“Didn’t you say you dragged
her out of her ca?”

*“We used force.”

Ciaramitaro said although po-

to the scene of the_
crime proved the undoing fora 21° °
year-old Southfield man. .

Oakland Circuit Court Judge’
Denise  Longford-Morris  sen-.
tenced Edsall Franklyn Ellison to?
prison boot camp in leu of part of ;
a 2-10 year prison sentence for.
breaking into and entering an off-2
ice building on Orchard Lake in;
Farmingten Hills — twice, .

Ellicon, who had been in the.
Qokland  County jail, is stilll
awaiting sentencing in Woyne!
County for violating his probation;
on u conviction for a break-in
there,

Hills police arrested Ellison at.

lice used only the force req
to subdue Tucker, because she
was resisting, “it couldn't be
done gingerly.”

Tucker, who shook her head
often during the officer’s testi-
mony, remains free on bond.

about 8 a.m. Dec. 29 ncar the off-:
ice building and d office,
equipment that had replaced.-
more than $68,000 worth of office
equipment he had stolen Dec. 19, !
The boot camp lasts 90 da;
afer which the remainder of hi
sentence will be determined.
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' Clatification: A chart in the Feb, 7 edi

tion of the Farmington Observer should have said

the Farmington Public Schools hold-harmless rate for homestead property is 0.01624

R L e

under the March 16 ballot plan, and

reflects those figures.

0.00842 under the statutory plan. The chart above
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