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Moon does more than just play a role in romance

There will bo

no - moon_ on
‘Thurs Now,
don'’t panlv the
moon isn't golng
*, to fall out of the
sky. There's al-
ways ono day
each month
when thero ie

“no* moon. It's

more commonly

known as “now"

moon, howover,

and it officlally
will occur at 9:30 a.m. on Thurs-
day. Tho moon will bs located be-
tween the carth and the sun and
will not be visible,

The moon WILL be visiblo the
evening aftor the now moon. Look
toward the western horizon
around 6:46 p.m. on the 11th, and
you will see the thin “smile” of
the moon grinning like tho
Cheshire cat Use binoculars, look
one degreo (two moon dlameters)
“to the lelt of the moon, and you
_should be able to see Morcury.
"That planet hoa been viulbln all
“month, but it will fade rapidly
during the next few daya.

The moon will have completed
tho first quarter of its orhit
around the earth at 12:47 p.m. on
Feb. 18, Although the first quar-
ter phase is easily vistble, it does
not have the same significance as
the new moon phese does for
many cultures.

The moon will be in the con-
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" stellation of Taurus the bull on

the evening of the 18th. The ‘oye’
of Taurus, marked by the orange.
red stor Aldeboran (al DEB a

* ran), will be located below and to

the loft of the moon, Above and to
the right of the moon will be the
bull’s “shoulder,” marked by the
Pleiades (PLEE a dees) star clus-
ter. Tho Plelades, which looks
{ike a tiny “dipper,” will bo easier
to spot with binoculars,

Natice how much the moon
moaves in just one night; on the
following evening (Feb. 19) tho
moon will have moved 12 degrees
: (24 moon diameters) and passed
+ Aldebaran.

. Mercury will be at inferfor con-
Junction on the 20th, The planet
will be located between the earth
and the sun and will not be visi-
ble. The only planet now visible
. in the aky will be Jupiter, and you
- will have to be up before sunriso
- tosce it in tho south southweat.

Notice the bright red star below
“and to the right of the moon on
- the evening of the 20th. This star
is one of the most famous in tho

sky; it's name is Betelgouso
(“Beetlo julce”), and it was
known long before the movie of
the same name that starred Mi-
chael Keaton. The namo means
“Armpit of the Glant,” end it
mnrlm that part of Orion's anato-

Bnmlgcuue is also knuwn as Al-
pha Orionis; it is tho brightest
star in Orion, hence it was given
the first letter of the Greek alpha-

bet. Betelgeuse is the 11th bright-
est star In the sky, and it is one of
the largeat known, If placed where
the sun is, Betelgeuse would easl-
]y exu:nd beyond the orbit of

Emmnten of the diameter vary
from 550 to 920 times the sizo of
tho sun, The star certainly
doesn’t look like s giant becauso
of ita distance; it's believed to be
about 520 light years away from
ue, That mcans the light we see
tonight left Betelgeuse around the
yeu 1474, (And of course EV-

RYONE knows that was one
ynnr after tho birth of Coperni-
cus!)

Satumn will be in conjunction
with the sun on Feb, 21,

The planet will be located behlnd
. the sun, a8 seen from the earth,
“and will not be visible,

The moon will be found within
. the constellation of Gemini the
* twins on the ovening of the 21st.
. Notice the star directly to the
ﬂzht of the moon. It is the third
bdshuxlt star in Gemini, hence
it's known as Gamma Gemi-
" norum. Its proper name is g:lvon
s as both Albuna and
" which means “a brand on the
. right aide of the camel'a neck.” If
‘- nothing else, the Arablan
. skywatchers had Imagination!

"j Thn moon will be approaching

us (REG you lus),

*the
- the "hem." of l.m the lion, on the .

. evening of the 24th.
* Look toward the east around 7:16
: p m.
Full moon phase will occur at
H 8.15 p.m. on Feb. 25.
*The February full ‘moon mnt by
-aeveral names; some Nltlvs
 American Indians called [t th
: Snow Moon, to others it was t!u
 Hunger Moon, still others named

- - it the Wolf Moon. The ful! moan

* will have passed Regulus and will
: be rising neuly due east., It will

bclnt.hl-mloubukvmttho .

; sun will be
: { month when spring arrives.
:  ‘The planet Venus omddly will

1

be in tho evening eky at tha ond of
the month, although it will be vis-
Ible- with difficulty, Try looking
along the horlizon, midway be.
tween due weat and west south-
west, with binoculars around 6:46
p.m. The glow of evening twilight
will make finding Venus a chal.
Tenge; the fact that the planat will
be only four degrees above the ho-
rizon will add to the challenge.

Venus will become better placed
for easy viowing in March and will

remain in the evening aky through
Soptember,

Jupiter, which has been rlriﬂ.lng
slowly sastward through the stars
of Libra, will bo stationary on
Fob, 28 and then begin retrograde
(“backward") motion. During the
noxt four months the planet will
drift 10 degrees (20 moon diame-
tors) westward, crossing into Vir-
go. This “backward" mation is an
optical Hllusion, caused when the
faster moving earth posses be-

tween slower moving Jupiter and
the sun,

One hour and 30 minutes be-
fore the official end of February
(10:30 p.m.), you will find the
moon rising in tho cast southeast.
“mdlng" the moon, like a

“cowperson” on a horse, will be
the star Spica, Spica will be EX-
TREMELY close to the moon,
near the moon's upper leR edge.
{Don’t fret about e collision; Spi-
ca Is a good 276 light years away.)

'l‘ha bri;hl glare of tha moon will
make scoing Spica difficult with
the naked eye; use binoculars and
try to epot Splca without looking
directly at the moon. Looking at
the moon. will NOT harm your
eyes, but the moon will be bright,
and binoculors will magnify that
brightness; that would cortalnly

dazzle your eyes!

date with the sky Is che monthly
‘Sky Calendar! availablo from
Abroms Planetarium, Michigan’
State University, East Lansing
48824, A one year subscription h
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