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Judge Denise Langford-Morrls

sentence from page 1A

Grace from page 1A

Other signs point to William
Graco thriving rather than merely
surviving. .

A stronger parent teaching or-
gonization has emerged in the
past few years, The group has
raised money to buy new comput-
ors for the media conter and is
getting more people from the com-
munity involved,

The organization’s next project
is to buy new playground cquip-
ment for the school.

Willlam Grace has also entered
into a partnership with nearby
Botaford Hospital, Children have

mado greeting cards and per-
formed muslcals for Elder-Med
i Nutritionists and physi-

ded

she had to what wasa

lopger than the
minimum guideline of 36
months that Maas and Bauer's
attorney David Gorcyca had
agreed was appropriate before
Monday's sentencing.

Just bofore sentencing,
Langford-Morris agreed to a re-
quest to take into account the
boy's pediatrician's opinion
that a recurring bowel problem
was related to the sexual gs-
snults, She also agreed with
Maas that Bauer's “exploita-
tlon" should alse be considered
in the sentence.

Gorcyca countered that his
cllent had pleaded no contest
based on the lower guidelines.

“I just can't see how this
man can be sent to prison for
clght years,” he said before
Langford-Morris sentenced his
clicnt, exceeding that lower
guideline by two yeara, “As a
former prosecutor (in Onkland
County), I would not ever con-
sider this appropriate,”

He added that his client was
progressing in counseling and
had been promoted at work
over the past year.

“His therapists have said
prison would be extremely det-
rimental (to Bauer)," Gorcyca
sald, “This is not the answer.”

But the judge, who pointed
out that the guidelinea are not
binding, reminded Gorcyca
that in addition to what was
best for Bauer's rehabilitation,

.members of Bauer's family

fair punishment, what was in
the best Intereats of the victim
and his family and how to set
an examplo by the sentence.

Bauer had discovered
through his therapy that he
had beon sexually abused as an
11.year-old, Gorcyca said.
Ironically, Bauer ndmitted to
sexually abusing his victim
who was 11 at the time,

In his statement before sen-
tencing, Bauer apologized to
the victim and family.

“That night I destroyed my
family,” he snid. “Only
through counseling was I able
to see the damage I did to the
victim, I wish someday I could
apologize to them."”

The victim's mother fought
back tears and read a state.
ment condemning “Joe" for his
actions in taking advantago of
her son's and family's trust.
She olso pratsed her son as Ya
hero for standing up for him-
self and protecting his
(yaungor) brother.”

OQutside of court she sald the
family was “extremely satis-
fied” with the verdict.

Goreyca tried to comfort

who were stunned by the sen.
tence,
“It’'s 100 percent sure,” he
snid of chances for appeal.
“The prosccutor didn't cven
know about this (change in
guidelines).”
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cians from the hospital retumn the
favor by speaking to classes,

New principal at Grace

‘The school also has a new prin-
cipal.

Barb Novatis takes over for
Richord Close, who retired in
Janurary after 15 years at the
school. Novatis, who was princi-
pal at Wood Creek Elomentary for
aight years, reportedly wanted the
transfer to Williom Grace,

All those things scem to pro- “As with any school, parent in.
vide a ingboard for botter 1 s not 100 percent,”
times, But, there’s still work Braceialo sald, “We
ahead, parents to become involved.”

Willlam Grace’s schoel im- That's not always easy.

provement team has outlined
somo goals, including improving
teat scores, This year's MEAP ro-
sults saw a neatly 8 percent jump
in fourth-grade reading scores
(46,4 sotlsfactory compared to
38.6 in 1992) while there was a no-
ticeable drop in math and science.

“We hope a nurturing, wolcom-
ing climate will help those
scores,” Novatis satd."Those aro
snapshots ... .Wo hope we

Compared with other elementa-
1y schools in tho district, William
Graco docs not draw from an ef-
fluent arca. §t's not uncommon
for both parents to work, or in
some cascs, have one parent rals-
ing o chitd.

A double-sell job
Sometimes, it's a doublo-sell
Job to child ?nd pnnn't on the,im-
0

wouldn't d on one
scare. Thero are a lot of thinga
that make a school tick."”

Part of it is getting more par-
ents wound up in school affairs,

Fran Bracclale, of Grace PTO,
eatimates 60 percent of the pare
ents belong to her group, Thoy're
trying to increase the number
through various activitics such as
skating partics and nighta whero
parents can learn about comput-
ers in the media center.

Pollak
sold,

“When they go home — there's
nobody home for lots of them —
nobady asks them how they did.
If they did ask and said, ‘I did
lousy,’ there would be no reper-
cugsion.

“You can just do so much in
school,” Pollak said. “When they
go back home and this is not an
important job to the people at
home, it's real hard for mo to con-

vince the kida thot it is import..
ant” H

Pollak credits tho PTO for:
turning some of those attitudes.
around. She said the group haa.
become more than just a sociol;
outlet, “Thoy have a goal,” she;
o

Pollak sece many strengths ot:
Willlam Grace, too. She said the!
stafl s committed and the chal-;
lenges as a teacher are rewarding.

“I'm very proud to say I teach
here,” Pollak satd.

Carolyn Danielson agrees.!
She's been teaching at Grace for
31 yeara and raves about the facil-
ity, stafl, parents and studenta.

Others share their enthusiasm,

On a tour of the school, Novatis
marvels at the facilitles for ape-
cinl education students and the
Reading Recovery Room.

‘Tha change would seem to be a
radical one for her compared to
Wood Creek, but the new princi-
pal iz already it's most srdent
sales person, calling Grace the
*“jewel of the district.”

Said Novatis: “Just becouse
you haven't heard of William
Grace doesn’t mean we're not
here.”

1P.M.-2:30 P.M.

JAZZ PIANIST

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 1994
THIS SUNDAY, ENJOY A
CONCERT IN THE PARK AS

EXTRAORDINAIRE BESS
BONNIER PERFORMS IN THE

SHOPPING |(QURS: MONDAY-SATURDAY 10 A.M.9 P.M. »
1-275 EXPRESSWAY AT WEST 51X MILE & NEWBURGI{ ROADS

ﬁﬂ; T theBort

FASHIONS IN RED WILL BE
INFORMALLY MODELED BY RUSSELL'S
TUXEDOS, CASUAL CORNER AND

ELEGANZA BOUTIQUE.
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NEAR LGNS KT FEBROAR 1. YOUL DISCOVER TUE
: FEBR . You'
NEAR OLGA'S KITCHEN PERFECT, HEARTFELT GIFT FOR YOUR
VALENTINE AT LAUREL PARK PLACE.

‘THE FIRST 100 PEOPLE WILL RECEIVE
A FREE CHOCOLATE ROSE.

SUNDAY 12 NOON:5 P.M.
« LIVONIA » 4621100
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Taste authentic Mexican

dishes without leaving the country.
Or even thisg area code.

town, at the new Cantina del Rio, Offer

serves dishes made from the fresh~
est ingredients, from recipes that,

too, are.authentically Mexican.

he same, wonderful food you'd normally

need a passport to enjoy has just arrived in

the
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Hickory-grilled specialties, like Camarones

Pacificos, shrimp

d in bacon. Al

y
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1, food sl

joyful apirit of a Mexican cantina, Cantina del Rio

And Fajitas del Rio, with

“tender pieces of marinated beef or chicken. 8o

7 Mile & 1-278 » Livonia, Michigan « (313) B91-6300

visit Cantina del Rio for Mexican
cuislne that's beyond compare, yot

singly ¢lose to home,

‘Grand Openimng - .
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