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Great numbers of callers are
concorned — even worried —
about the affidavit you must fill
out to get the lower property tax
rate on your principal homestead.

Your concern {8 that you will be
taxed 24 mills, the non-home.
stead rate, Instead of the lower
rate — six mills if Proposal A
pases, 12 mills if it doesn’t. You
want to make sure your home-
stead affidavit is received, filled
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out and returned properly.

Q. Wil every homecwner
recolve this form? When?

A. Yes. In half the state, includ-
ing Oakland County, it will be
maled by county government. In
many cities, the nssessor will
send it out. Elsewhere, the state
Treasury Department will send it
to you. They'rs coordinating ef-
forts to make sure you get one
copy — not zero, not two.

It's duo In the mail about Feb.
16 and is due back to your local
city or township asscssor by

arch 1.
Don't panic! I've seen a sample,
1t takes barely a minute to fill

out. For non-ngricultural home-
steads, it will ank for four bits of
fnformation:

1. Property identification num-
ber — it's already printed on your
‘mailed form.

(If you use something other
than tho form mailed by the as-
sessor, you'll need to fill in the
“PIN" number. In my city, it's a
12-digit number that sppears just
above my name on the tax bill.)

2, Your signature and the co-
owner's {usually your apouse’s),

3. Your soclal security number
and the co-owner’s.

4. The street addrcss of the
property only if it's different from
where you receive your mail.

Q. If I foll to slgn and return
this form by March 1, will I be
tazed 24 mills on my | d?

A, Have someone forward your

If that {sn't feasible, visit your
city or township assessor and ex-
plain the situation, Take along a
copy of your property tax bill with
the PIN number. Thia newspaper
can't speak for 2,000 local asses-
sors, but we'll bet they let you fill
out the form in the office,

‘When you go to Florida, take
along a coupla of blank coples for
your Michigan “snowbird”
friends who haven't heard about
this exemption. Watch the local
medla. The state and this news-
paper will advertise the program
in Florida and pethaps Arizona.

This writer's parents are full-
year Floridians, but their next
door neighbors spend only the
cold months thers and are doml-

A. The law doesn't provide fora
“grace” period yet, but the Legls-
1sture is working on bills to ex-
tend the filing date because so
é-;nny older folks will be in Flori-

Q. My wifo and I are leaving
for Florida Feb. 12 and won't
return untll March 17, Where
docs this leavo us?

ciled in Livi County. When
1 visit, Il take Janet end Ed an
extra copy of the form, as a neigh-
borly faver.

For o nominal service fee, this
newspaper is offering a fax ond
mail service with the atate Treas-
ury Department form, just in case
the assessor missed you h

" partment: “Owning

‘Taxpayers make affidavit queries’

Q. I have two homes in south.;
ern Michigan. Would I be able to:
change the designation of which;
ia my primary residence at a later.

date? Co

A, Yea. Fill out a new form at:
the assessor’s office in the city or-
township whers you're claiming
primary 1:cidence. .

Q. I have two homes — one I
live in and one I'm selling on land
contract. Can the person buying:
on land contract get a homestead:

hold the legal title to the home-
stead or that you are buylng it on
aland contract.”

Q. My husband and I are co-
owners, We have separated. He
hos moved out, but I live in the
house, No divorce proceedin,

A. Ask your husband to sign
the form. If he can't or won't, visit
your city assessor and explain the

situation.

Q. officlals check my
homestead affidavit sgainst my
voter registration to see if thoy

Watch this column.
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From The Heart

Tiffany's colored stonc heart pendant crossed with
elghteen karat gold on an 18" chain, . ,
Pink thodochrosite, $225. Lapis, $250. Amethyst, 250, -
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[ntroducing

PrerERRED CHOICES OPTIONS.

A New HeEALTH CARE PLAN
For DETROIT EDISON
FMIPLOYEES.

WenE Wikt
- InTO YOUR WORID.

" Here's good news if you're a Detroit Edison
employee. Right now duringopen enrollment, you
can sign up for a new health care plan from the
same folks that brought you Care Choices HMO. .

" Wscalled Preferred Choices Options. And it's’
" the only plan offered to you that provides as
- muchaccestoasmany
"' hospitals over as widean .

area, Fifteen hospitals in all throughout Wayne, *
Macomb, Oakland, St. Clair, Livingston, .
‘Washtenaw, and Monroe Counties.

For the complete détails on the specific - .
" Preferred Choicas Options coverage plan for
h employees, call 1800-092-6857.
- Youlll see how well we!
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