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FiFry Cents

Flle now
to declare
residence

March 1is the
deadline to send
your city or township assessor an affidavit
daclaring your home Is your principal resl-
dence. Most homeowners should have
recelvad personalized alfidavit forms by now.
Take one minute to fill It out and return It to
your P i diatel
It's best lo wait for the malled form because
Ttwill cantaln your PIN (property identification
number), an gssentlal plece of Information.

{f you don't get a form by (say) the end of
this waek, this newspaper will sand you ane
for a $4.95 service charge. Call tali free at
1-800-967-5004 from anywhere in the U.S.
Ask for /tem 0301, Have your Visa or
Mastarcard charge card ready.

You may choose delivery by:

« Fax {glve tha complate number with area

cade).
« Mall {give complete mailing address with
2ZIP code). .
« Federal Express overnight (for an additional
20), .

the case of a fatal arson fire in
Farmington Hills back in early
1993. A man died and a historic
home was destroyed. /2A

Funeral services: Brian McCar-
thy, Farmington Hills business-
man who was found shot to death
in Mexico, was buried Monday.
..The circumstances of his'death re-
main under investigation. /3A

Litigious society: The Legisla-
ture and the courts can help solve
this problem. /14A

Decision nears: With the March
15 vote on school financing less
than one month away, we're sug-
gesting how to vote and why. /14A

L !

Swimming event: Farmington
High and Harrison competeé:i ina
dual meet Tuesday. /1B

Wrestling tourney: Farmington
had two champions in the Western
Lakes tournament. /1B,

Across tife air waves: Guest co-

lumnist Bill Kalich of Farmington

Hills writes about how amateur
radio %perators help in emergen-
cies. /1C
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Slaying gives life to liti

ter of Jackie Ponke.

By LARRY O'CONNOR
STALY WRITER

Aside from the criminal case, Jack-
{e Ponke's slaying has sparked a ur-
ry of litigation,

Legal proceedings have begun over
guardionship of the couple’s 9.year-
old daughter, Ashley, as well as con-

The wheels of justice are turning in the Jackie Ponke
slaying case — and they include civil suits as well as a
first-degree murder trial, One of the considerations is
the guardianship of Ashley Ponke, 9-year-old daugh-

acrvatorship of asscts held by Ray-
mond Ponke and his wife,

Also, a scparate lawsuit has been
filed in circuit court by Jnckkz

Raymond Ponke is scheduled to be
arraigned at 1:30 pan. today before

"Judge Jessica Cooper.

An attorncy representing the vic-

_tim’s-family won't say if other suits

'will fotlow in the wake of the slaying.
Jockie Ponke's brother, Dennis Lutz,
didn’t want to comment.

“That (the suit against Raymond
Ponke) is the only one we have going
at this time,” said attorncy Robert
Gagniuk, who the victim's

Ponke's relati against

Ponke, who is charged with first.de-
gree murder in her death Jan. 8 in o
Farmington denta) office.

family.
A hearing over Ashley Panke's
dianship has been adj d un-

:Lan, 'ple;ase ge
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. Zap:Zap Mark Diill of Birmingham chagerones the comb
* ‘ton, where patrons zap friend and foe alike. For )
i he,Su Ll ‘_Ll'fe Section, 1C.
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Gulf War vet dies in bizarré accident

BY Bit.t. COUTANT
BTAVY WRITER

A Farmington Hills reaident and a
Guif War veteran dled Sunday after
apparently inhaling hellum gas in his
apartment.

Farmington Hills pollce said Rob-
ert Helminiak, 28, probably died from
asphyxiation' after inhaling hellum
from o tank sometime between 4-6
p.m, In his apartment at the Muir-

" wood Apartments, Droke and Nine
. Mile.

“There was no note or any signs of
auicide,” aaid police inspector Tom
Godwin. “And there wero no signs of

a struggle. At thin polnt we believe it *

was just a tragic accident,”

Helminiak worked in maintenance
at the glant npartment complex, Dick
Williams, monager at Muirwood, sald
it was agoinst company policy to com-
ment on the case.

Godwin sald o gate security guard
told police that Helminiak talked to
him and then filled up & garbage bag
with helium from a tank in the guard
hausoe that is used to fill balloons for
open houses and other functions at
the complex,

‘The security guard told police Hel-
miniak then snid ho wasa going “to gel
high,” Godwin said. .

Holminink’s roommute, Robert
MacDonald, 23, came back to his
aportment at sbout 6 p.m. and saw
that Helminiok’s bedroom door was
closed. Since the maintenance man
was on call nnd sometimes worked
unusun! hours, MacDonald did not
disturb him, Godwin sald, until he
heard Helminink’s beeper go off sev.
eral times without a response.

He then cntered the bedroom and
sow Helminiak with the bog over his
head, MacDonald, who had lived with
Helminiok for about three months
but had been a longtime friend,
ripped open the bag to find his room-
mate had stopped breathing.

© 1034 Subasban Communications Caporaten

gation

til Monday, Feb. 28, before Judge
Joan Young in Oakland County Pro-
bate Court.

heduled

A hearlng s
Wednesdny, Feb, 23, before Judge
Rudy Nichola in circult court in the
suit filed against Raymond Ponke.

The two-part suit says that Ray-
mond Ponke is responsible for his ac.
tions. in his wife’s murder; and, if
found to be mentally ill, that he was
negligible in not seeking help, Gog-
niuk satd,

Scc LITIGATION, 4A

Kennedy
fires up
area Dems

By LARRY O'CONNOR
STary WRITER .

‘The old joke might have gone like
this: How mony Oakland County
Demoerats does it take to screw in a
lighthulh?

Only one, but try finding him,

‘These still in the dork obout the
clout of Oukland Dems would have
found 650 on hond, ready to illumi-
nate o new era ot the 34th Annual
Phil Hart Dinner Sunday.

(4} had 1 by the Republi
juggernaut of the 1980y, county Dems
were displaying newly found moxie
during their annual fund-raiser at
The Adot Shalom Synogogue in
Farmington Hills.

“We're getting there,” said Michacl
Silver of West Bloomfield. *You'd be
surprised how many Democrats that
we have out here.”

Buoyed by an impassioned speech
by-keynote speaker U.S. Rep. Joseph
Kennddy,son-of the late Robert Ken-
nedly, the party brethren ha’ two tar-
gets well in sight and plenty of ar.
TUWS, ;

Several contestants for Don Rie.
gle's sovn-to-he vacated U.S. Senate
seat ottended as well as gut il
hopeluts,

“They're (Republicans) going to
throw everything into this Scnate
election,” said Frank Garrison, presi-
dent of the Michigan AFL-CIO.
“They're going to throw everything
but a gord candidate.” .

Contenders on hand

D ic U.S. Senate
in attendence included state Sen.
Jahn Kelly, former state Rep. Bill
Brodhead of Binghom Farms, state
Sen. Lana Pollack of Ann Arhor, U.S.
Rep. Boh Carr and Macomb prosecu-
tor Carl Marlinga, .

They only recelved encouragement
— not an endorsement — from Rie-
gle, who spoke after receiving an hon-
or lor his pubtic service.

Riegle is not seeking a fourth term,
in order to spend more time with his,
family. He told of the difficulty in
making his decision, recalling a visit
to the grave site on Mackinac lsland

Sce KENNEDY, 3A

Farmington Hills EMS and fire-
fighters from Station 1 responded to
the eall,

“He had a black plastic bag over
his head and was obviously dead,”
sald Hills fire Chief Richard Mar-
Inucei.

Helminiok was pronounced dead at
the scene. A preliminary autopsy re-
port states that Helminiak died from
a tack of oxygen, Godwin sald. Palice
aro still waiting for a toxicology re-
port. X

Marinucci and Godwin sald they
had not come In contact with any
similar cases In the erea. - N

T

how to say it so they will listen,
‘The information is new and many

course.

What's TWYKAA all about?

WYKAA (Talking With Your Kids About
Alcohol) is a nationally recognized course
dosigned to teach parents what to say to
thelr teena and pre-teens about alcohol — and

Farmington-

arca parents have invested houss in learning the

Mote parent volunteers are needed.
Moming and evening sessions on TWYKAA are

planned in the near future at East Middle Schoot

on Middlebelt Road. They wiil be 8:30-11:46 a.m.

Tuesdays, March 1, 8, 16 and 22; and 7:30-9:456  *

day, March d Thursdays, 10,

p.m, 0 2, ani
- 17 and 24. Cost [2 $10 per family for materials.
For more information ot to register, call instruc. | petith

on.

 FARMINGTON FOCUS

tor Linda Enberg at 4762303, or Farmington
Families In Actlon at 851.8565 baelore Friday, Feb.
25.

Art competition planned

igh schoo) atudents residing in the Farm.
{ngton School District are luvited to sub-
mit works of art — original in concept and

$50 each.

produetion — for conslderation at the Farmington the Farmington rver, 21898 Farmington Road,
Area Arts Commission's ninth-annual Art Com- | Farmington 48336, foxed to 477-9722 or dropped
off at the newspaper office. .

Works will be judged 6.7 p.m. Wedneaday,
March 16, at East Middle School on Middlebelt
Road between 10 and 13 Mile roads. - .

Separate prizes will be awarded in the categoties
of two- and three-dimensional work. First prize is
$250, second is $150 and honorable mentions are

Entties must be accompanied by a statement of
design to tell if tha work isan nilﬁnnl ideaorif

relerence materials were' wards will be pre.
sented 3-5 p.m. Sunday, April 24, at the Farming-
ton Community Center. R

Items for Farmington Focus may be mmlai to

0 .
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