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Concerts feature

ith a class lood of 18 credits, award-win-
i

The more things
change, the more
they. . .

George  Bernard
Shaw, masterful
playwright and po-
litieal  wit, had
great fun sticking
pins in the polfitlﬁl
y correctniess of his

HUGH day. Though Shaw

GALLAGHER sy n sacialist, in n
rather genteel British fashion, he
could aim his barbs in all dircetions
with equal sting.

The Mendow Brook Theatre is
presenting o zestful, stylized pro.
duction of Shaw's still funny, stiil
relevant battle of the sexes comedy
*You Never Can Tell.”

Though Shaw hegins with a tooth

young musicians
w glln!nmn:z:mllucnn"l hnvl‘cn;x:‘!f l:lmu for

composing but adds things are going well far him
at the Shepherd School of Music at Rice Universi-
Ly in Houston, Texas.
Hek majoring in math and science and had been
- up all night studying for a music history test when
we talked on the telephone. With the test behind
* him, Bonamici was relaxed and enthusiastic as he
tatked about performing in a new addition to the
Cranbroook Music Guild Series called “Undiscov.
ered American Artists” on March 1,

“1'm thrilled,” he said. “In choosing a program |
chose music from a wide variety of time periods
from Baroque to post romantic.”

A 1992 graduate of Stevenson High School in
Livonia, B has won perle
ance competitions locally and nationolly and per-
tormed extensively in the Detroit area. He has

" studied piano since he was 5.

*Tony is a remarkeble young man who appears

to have enormous musical talent and yet is defi-

- pitely not a prodigy. He accepts his gifts without
being impressed with himself and also works at
the pinne long hours,” said Elaine DeWolfe, pro-
gram dlirector for the Cranbrook Music Guild
Chamuer Seriek,

Bonamici's concert 8 p.m. Tuesday, March 1, in
the library of Cranbrook House will include works
of Bach, Beethoven, Brahms and Cesar Franck.

- Tickets are $15 and available at the door or by

. calling 751.2435. Cranbrook House is on Lone
Pine just west of Cranbrook Road. A reception to
meet the artist will be nfter the concert.

W Young artists need our support. Don't miss the
Puntiac-Oukland Symphony Young Artists Con-
cert 3 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 20,in Varner Recital Hall
on the Oakland University campus in Rochester.

Tickets are $10 general, $5 seniors and students
and may be purchased through the Musiec, The-
atre and Dance box office at (810) 370-3013.

Seven soloists — all OU students, chusen nt the
annual Concerto Auditions in December — will
perform voeal and instrumental sclections with

Sec MARQUEE, next page

LOOKING AHEAD

What to watch for in Entertainment next week:

M Find out what's ncw at the movics,
t. Upcoming plays and concerts in your communi-
y.

jon, his play is anything but
painful, He has a high old time lam-

ON 7TAGE

“You Hever Can Tel

Theater: Meadow Brook Theatre on the
campus of Gakland Unlversity in
Rochester,

*Curtaln time: 8 p.m. Thursday and Fri-

, Feb. 12-18, 6 p.m. and 930 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 19, €:30 p.m. Sunday,

Feb. 20, 8 p.m. Tuesday and Wednes-

day, Feb. 22-23, 2 p.m. Wednesday,

Feb. 23. Shows thiough March 6, call

thealer for times.

*Tickets: Ranga rom $18 to $28.50, call
377:3300,

REVIEW

pooning the feminist the
anti-feminist reaction, the British
class system, the rudeness of youth,
the stoidness of age. All these were
hot topics in 1896 and are hot tapics
still 98 years later. .

The play, and the production,
take a while to pick up steam. The
affected British accents ate a little
too stiff, But once things get rolling
they get rollicking,

Mrs, Clandon, femnist author and
new age thinker, hus returned to
England after 18 years in Madcira
with her three young adult children,
She must face the itascible hushand
she left behind, Add to this mix an
unsuccessful roguish dentist, u once
free-apirited but now staid solicitor,
1 wise waiter and o brilliantly goofy
barrister,

The vomie heart of this story is
the youngest Clandon children, not
quite legally adults, These new age
children are quick witted, rude, ex-
usperating  and  totally  winning,
Shirley Ann Kaladjion nearly steals
the show ax the effervescent Dolly.
Her face is like putly, Wwisting into
one Jouk after another and her con-
tnuing retorts are performed with
innocent guile and pinpoint timing,
Frank Polito ax brother and co-ugi-
wtar Phil keeps pace, especially in
their shared word play and verbol
gomes, His cockiness i just right,

This is o production, however,
that is nlse blessed with solid older
character actors, Jayne Houdyshell,
just recently o triumph in “Shirley
Valentine,” is a foree to be reckoned

Battle of sexes wages on in comedy

L

with as Mes, Clandon, Arthur Beer
sputters and growls as the intimi.
dating but really soft-hearted father
Fergus. His emotional shifts are hi-
tarivus. But it is Wil Love who
deaws the heortiest laughs as the
waiter who knows his ploce, Love's
laugh, twinkling cyes and
« impeceable timing on Shaw's sly
twists on class prejudice are acting
perfection.

“The rest of the cast is uniformly
enjoysble. The centerpivee lovers,
played by Peter Gregory Thomson
and Deborah Staples, are burdened
with Shaw’ weightier views on sexu-
ul relations but handle the dialog
with aplomhb, Paul Hopper is fine as
once “hippie” idealist transfurmed

Light-hearted comedy: Shirleyann Kaladjian and Peter Grega—'
ry Thomson in a scene from *You Never Can Tell” now play-
ing at the Meadow Brook Theatre.

into uptight lowyer {see how rele-
vant this still is),

Director Carl Schurr, in addition
to staging o clear, witty and fast
moving production, comes on at the
end to give a splendidly off-the-wall
performance as the obligatory char-
acter who ties it all together for a
happy ending, But he does it in the
most bizarre fashion. As o director
Schurr uses color and artificial sets,
by Peter Hicks, to enhance the play-
fulness of Shaw's story. He also

ives us ensemble acting of the
highest quolity.

Hugh Gallagher is production edi-
tor of the Observer & Eccentric
Newspopers, Inc. He has reviewed
fitms and plays for the past 20 years.

Farmington Players outstanding in drama

In 1947, play-
wright Arthur Miller
noticed thot during
preview stagings of
his new drama “All
My Sons,” the cast
got  stronger and
worked harder as it
dawned on  them
that they were about
to becume port of a
true mosterpicce.

MARK S,
CARLEY

Perhaps the Farmington Players went

ON 7TAGE

“All My Sons®

*Theater: Farmington Players, 32332
Twelvo Mile, Farmington Hils,

*Curtain time: 8 p.m. Thwrsdays, Fridays,
Saturdays, theough Feb. 26, Matinee 2 pm.
Sunday, Feb, 20. (Performances on Feb.
17, 19 and 26 are sold nut)

*Tiekets: Call 553-2955

through o similar revel for their
production of this ﬂm'f!esx tale of

moral foilings is

Were Miller to see this preduction,
I doubt he would consider it the
tightest or most polished *All My
Sans" to date, but he would indeed be
impressed with the energy, passion
and understanding of «irector Bill
Salisbury ani his cast.

n REVIEW

His former partner is now in jail for
the erime, Joe has heen exoncrated.

Joe's wife Kate (Jan Salisbury)
hovers on the brink of a breakdown.
She clings to the fantasy that Joe is
innocent nnd that her son Larry,
killed during the war, is alive and will
return,

George Monticello plays the gond,
but hopelessly idealistic son Chris,
He is rendy to marry Larry’s old
] eurt, but is afraid for Kate's
snke, Accepting the truth about his
futher could destroy him.

The play revolves around these
three characters and three fine perfor-
manees. G a semi-pro with

The story is that of Jue Keller and
his family. Jue tJuel Grossman) is an
industrinlist and former war profiteer,
He ix haunted by a terrible mistake of
greed and expedience which cost 21
World War 1) servicemen their lives,

eredits stretching from here to San
Dicgo, is simply outstanding, His Joe
is s0 ren) that we want to like him
lespite his crimes and cowardice,

polished, but still riveting are

ninl of Larry's death and her betrayed
loyalty to Joe are painful to watch,
Monticello’s character has a passion-
ate innocence which makes him ad-
mirable and pitiful at the same time.

Nepotism works ance again at the
Barn, os Salisbury's daughter Lisa
Muscio does a fine turn as Chris’s
love Ann, John DeMerell’s intensity
mokes a small part memorable as he
plays George Deever, son of the man
who took the rap for Joe's sins,

*All My Sons” is a story without
heroes, There are no happy (or even
very hopeful) endings here. But, if
you like good drama and don't mind
using your brain while being enter-
tained, you should not miss this pro-
dugtion.

Mark S. Corley is active in local
community theater, both onstage and
behind the scenes, He is a member of
the Birmingham Village Players and
Ridgedale Players in Troy.
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THE MOSCOW
PHILHARMONIC

ORCHESTRA
Vassily Sinaisky
conductor

Gil Shaham, violinist

Glinka:

Overture to Russlan and
il

Tchaikovaky:

Violin Concerto

Stravinaky:

S
* La sacre du printemps (The Rite of Spring) -

Hill Auditorium

Friday, March 18, 8 p.m.

“The Moscorw Philharmonic retains a distinctive
Russian quality...long may such chamcterful

music making live—The New York Times
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