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Coach Pete
Bell loves his
work, He loves
the gome, He
loves the boys he
transforms  into
i men on the basketboll

floor. He loves Lo win,

The conch hates excuses, He
hntes cheating of any kind. He
hntes the hypoerisy and the hype
that undermine his sport.

Coach Bell i at o crosgronds in
his carcer and In his life. Bell's
career is in jeapardy, end his dev.
il's choice invalves the search far
“Blue Chips" — the cream of the
high school basketball erop, the
playees every college program coe
vets — the finest amateur ath.
letes money can buy.

Opening Friday at metro De-
troit  movie theaters, *“Blue
Chips,” a Paramount Pictures re-
Ignse, stoes Nick Nolte and is di-
rected by Academy Award winner
William Friedkin from a screen-
play written by executive pro.
dueer Ron Shelton, and produced
hy Michele Roppaport.

The film co-stars Mary
McDonnell, Ed O'Neill, J.T.
Walsh, Alfre Woodward and Sha-
quille O'Neal, The cast includes
Louis Gossett Jr., Anfernce “Pen-
ny" Handnwny, Matt Nover and
Hub Cousy; with appenrances by
Larry Bird, Indiana Unlversity

,cyach Bobby Knight and other
key figures in the game, past and
o present,

Nick Nolte is Pete Bell, head
conch of the Western University
Dolphins, former national cham-

ipiuns who have slipped out of the

Warner  Bros.' new  action
s thriller, “On Deadly Ground,”
starring and directed by Steven
Scagal, upens Fridny at metro De.
(roit movie theaters, Tn addition
“to Seagal, the Gilm stars Michacel
- Caine and Joan Chen.

Filmed on location in Aloska
_amd northern Washington state,
<#On Deadly Ground” tells of the
apgressive drilling  activities of
. Acgis Oil, en independent compa-
* ny under the leadership of its re.
- negade president, Michael Jenne
- ings (Michael Cnine). When For.
est Taft (Seagal), a roughnect who
puts out oil-rig fires for Jennings,
learns of  Acgis’® i -

national rankings in recent years,
Under pressure, Bell and the
school’s athletic directur (Bob
Cuousy) begin a search for players
who can turn their ailing program
around.

Bell is tipped to the availability
of some hona fide prospecta: Neon
Bodeoux {Shaguille O'Neal) in
New Orleans, Butch McRae (An-
fernee “Penny’ Hardaway) lrom a
parochinl academy in Chicago,
and Ricky Ree (Matt Nover) from
the Indiana cornficlds,

While wrestling with the ethies
of using rendily available alumni
funds to compete for these ath-
letes, the voice of his conscious is
echoed by that of his achool
teacher  ex-wife Jenny (Mary
McDonnell), whe knows his fail-
ings don't include a willingness to
coreupt the game he loves.

What i less certain is whether
his respect for the rules or his de-
sire to win — even nllth'e price of

hix pri
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Boston Celtics for each of the past
17 yeara, “For o long time now,
I've wanted to make a film set in
that warld. And 'Blue Chips® was
simply the beat baskethall script
1'd ever read.”

Firat written 12 years ago by
Ron Shelton, “Blue Chips” dealt
with themes of corruption, moral-
ity and ambition that have been
ot the heart of much of Fricdkin's
work, from his Oscar-winning
*The French Connection” and
“The Exorcist” to “To Live and
Dicin LA

These conflicts as represented
in the world of sports — specifi-
cally in baskethall — had previ-
ausly cought Friedkin's attention
in “The Killer Instinct,” n book
written by basketball legend Bob
Cousy. In it, Causy explores his
own incessant drive to succeed in
a busi whose lenti

— Wi

his actions, A local reporter (Ed
O'Nelll) is trying to prove he's al-
ready lost the battle, and a power-
ful alumni booster (J.T, Walsh) is
walting to cover the spread thot
will ensure that loss.

*“There are two ressons §'m in.
copable of cheating,” conch Bell
explains, “One 1 might get
busted snil thrown out of coach-
ing — which means [ won't e
teaching these kids how to play
haskethall and how to become
men,”

And (he second reason? 1
might not get caught.”

1 Jove busketball,” soid Fried-
kin, who has warked out with the
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an explosive battle of wits and
muscle,

After starring in five hit films
und hecoming one of the world’s
most popular action stars in re.
cent motion picture history, Sea-
gal now exponds his skills as a di-
rector on a story which appeals
not only to his sense of atdlventure,
but also responsibility (o our fel-
low human and natural surround-
ings. )

As n first-time director, Seagal
would have te contend with a
seript that called for Aloskan
blizzard: i vil fires,

. threatening behavior, he attempts
! to stop the compony from drilling
Tan native Alaskon (Inuit) land,
« Lt instead, finds himself fighting
- for his own life ogainst Jennings
oud his men.

Taft teamy with Masu (Chen),
* an Inuit activist, te defend him-
- xelf and his hemeland against the
compnny, which culminates in

Comedy hard
on the ears

Here is what some of your
Jriends and neighbors had to say
huut recently relensed movies,

+

8 Hnrb Jovan of Redlord faxed us
ese comments about “1l Do
iAnything.”
47 “If n reloxing night away from
sucreaming kids is what you seek
25— don’t see ‘11l Do Anything,' "
Swrote lovan, "My cars nctually
2hurt from listening to this child
se- the female lend — scream re-
eatedly. [n the days of films like
~Blank Check’ and ‘Home Alone'
equels | guess we are to find
hining, spoiled kids endearing.
“Here is proof that il you expect
certain type of movie when you
aik in the door, you may be dis-
ppointed. Although I was awars

“othe plot involved a child, I did not

*know that she was one of the
innin characters, There is one to-
lly unnecessary adult nude
cene which flashes across the

“On the bright side, Jullo

avuer gives n solid supporting
role, and Niv;‘.i Nolte gives a fair

OO

Betty Jean Awrey of Plymouth
hip agreed with lovan, and

#7231 “1| Do Anything.

> was “aw-
ful, hortible, terrible, I wouldn't

dogsleds and horse chases.

Chen traveled to Alaska before
production began for “On Deadly
Ground™ to understand her chor
ueter,

1 tried (o learn the (nuit lan-
gunge and something ubout their
culture,” said Chen. “Their way
of life is o heautiful. IUs & sim-

pressure often compel its most
pussionate champions into alli-
ances with the very forces that
corrupt the sport they cherish.

In the central roles of the “Blue
Chip” recruits, the Mimmakers
deeided to hire athletes who had
some acting ability rather than
nctors whe could perform on the
court with lesser skill.

“| wanted to look at the ployers
in this film and know that these
wuys are really playing,” said
Friedkin, “1 wanted there to be no
doubt that you are watching great
athletes in competition.”

“Peankly, I didn't know if we
coulit have fountd good enough ac.

Tuck of greed. They have big fami-
lies and are content to live in and
around the same area, They are a
very cooperative  people, and
thot's a great leaening experi-
enee

Prior to stating the film, Chen
had never ridden o horse, “At first
I was seared of the horses,” re.
calls Chen, “but after we got to
Alaska we started riding three or
four hours at o time and they
made a rider out of me. 1 enjoyed
it %0 much, I'm in the process of
buying one!”

Fur Robert Watts, the opportu-
nity to produce an action film
with a conscience was too great to
resist. “What really appealed to
me ubout *On Deadly Ground™ is
what underlies the basic action

Basketball: Coach Bell (Nick Nolte, center left) recruits Blue Chip athletes Neon Bor: '

Ricky Roe (Matt Nover) to the Western University Dolphins in “Blue Chips.”

deaux (Shaquitle O'Neal, left), Butch McRae (Anfernee “Penny” Hardaway, right) and

tars in the sports world,” said Mi-
chele Rappaport, “Now I'm con-
vineed we couldn’t have gotten
anyone hetter than Matt {Nover}
and Anfernee (*Penny” Harda-
wuy). And Shaquille's smile just
lights up the sereen.”

:Explosive thriller marks Seagal’s directing debut

mdventure story. T look at it as a
film about human responsibility,
anel that's my reason for deing it
1 Steven's 1
ture fans ate not going to be dis.
appointed in the least, This move
ie is cenmmed with a great deal of
very exciting action.”

“We have helicopter explosions,
martial arts battles, gun battles,
mountains exploding, oil wells
blowing up,” adds A, Kitman Ho,
one of the producers, “The action
is exciting, but the majestic
Alaskan sctting will really remain
in people’s memories, Watchign
this gorgeous — and fast-disap-
pearing landscape, we're oll re-
minded of how priceless our envi-
ronment is, and how easily we can
lose what we take for granted.”

Enter our

Tell us about one of life's
orishod _

ple, basic life, with a

If you've seen a new movie
lately, cither good or bad, we
want to hear from you.

Call Keely Wygonik, Enter-
tainment cditor, 953-2105,
to comment on newly released
movies. If you reach her voice
mail, leave your comments,
narme, city and day-time phone
number. To fax comments, dial
£91-7279. Or write: Entertain-
ment Editor, Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers, 36251
Schooleraft, Livonia, M1 48150,
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recommend it to anyone."”

Awroy lelt her commments on my
voice mail, and recommenda —
“Tombstone,” “Philadephia,"
“Grumpy Old Men,” and “Mrm.
Deubtfire.” She said “Shadow-
landa" wus excellent.

The next time you go to the
movies, give us a call and let us
know what you thought about the
film, Sec Reel to Resl for informa-
tion on how to submit your re-
viewn,

maost
your first kiss — to enter aur
“My Girl 2" contest.

The first 10 entrles will
receive movie posters  from
*My Girl 2. The best three en-
tries wil win pluid {anncl
boxer shorts with "My Girl 2"
embroidered on the leg —
they're really cute.

Write down your memories,
100 words or less, and send

contest

them to the Observer & Eccen-
tric  Newspapers, _Attention:
Keely Wygonik, 36251 School.
croft, Livonia, 48150. Call
(313) 591-7279 to fax entries,

Desdline  for entries s
Thursday, Feh. 24, The three
winning storiea will be printed
on our movie page on Thurs-
day, March 3.

Il you have any questions,
don’t hesitate to call me at
(313) 853-2105,

UPCOMING MOVIES i

There’s something for every-
one at the movies. Here's a list
ofwhat's in the wings:

Opening Friday, Feb, 18;
A “Renlity Bites" — Funny ir.
reverent take on love and life
for post-Baby Boomers in the
1990s. Stars Winona Ryder,
Ethan Howke, Ben Stiller,
Janeane Garofalo, and Steve
Zohn. .

Openling Friday, Feb. 25:

# “Body Snatchers” — A new
telling of the classic science
fiction tale of alien invasion.
Stars Gaobrielle Anwar, Meg
Tilly, Terry Kinney and Forest
‘Whitaker.

® “Sugar Hill” — A powerful
saga about redemption, love
and the price two brothers
must pay to fulfill their destin-
ies in a high stakes game of
death and profit. Stars Wesley
Snipes, Michael Wright, The-
resa ndle, Clarence Wil-
liams 111, Abe Vigoda and Er-
nie Hudson.

M “You So Crazy" — A one
man stand up comedy show
starring Martin Lawrence, star
of the hit Fox series “Martin.”
& 8 Seconds" — Based on the
true story of Lane Frost, a
champlon redeo bull-rider and

his meteoric rice to fame, e
Opening Friday, March 4: . |
u “With Honora” — The true, "
story of Harvard University -
students who befriend & homesr-
less man.
B “The Chase” — A romantica.
comedyd about a falsely con-
victed bank robber who takes 8%
benutiful heiress hostage and.
makes a run for the Mexicar *
border. Stars Charlie Sheen, |
Kristy Swanson, Henry Rol-
lins, Josh Mostel and Ray- !

Wise, e

Opening Friday, March*
11: s
M “Guarding Tess" — Tess is
the beloved former first lady
who is running her secret ser-
vice detail ragged. Tired of
being at the mercy of her impe-
vious will, one young agent
squares off with her in a class
of wits as unremitting as it s
hilarious, o

Opening Wednesday,h:
March 80: -
B “Thumbelina” — Animated
feature based on the beloved
Hans Christian Andersen fairy
tale about a tiny girl “no bigger
than your thumb,” and her ad-
ventures as she follows her
heart.

STEVEN
SEAGAL

His battle to suve 1he Alaskon wilderasss
wod pralect Its pevple, con saly be wee..

ON GEADL
GROUND
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AMC OLD ORCHARD

SHOWCASE ~
STAR JOHN Ratse

STARTS FRIDAY, FEB. 18™
AMC SOUTHFIK

SHOWCAST .
STAR LINCOLN.PARK

“AMC STERLING CTR. | AMC WONDERLA
GCCCANTON CINEMA © GCCNOVITOWNCIR |~ QUO V!
" RENAISSANCE | SHOWCAST il " SHOWCASL

STAR GRATIOT
STAR ROCHESTER

“IF YOU LOVED
~-YOU'LL'LOVE

- toannn Lanyhrld

“\WWARM,

‘HOME ALONE’,
BEANK CHECK'."”

THE MOVIT MINUHL

FUNNY

AND ENTERTAINING!”
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