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Litigation

from page 1A

The two sitles met over Ashley
Ponke's guardianship and the ap.
pointment of Dennis Lutz as a
conservator Feb. 9 in Oakland
County Probate Court.

“I'm not going to give anything
to this guy (Raymond Ponke),”
Gagniuk sald. “This guy appar-
ently wants a portion of the prop-
erty saved and (ta) go over to him.

“My fecling is you can’t benefit
from killing somebody, He killed
his wife . . . I guess the cosleat
way to win o divorce case 18 to kil
your wife.”

Temporary custody of Ashley
Ponke was granted to the Tucker
family of Oxford. The plan is for
her to move in with the Lutz lam-
ily in Livonin, Gogniuk said.

The lawsuit in clreuit court is
designed to freeze any assets held
by Raymond Ponke, Gogniuk
said.

Raymond Ponke's attorney sees
the fegal action as opportunisticy
Ron Chapman said it's an at-

tempt to sap his cllent’s resources
to prevent him from having a
proper defense.

Raymond Ponke's primary as.
wets are contained in a unfon pen-
sion, Chapman said. He doesn't
know how much is in it, though,

“If you take that away, how
doces this poor person hire the ex-
perts to help defend him? You
don't," Chapmon sald. “If you
ean't defend yourself in a criminal
trinl, whot happens in a civil trie
al? You lose that one, too,

“Then guess what hoppens?

You have great movie rlghla.:’
Chapman said his client is not
hicoting to

porary
ship, but to permanent guardion-
ship and his parental rights being
terminated.

“ think the timing i8 too
quick, Chapmon_said. “People
are jumping in, thinking they ate
doiny the right thing, hut there's
no need todo it
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HOMELINE: 953-2020

» Open houses and new developments in your area.
> Free teal estate seminar information.

CLASSIFIED AFTER HOURS: 591-0900

OAKLAND COUNTY: 901-471

» Place classified ads a1 your convenicnce.

CIRCULATION AFTER HOURS

& WAYNE COUNTY: 591-0500

» Request subscriptions a your convenience,
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Residents seek tax credit when due:

BY LARRY Q'CONNOR
BTAFY WRITER

With white paper in hond,
Farmington.arca residents are
quick-stepping into the city
clerks' affices to meke sure
they're on the cutting cdge when
it cames to homeatead property
tax credits,

Homcowners need to fill out
and return o form In order to
receive thelr Michigon Home.
stead tax credit as mandated by
the state, The deadline Is March
1.

The short time spon has many
warried, especially these who've

Exemption

BY BILL COUTANT
STAN WIITER

The Farmington and Farming-
ton Hilis city ossessor offices
have looked like the trading fleor

read reports of forma without pos-
tage ending up in the “dead letter
box™ in kome poat offfces,

‘That's not the case in Farming.
ton or Farmington Hills,

“1 just decided to bring it in
rather than mailing it just lo
make sure 1 have it in on time,”
soid Formington resldent Mike
Belle, handing his form to city
clerk and treasurer Patsy Cane.
trell.

Cantrell said residents are up-
set with baving to fill out the form
along with the short deadline.
Adlded to the confusion was the
de:ny in the state getting forms
out.

Most residents recefved theies
last week,

Said Cantrell, “It’s been a very
disruptive process. It's not some-
thing we had planned for in our
workload.”

Darlene Frizzell in the Farm-
ington Hills Assessor’s office soid
there has been a steady stream of
sesidents dropping off forms in
person, Several voiced their dis-
pleasure with the process.

“1t's rldiculous,” sald Farming-
ton Hills resident Allen Bidol.
“It's unconscionable for the Leg-
islature to set a deadline like
that,”

Added another Farmington

Hills resldent Dr. Paul Ponsler.
“it's not an efficient way of dolng
t, I guess they have their reasona |
for doing it that way. Perhaps it's -
a way to save money.”

On March 16, voters will decide *
how much a property tax cut they

will get. B

The ballot plan, known as the
wales tax option, calla for a hold.
harmless milloge of 1624 in
Farmington. The statutary plan,
which includes raising the state
income tax, would have 8,42 hold
harmless mills, One mill equals
$1 for every $1,000 of state equal-
ized valuation,

forms taxing for some residents

fenr,” said Hills city asaessor
Dean Babb.

Babb, who said his office has
received more than 5,000 of the
24,000 forms that were maited out
Feb. 8, | jons at the

of the New York Stock
lately.

That's because residents are
coming in to turn in a homestead
tax exemption form due by March
1, But the problem Is that most
peaple are confused abaut what
they need to fill out on the form
that will apply to the state’s new
tax system, Whether the March
15 ballot proposal is passed or
not, the new form will be uscd for
the homestead tax exemption.

“This has created quite a lot of

Formington Hills City Council
meeting Monday night.
“Most_peaple have gotten the
message” that they need to fll
out the form and return it to their
city assessor's office, Babb said,
Although some people are return-
ing the forms in the cnvelopes
they came in, the county is going
to pick up the postage, he added.
Farmington city clerk/treasurer
Putsy Cantrell sald abaut half of
the formn xent out had been re-

turnedl in Farmington,

Most forms already have most
of the information on them and
require only the Socinl Security
number ond  signature of the
property owner, Bahb soid, But
that, he sid, seemed to be a prob-
lem for some people.

“We've had people who don't
want to put down their Social Se-
curity number,” Bubb said.

Rep. Jan Dolan, R-Farmington
Hills, also ottented the council
meeting  and  spid  residents
shouldn't worry nbout giving the
information.

“When you file for your atate
and federal taxes your Social Se-
curity number has to be on

there," she said.

A lot of resldents were confused
about their status because they
were huying or selling property,
Babh said.

“It’s hased on property they
owned as of Dee. 31, 1993," he
said,

The short time period (less
than o month) frem the time the
furms were mailed until the time
they are due hasn't helped, soid
councilman Terry Sever.

“I'm hoping that we can get the
dendline extended,” he said.

A bill has heen introduced to
extend the deadline, but it has
nat been acted on, Dolan said.

Dolan expands local office hours until vote

State Rep. Jan Dolan, R-Farm-
Ington Hills, will increase her dis-
trict office hours in Farmington
and Farmington Hills to twice a
week until the March 15 specinl
election on school financing,

Dolan or her staff will meet
with conatituents every Monday
and Fridoy until just hefore the
election,

Information on the hallot pro-
posal and statutory schoul fund-
ing plan, property taxes, home-
satead exemptions forms, and the
milloge change to Farmington,

Walled Lake ant Clarenceville
schiool districts will be available.
Residents also can pick up tax-
payer guides and stole tax forms.
She will resume her regular
schedule after March 15.
District hours and locationk
are;
& 9 a.m. to noon Friday, Feb. 18,
25 and March 4 and 11, at Farm-
ington City Hall in the city coun-
ci} chamber, 23600 Liberty.
& 1.4 pm, Friday, Feb, 18, 25 and
March 4 and 11, at Farmington
Hills City Hall in the city mana-
ger's room, 31555 11 Mile.

® 6:30-7:15 p.m. Monday, Feb, 21
and March 7, at Farmington City
Hall in the city council chamber,
W 6:30-7:15 p.m. an Monday, Feb.
28 and March 14, at Farmington
Hillx City Hall in the city mana-
ger's room,

*“The historic education re-
forms possed last year by the Leg-
islnture hove generated  maony
questions  concerning  property
taxes nnd school finance,” soid
Dolan, n member of the House
Approprintions  Committee. “To
answer the flood of inquiries, §
want te make myself as available

as possible. No appointments are
necessory ond all mectings are in-
formal. 1 hope local residents will
stop and let me know what is on
their mind.”

The 37th District lawmnker
added that much of the printed
material ot these meetings alsa
can be obtained through some
aren subdivision presidents, in
addition to libraries and city
halls,

For more information, call Do-
lan’s Lanking office at (517) 373.
1793,
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Taste authentic Mexican
dishes without leaving the country.
Or even this area code.

» Current def-‘l“!“l‘t:é;]ldillg community evenuinéli:dlng dates, limes and fees.

N AD SITTER
> Don'ttalk to strangers! Let us handle the callers. At your convenience,
<all in to retrieve fesponses from your ad, s convenient, safe and free
wu‘hgszopmd classified ad. Respond to an ad: 953.2000; place an ad:
591 .

R FAX LINE: 1-800-967-5904
> You can use asterCardyw or Visa®to access the following informa-

tion from our classified ads:

* ttem No. 9402: Looking far a place to rent or someone to share
an apariment with? Get a tisting of our rental classifieds,
Available beginning Ociober 6 by 6 p.m. and every
Wednesday thereafier at the same time, Cost: $5.95.

 Jtem No. 9700: Collectibles: Auction sales, Antiques cralts,
rummage sales. Cost: $5.95

« Item No, 9800; Recreation: hoats, motercycles, campers, air-
planes, etc. Cost: $5.95

« Item No. 9822: Vehicles: Used trucks, vans and all makes of
automobiles, Cost: $39.95

OLE ON-LINE
BIRMINGHAM AND SURROUNDING AREAS: 901-4711
. LIVONIA AND SURROUNDING AREAS: 591-0903
» Wilh a computer and modem you can log on fo O&E On-Line, a com-
puter bulletin board service (BBS). Here's some of the features you can
access:
» Communily events including all areas covered by our paper
+ Stock quotes that are updated daily,
« Assoclated Press news - [ocal and national.
* Westcoast Music Review, an clectronic music magazine,
» Boardwalch magazine,a guide to on-line Infarmation services,
« PC Catalog allows you to shop on-line for all computer needs.

Hickory-grilled specialtics, like Camarones

he same, wonderful food you'd normally
need a passport to enjoy has just arrived in Pacificos, shrimp wrapped in bacon. Alambres,
town; at the new Cantina del Rio, Offering the sizzling seafood skewers, And Fajitas del Rio, with

joyful spirit of 2 Mexican cantina, Cantina del Rio tender pieces of marinated beef or chicken. So

Si[ur;]un to g&E On-Line with or without our software. Software is avail-
able by mail for $5 or save yoursell the shipping costs by stopping by the - f
Observer & Eccentric® offices in Livonia or Birmingham and pay $3. serves dishes made from the fresh + JCANTINA . visit Cantina del Rlo for Mexican
BBS HOTLINE: 953-2266 b
. S . t 4 dients, i eclpes that, isl: {
» Feel free 1o call us if you need help signing on to O&E On-Line. est ingrediens, from reclp " culsine thate beyond compare. yot
FINE MEDCAN FO00
too, are authentically Mexlean, surpriningly close to home.

G rand Opening
7 mile & 1-275 » Livonia, Michigan +(313) 591-6300

@bserver & Eccentric
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