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Toughen domestic violence
bills, lawmakers are told

By TiM RICHARD
STAFF WRITER

Aren women surprised a key
{awrmaker by asking the definition
of “domestic™ violence Le expand-
ed to include “intimate” relation-
ships where two people haven't
lived together.

The women asked a Senate
committee to toughen already-
tough bills designed to deal more
harshly with husband-wife vio-

and conatitutional amendment,
Van Regenmorter ogreed to study
suggestions for a broader definis

tion,
14 bills in hopper

Van Regenmorter chairs the
Senate Judictary Committee,
which Monday brought its serics
of public hearings to Farmington
Hills. Reps. Jan Dolan, R-Form-
ington Hlllxé. and Sharon Gire, D-
M, 1 of

Laws needed

oxcl conceptin
Andrea Solok of the Wayne fing now P

furniture buying. Its

Tence.

“We need to include intimnte
relatlonships,” sald Virginia NI.
call of Farmington Hills, “where
people are not ncccnuril]y 1i‘vlng

ounty,
some of the bills, joined him,
Fourteen bills are designed to
make police and prosecutors treat
charges of domestic violence more
m-rlll'maly. ‘They limit the number

together. [ have only Ve
idence,” soid the leader of the
Older Women's League (OWL),

“We're looking at homosexual
and lesbian partners,” added
Clementine Rice, who teaches
psychiatele nursing at Oskland
University,

“There's u lot of date rape and
date violence, especinlly on uni-
versity campuses,” soid  Rice,
ndding that 19 to 25 percent of in-
jured adult women In hoapital
emergency rooms are domestic vi.
olence victims who claim I fell
down the stairs.”

Hedy Nariel, director

of Tesals, stiffen lties for
what ore now short-sentence mis-
demennors, provide for more clvil
penalties such ae court orders,
and require that domestic reports
be entered into the statewide Low
Enforcement  Information Net-
wolrk (LEIN),
n

fichi

County prosecutor’s office urged
prumpt adoption of tho hills, c&lcl’el? Sf}ﬂna:’Housed
“In Wayne County, some of and it offers dramatic
your proposals have been imple- savingsonalarge
mented a8 policy. We will not selection of quality fumk-
drop a case,” Solak said, adding ture. Fumiture you can
that the policies need to be made | take home and enjoy,
law Te;erywhg‘xe.ld b . right now!
*“There should be automatic
i b of assault,” said Starter House Is
Lenore Dunn of Livonia. *It (the | the smartplaceto
law-enforcement system) didn't start. Sale prices good
work In my case, but it’s really, through February 27.

really important.”

Sondra Abbott, a Redford resi-
dent active in First Step, snid she
fled her abusive husband, now de-
ceaned, and spent two months in
a shelter. “My spouse filed a
missing persons report and told
detectives 1 was abusing my
child,” she said.

Fabian, of the Junior

sub.
urhs, the situntion is improving,
Lut not fast enough, witncases
said,

‘The Haven's Nicoll prateed the
52nd District Court in Walled
Lake for referring an Increasing
Mow ol'violt’mrn to her group. “It's

of the Haven in Oakland County,
agreed the definition should be
expanded to “dating violence”
ond to cover women who “have
children in common with some-
one they haven't lived with.”
*That (exponding the defini-
tion) may prove difficult,” replied
Sen. William Van Regenmorter,
Ridenison. Author of the Michi-
kan Crime Victims Rights Act

not 1t's not therapy.
1t's re-education. It (domestle vi-
olence) was o learned behavior,
and they have to be retrained,”

“Are police becoming more re-
sponsive?” asked Rep. Dolan,

“No. I wish we could say yes,”
Nicoll replied, “Police don't ask,
‘Can't you come out and train us
(to denl with domestic conex)?'
We have to force the issue. It's
not happening.”

League of Birmingham, said her
group has worked in several arcas,
helping the Haven expand its pro-
gram to a new Novi location serv-
ing southwestern Oakland Coun.
ty.

“People have dicd," sald Jean
Prokopow, West Bloomfield resi-

g‘enl uc[l)ilvc in \Vomcn';‘shA‘ctluE for ltams shown hera are
ow rections. “Theie lives oiso avallable at our
might have been saved. Use all | HVONA stors a888s

deliberate speed In moving for-
ward.”

*“We want to move as quickly as
we can,” sald Van Regenmorter,
announcing another hearing at 1
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 22, in 110 Far-
num Building, Lansing.
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be any different if you
want to lease a Saturn.
After all, what could we
M possibly gain by
.. making things any
less straightforward
than they have to be?
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Wi
elsewould you expect
to lease a Saturn’

By now, youve probably heard about the Saturn
buying experience. No hassles, no pressure, no fuss,
just common courtesy, along with a pretty great car.
" Well, the way we see it, your experience shouldnt
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