1 cle,
. \.&1 7o,

i

| VOLUME 105 NUMBER 42

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 1094 « FARMINGTON, MICHIGAN « 36 PAGES

INTHE PAPER

Cartlers collect: Just a reminder
that your Farmington Observer
newspaper carrier will be collect-
ing for the month of February this
week. The monthly home delivery
charge is $3. Thanks for your co-
operation.

Water plan: By planning to con-
serve water in the case ojgextr:eme
drought, Farmington Hills will get
;g ;\J ditional 2,220 water taps.

Flowers to smell: Fred Harrison,
who died last week at 84, loved to
smell the flowers, He didn’t have *
to go far to find them. /9A

COUNTY NEWS |

Campaign violations?: Members
of Gov. John Engler’s administra-
tion may have violated state cam-
paign laws in an attempt to pro-
mote Proposal A. /5A

'MALLS & MAINSTREETS

that the best part of shopping is
stopping for treats. /6A

Bath induigences: Columnist
Linda Bachrack shops for things
that top personal vanities with
style, })

Unlikely twosome: As Demo-

- crats gathered for their annual
dinner in Farmington Hills re-
cently, guest columnist Albert
Holtz, an Oakland County attor-
ney, found two future “presiden-
tial” candidates greeting each
other. /8A

SPORTS

Skiresults: Mercy High School
attempted to qualify again for the
state finals in girls skiing Thurs-
day. /1C

Hoop scene: Farmington High
tried to create momentum for itsel,
going into the WLAA playoffs wit
a victory Friday. /1C
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BYLARRY O'CONNOR
STAFF WRITER

A judge has ordered medical end
hological tests to ine the

mental atate of Raymand Ponke, who
ia charged with firet-degreo murder in
the brutal slaying of hls estranged
wife in a Farmington dental office,

Mental tests have been ordered for Raymond Ponke,
who is charged with first-degree murder in the brutal
slaying of his estraniged wife Jackie in a Farmington
dental office on Jan, 8,

raignment Thursday before Oakland
County Circuit Court Judge Jesslca
Cooper,

Ponke, who sat with other prisen.
ers and was unemotionnl during the
proceeding, stood mute on the first.
degree murder charge. A not guilty
plea was entered for him,

Farmington @bserver

Firry CENTS

Mental tests ordered for

sic testing should bo known by then.

During testimony In hia prelimi-
nary exam, it was revealed Ponke’s
family hos a history of Huntington’s
chorea — an ailment that affects the
central nervous system and can lead
to dementla,

“We know he has it, but :.‘hln ques-

© 1004 Subuurban Camvrunications Corperation

Ponke

“Someone can he competent to
stand tria), and atill not be criminally
responsible — still insane,” Chap-
man said.

A medical examiner's report Indi.
cates Jackle Ponke recelved more
than 40 blows to the head and neck
with 8 hammer in her murder Jan, 8,

tion is at what stage is it," onke ot the

sald, “All of the signa he cxhibits are sceno to Farmington police without

pretty clear that he has it at some Incident,

level™ A brother of the accused testified
In addition to Hunti 's dis- R d Ponko told him he spent 10,

case, such tests will d ine if hi ledgchammering the family's

- Ponke is competent to emn‘d‘lrifnl and

ours
Oxford home at Christmas time, An-

Defense attorney Ron Chapmen A court date has been set for May  if he's ceiminally or his
made the request during Ponke's ar- 17 in Circuit Court, Results of foren-  actions, Chapman said. Sca PONKE, 4A°
View from the top

Nalling it down: Carpenter Rich Parent, a od 1 18t riictiol
ington Hills. With winter taking a break last week, such outdoor activities were much more pleasant to perform, -

Livonia resident, lays plywood on the roof of a garage under
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construction in_Farni-

Tension over pension, pay arrests contract talks

By Larnry O'CONNOR
STAFF WRITER

Contract negotintions have broken
off between the city and the union
representing the Farmington Public
Safety officers. Both sides aro girding
for arbitration.

.Public safety officers have been
without  contract rince Dec. 31.

W __PUBLIC SAFETY

Sinco July, city and union negotia-
tors have mot three times and scpa-
rately with a state mediator.

Both sldes zay wage and penston
benefits are main aticking polnta.
Neither will claborate about what's

on the table.

“Again, because of the atatus of
them opplying for arbitration, we
can’t talk about those things at this
time,” Farmington City Manager
Frank Lauhoff said, :

Lauhoff sald provioualy the city [a

offering a contract similar to one rati.
fied by the Farmington Command Of-

ficers Association, which called for a
6.6.percent wage increase over three
years in return for better pension.

.Offers not similar
Farmington Police Officers Associ-
ation president James Madigan said

See TALKS, 2A

Hills council wants liquor law violators to face music

By BILL COUTANT
BTAYY WRITER .

‘The Farmington Hills City Council
thinks a few establiashments selling
liquor to underagoe patrons aren't get-
ting the message,

ARer reviewing the Hills polico do-
partment’s liquor sting operatlon, in
which an underags police cadet asks
to bo served alcohol, the council voted
5:0 to ask representativea of estab.
lishments that have multiple viola.
tione to appear before council at its
March 7 meeting.

Mayor Larry Lichtman and coun-
cilman Jon Grant were absent at the

Feb. 14 regular meeting.

*These two (the Metropolitan Mu-
sicafe and the Tivoli Restaurant in
the Clarion Hotel) have violated the
law almost every single timo there
hos been a sting,” councilman Terry
Sevor sald.

The two, along with another restau-
rant, were clted for selling to a minor
during a Dec. 28 sting operation. The
department conducts the stings in
June and during the Christmas holl-
dnys every year. .

A registered letter warning busi.
nesses that the sting is coming ia sent
to oach Jicensed buriness,

The Clarion Hotel had also been
clted after stinga In December of

The city plans to give the two ca-
tablishments a hearing and then
tation to the LCC.

1989, 1990 and 1991. The Muslcaft

* had been cited in June and December

of 1992 as well aa Decomber of 1993
— the last three times the depart-
ment conducted the sting.

Severa! council members said tho
catablishments had not been penal-
ized enough, The Clarion had paid a
fine of $200 in 1989, $300 {n 1990 and

"$1,000 In 1991, The Musicafe had

paid $200 and $300 in fines respec-
tively for violations. A hearing on the
1993 violation is pending before the

“state Liquor Control Commission,

make 8
The council will then announce a rec.
ommendation at ita h 21 meet.
ing. The city could then decide not to
renew buaincss permits for the two
establishments.

Police Chief Bil] Dwyer said the
city'a decinion to take strong action is

welcome.

“It tells the licensees that they
have to be accountable to the city, not
just the (Liquor Control) Commle-

Boo LIGUOR, 4A

FFIA needs volunteers

spokeswoman. - - .

n'.tlll keep their friends.’

“ings, Smith said.

Smith sald,

s local anti-druf group — Farmington Fami.
lies In Action — is sending out a cali for
. volunteers to help spread the word about
“healthy bodies and healthy habits,” sald a group
*“For 10 years, our volunteera have worked with
preschool, elementary, middls and high school
students,” said Nancy Smith, “They present ways
to avoid peer pressure, 't'n help them ‘say no' and

FFIA noeds volunteers to help with publicity,
_fund-ralsing, newsletters, phone calls and mail-

+“Even il you are available only 6n an occasional
basis, pleass call Betty Nicolay (851-8565) or

Nancy Kring (553-0611) for more informatlon,”

PARMINGTON FOCUS

Interested people should attend FFIA i}
at 9:16 a.m. the first Thu:
Room 108 of the Farmington Training center on.
Thomas Street In downtown Farmington. . . 4

People of all ages are welcome, including par-
ents, retirces and singles, Smith said. “Thaonly

reday of esch month in

through

during norma] buainess hours et the Farmington

Hills Clt{{ﬂd)l,: 11 Mile and Orchard Lake roads, :

The display in in the glass display case niear the
city eou‘ncll chambers. It includes books, por-

desire t

s 8
healthylifestyles in qur,eommunlty."

George Washington in City Hail .
A neshibit on George Washington, prepared
by Pam Cetrall of the Farmington Hills
Hlstorical Commisslon, may h\vlmd

traits, poatcards,
and a whimsical cloth doll.

~'Memory Lane - :
From the Peb. 18, 1954, edition of the Farming-
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