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Ryder and Davies face their realities

BY JOlIN MONAGHAN
SPECIAL WRITER

“Reality Bitea,” a new film
aimed ot the MTV audience,
docen't follow a script as much as
run down a liat of pop culture ref-
crences. "Planet of the Apes,”
“Good Times,” Big Gulps from 7-
Eleven, Peter Frampton ...
‘Thesa motivate the characters as
they ponder life and love after col-
lege graduation,

‘While it ultimately has little to
do with the real world it tries so
hard to reflect, the movie is sur-
prisingly engaging, thanks in part
to a witty and talented cast.

Winon’n H‘yder plnyuj Lelaine, a

| MOVIES

genjus who plays in the lecal
grunge band.

Though entertaining, "Reality
Bitea” Irritates me in the same
woy that a recent “Time” maga-
zine article did about Generation
X, the media’s label for post.”
Baby Boomers." Its overgencral-
ized premise states that college
graduates have the option of
warking at The Gap, in fast food,
at MTV or simply slacking.

Actor/director Ben Stiller trics
to hit every bnse of modern cul.
ture h'ere: especlally in the em-

who
now works on the set of “Good
Morning Grant!” n geriatric morn-
ing talk show. On the side, she's
moking a video d ry

“brilliant” video that
Lelaina 18 compiling. We follow
her best friend into an AIDS teat-
ing clinic, "o n'se of passage for

The reat of the charm here
comes from the cast, especlally
Ryder ns the soul-searching he-
roinc. When you really think
about it, her cartor has almost
moved backwards, She sta
out with directors like Coppola,
Burton, Jarmuech and Scorsese.
Now she’s making the kind of
“brat pock” movie that her con.
temporarles moved on from long

ago.

The childhood memorics of
British director Terence Davies
comprise “The Long Day Closes,”
which questions the nature of re-
ality when viewed some 40 years

ter.

‘This stunning 'ﬁlm.L

laf
bumped
from last scason's dule to

director has en unblinking eyo
when it comes to beautifully com-
poscd shots,

There can't be more than 100
images in the entire movie, but
each comes suitable for framing.

The most-publicized of these
shots finds Bud with his chin
resting on his hands in the first
row of the eloborately decorated
movie house balcony. The light of
the projector shines warmly be.
hind him. Another, shot from
above, shows the boy swinging on
a pole as the camera moves slowly
over meticulously recrcated rows
of narrow houses.

Behind these images are
ings of dial and mu-

this weekend at the Detroit Film
‘Theatre, finds 11-year.old Bud
%) plodding ou

aic from vintage movies, every-
5!“"‘ from ":[‘nmmy nnsl'_ the

(Letgh McC
an exi

helor” to “The M

comprised of candid interviews
with her * hing'

t Liver-

Amt " As in the old musi-

our she
c‘ynlcnlly. We also have a token

friends,

Aside from life as a struggling
ortist, Lelaina also has boyfriend
troubles. She meets and falls fora
£xecu-
tive named Michacl (Ben Stiller)
who thinks her video might work
on his MTV-style station. She’s
olro involved in a love.hate rela.
tionship with Proy (Ethan
Hawke), a college dropout and

“coming out” to his par-

ents.

Stilter does infuse the movie
with some clever moments, usual.
ly backed by an endleas playliat of
modern rock and vintage pop
tunes so tacky that they're now
hip. He follows a much-advertised
geg in a goe station/food mart
("My Sharona”) with a nicely-
(ramed shot of the tiny building
beneath a starry night.

n P
pool not radically differcnt from
athers of his generation, He helps
his mother in the kitchen, geta
thwacked ncross the hands at
school, and lives for afternoons at
the local movie palace.

What makes this boy's life so
exceptional is that Daviea picks
up on every detail of a time and
place long gone. Aa in his previ-
ous work {the black-nnd-white
“Terence Davies Trilogy” and
“Distant Voices, Still Lives"), the

cals, characters in Davics' films
often hreak into sang, long-forgot-
ten dittles from the past, which,
Itke these scttings, the director
feels are his calling to preserve,

If you have a comment for John
Monaghan, call him ot 953-2047,
maitbox 1866, on o Touch-Tone
phone, or write to him care of
Street Scene, Observer & Eccens
tric Newspapers, 36251 School-
craft, Livonia, M 48150,

SCREEN SCENE

A sampling of what’s playing at
altemative movie theaters across
metro Detroit as reviewed by
John Monaghan.

M DETROIT FILM THEATRE
Detroit Institute of Arts, 5200
‘Woodward Ave., Detroit. Call 833-
2323 for information. ($5)

“The Long Day Closes” (Brit-
ain — 1993), 7 and 9:30 p.m. Feb,
25-26; 4 and 7 p.m. Feb, 27,
Terence Davies (“Distant Vaices,
Still Lives") dirccted this auto-
biographical account of his years
grawing up in post-World War 11
Liverpool. The camera lingers _

dorowsky. The first follows the
title character, E1 Topo, through a
seriea of surreal adventures across
the Mexican desert. “The Holy
Mountain® offers much of the
same: repulsive images surround.
ing a paper-thin plot. Not for the
squeamish,

M MAGQIC BAG THEATRE
22918 Woodward, Ferndale, Cali
544 3030 for Information. ($4)
“Dazed and Confused” (USA
— 1993), 8 p.m. Feb. 23. It's tho
last day of school in 1976 os teen-
agers ponder the bigger issues in
life, such as who will drive to get
A ith tickets. Richard

ingly on detailed, I
charged images.

B KINOTEK

Capitol Theatre and Arts Centre,
121 University, Windsor. Call
(519) 8715160 for information,

($4.50)

“El Topo" (Mexico — 1971)
and “The Holy Mountain" (USA/
Mexico — 1973}, Feb. 25-27 (cal}
for show times). Two rare cult
films by director Alejandro Jo-

“Stacker" Linklater directed this
subversive and entertalning com-

edy.

“Man with the Movie Camera”
(USSR — 1928), 8 p.m. Feb. 24,
The avant-garde musicians of
DROP return, this time with Dzi.
ga Vertov's experimental Russian
film where the camera careens
around with a mind of its own,
‘The musiclons have also created
their own video and slide show to

in concert ;oo

present before the picture.

“"We Think the World of You™
{Britain — 1988), 1, 3:30, 6 and
8:30 p.m. Feb, 27. Alan Bates and
Gary Oldman star in this oddball
comedy about unrequited love.
Shown with "Look,” a short take
on lesbian love and humor. Pre.
sented by South East Michigan
Pride. ($8 this film only)

I MATN ART THEATER

118 N, Main St. at 11 Mile, Royal
Qak, Films play through at least
Thursday. Call 542.0180 for infar-
matlon and show times, ($6.50; $4
students; $3 twilight/matinec)

“Schindles's List"” (USA —
1993). Stephen Spielberg may fi-
nally get his Academy Award for
this story of Oskar Schindler
{Liam Neeson), a war profiteer
and Nazi crony who saved the
lives of more than 1,000 Jews dur.
ing the Holocaust.

“Six Degrees of Separation”
{USA — 1994). Based on John
Guare's award-winning play, a
savvy young man (Will Smith)
poses as Sidney Poitier's son to

ALTAN
The Ark, 637% S. Maln St., Ann Arbor.
313-761-1451

CAELUM BLIES
With HAL a1 3-D, 1815 N. Main SL., Royal

QOak,
810.589.3344

TYRONE'S POWIRWHEKEL

Industry, 15 S, Saginaw, Ponliac., {rock)
-1 -1999

Ar'mo SANDOVAL AND POMCHO SAN.
ehez

Orchestra Hall, 3711 Woodward Ave., De-
troit. (jozz,

313.962.3610

£dday, Feb. 25

ALAN JACKSON

With Pam Tillis a1 The Palace of Aubumn

Hills, -75 and Lapeer Road, Auburn Hills.
nt

(Cout
810-377-8200
Y MCQUIRE & T KOVICH
Hoop's, 2705 Lapeer Road, Aubum Hills.
(pcoustic)
810-323-4744

AMOTHER .
With Wordban'd and Tam Cora & Ex at
Alvin’s, 5756 Cass, Detroit, {weind}
31383220589

OUKE ROBILLARD

Sully’s, 4756 Greenfield Rood,
Dearbom.

3138461920

SWIEY
The Riwz, 17

CHARM FAXM

With Brothertood Recipee al Industry, 15

:} .;»)ugﬁm:w. Pontiac. (shemative dance/
3

810-334-1999

SPANX

Featuring members of Red C ond Mission-
ary Stew ot Lii's, 2930 Jocob, Hom-
teamek.

313-875.6555

DUKE ROBILLARD

Sufly's, 4756 Greonfiekd Road, Dearboa,
{blues)

313-846-1920

VUOU HipPHS

GAfr's Geilt, 49 N, Saginaw, Pontlac. {alter-
nottvo rock)

810334-9292

GREQ ABATE
Bird of Paraiisa, 207 S, Ashiey, Ann Ar-

bor. {Jazz]

3136628310

CHAN REACTION

Holdelberg, 215 N. Maln SL., Ann Asbor.
{10cl

5313663»1758

‘940 DAVE AND THE

ULTRA BONIKCS
Bind PIg, 206-208 5. Finst St., Ann Arboc.
313-996-8555

Comudi's, Troy, (bhues]
810-588-3471

Roseville, {rock)
810-778.6404

- Saturday. Feb. 26

THE PRETTY GREEN

‘With Higher ot The Impound, 17320
Harap« Ave., Detrolt. (altemative rock)
313

DOLLHOUSE
Uili's, 2930 Jocob, Hamtramek.
313.875.6555

DUKE ROBILLARD

Sully's, 4756 Greenflekt Rood, Dearbom,
{blues)

313-846-1920

T00L
With Fallure at State Thealre, 2115
Woodward, Datroit. Soid out. (rock)
313.561.545)

GARDEN OF EDEN .
With Johnny and the Boomers at Griff's:
Giill, 49 N, Saginaw, Pontlac. (alternalive

810-334.9292

" QEORGE BEDARD AND THE KINGPINS
Blind Pig, 206-208 S. First St., Ann Arbor,

313-996-8555 .

Authentic
Traditional

THAI CUISINE

Seraason. W' & Use b4 of evarythie Sweet. s0ur, hot nd 5.
L'L:u"&":wm»;hmmmnum
Mhﬁ‘mﬂsu “Bast of Detroit”
> Dinner 1 1923 Detrolt Monthly

BANGKOK CLUB
Boutntield Rosd

Southfield Commons BES-1800.

beteen 12 snd 13 Miks Rosds

MARY MCOUIRE
8rendan’s Pud, 33210 W, 14 Mile Road,
West  Bloomfiekt. {ocoustic fol X/

Dlues)

810.373.4744

THELUDDITES

g;m 1& 'rlndm Drcmsu)n ot Avin's, 5756
33, Detroil, (rock/folk]

31 3»332055;

JRSUS LIZARD

St. Andrew's Hall, 431 E. Congress, De.

troit,

313-961-MELT

DUXE ROBILLARD

Sutty's, 4756 Greenfielkd Road, Dearbom.

{blues}
313.846-1920

. MR.BQ
With Slam Cizrcus at The Ritz, 17580 Fra-

ho, Rosevilie.
313.778.6404

Sunday. feb, 27
SUGH BEDDOW BLUES BRIGADE
Max & Erma's, 31205 Orchamd Lake,

armington Hills.
BIOEE0550

JONES
UUX, Coffeehouse, 25301 Holsted,
Farmington Hills, (buos)
- 8104354619

THE SPINAMES

S\, Andrew's Hall, 431 E. Congress, De-
roit, )
313.961-MELT

cajole his way into the home of a
Fifth Avenue couple (Donald
Sutherland and Stockard Chann-

ing).

*The Wor Room" (USA —
1993). A behind-the-scenes look
at the 1992 Clinton campaign fo-
cuses not on the candidate but on
his team of clection advisors, led
by the charismatic James Carvell
and George Stephanopolous. Vets
eran documentary flmmakers
D.A. Pennebaker (“Don't Loak
B‘;lck") and Chris Hegedus direct-
ed.

B MAPLE THEATER

4135 W. Maple Rond, Bloomfield.
Call 855-9090 for information.
($5.75, $3.95 mutinee, $2.95
twilight)

“The Snapper” (England/Ire-
land — 1993}, When 20-year-old
Sharon announces to her work-
Ing-class parents that she's preg-
naont, her family and neighbor-
hood react in some most surpris-
ing ways.

‘Hotel’is
BY LEANNE ROGERS
STAFF WRITER

Even before his 1977 death,
Elvis Presley had transcended
being a rock'n’roll singer, He was
a beloved personality, an icon, the
King. It seems only fitting then
that a fictional film about Elvis
should be a fable about the King's
impact on a single mother and hee
two children.

Sounds like a good idea but un-
fc the film “Heartbrenk
Hotel™ doesn’t really succeed de-
spite some nice moments, Set in
1972, the film opens with a still
svelte, heavily sideburned Elvis
laboring on stage under the
weight of his trademark goofy
looking white jumpsuit and his
ponderausly orchestrated Las
Vegas rendition of “Battle Hymn
of the Republic.”

Meanwhile, in a small Ohio
town, young would-be musician
Johnny Wolfe is frustrated by op-
presaive administrators who keep
his band out of the high school
talent show. Things aren’t any

Voice mail
message: Dear
Barbara,
Shame on
you, you must
know better,
Why did you
let the woman
who quotes
Ted Bundy,
blaming the
media and
pornographic
pietures for
his [1:39
crimes, get away with it?
That's like blaming the weath-
erman for earthquakes and
hurricanes, Of course, Ted
Bundy would pawn off reepon.
sibility on someone else or
something else for what he
alone did. Criminals In gener-
al, end sexual offenders eape-
cially, almost never blame
themselves for thelr behavior.
That doesn’t mean we have to
accept their sleazy scapegoat-

STREET
SENSE

BARBARA
SCHIFF

Ing.

In the letter T just read, the
women who wrote it quotes
Ted Bundy saying, “We (does
he mean killers and sex offend-
era) are your sons and we are
your husbands. And we grew
up in regular families, And
pornography can reach out and
snatch s kid out of any house
today."

1 sny balaney. Ted Bundy ia
not my son or my father, or
anything like either one of
them. The woman who wrote
you implies that pornography
could turn anyone into a beast
like this serial killer, Ted Bun-
dy would have liked to believe
that tie but that doean’t mean
anyone sane should believe it.

1 do not believe in pornogra-
phy for children, I also do not
believe it has the enormous
power to corrupt as your wriu.:r

Pornography -
causes crime:
’_I_ll_z_c_zt’s baloney

you, Thank you for taking the -
time and trouble to express’
your opinion, which is also ex-
pressed succinctly. You, too,
vent the feelings of many oth-
ers along with yourself, They -
will appreciate the validation
of seeing this opinion in print. .
— Barbara

Voice mail messoge:
Barbara,

I'm commenting en the letter
from the mother whose 12-
yeor-old son wants a subscrip-
tion to “Playboy” magazine. In
handling thot situation with
our son, we decided that a sub-
scription would not be appro.
printe. We did, however, pur-
chase an individual magazine
that he was able to look at end
we also let him know that if he
wanted to purchase another oc-
casional magazine, we would
not object,

1 would agree with you that a
“steady diet” each month is ex-
cessive and should not be nl-
lowed. But, for us at least, one
mogazine satisfied his curiosi.
ty and took the mystery out of
the magazine.

After about six months, our
son asked for another maga.
zine, and again we allowed it. |
don't know if this is the right
thing, but it has worked for us.

Dear Caller,

Congratulations on your in-
dividuality, creative thinking
and, good taste in finding a so-
lution to your son wanting a
subscription to “Playboy.”

Your son is lucky to have
parents who arc so sensible.
Common sense is not so com-

mon.
— Barbara
If you have a question or a
comment for Barbara Schiff, a
trained therapist and experi-
lor, send it to

d. An adult’s enced 3
bility for his or her behavior
can't be relinquished. centric Newspapers,
Schooleraft,
Dear caller,

1 will say the same thing to
you as I did to the woman who
wrote the letter that offended

Street Sense, Observer & Ec-
36251
Livonia  48150.
You can also leave a message
by calling (313} 953-2047, mail
box 1877, on a touch-tone
phaone.

lacking something

| | VIDEO

better on the homefront. Johnny
and his younger sister live with
their hapless mother, a bleached
blonde Elvis fan who drinks too
much and dates losers.

Although filled with scorn ot
the Las Vegas attraction Elvis
has evolved into, Johnny figures
that nothing will cheer his mom
up better than o visit from the
King. Naturally, he and his pals
from the band decide the best way
to get Elvis to drop in is to kidnap

m,

Playing Elvis, David Keith
doesn’t really look like the singer.
That's sort of a double-cdged
sword. On one level, it's rather
disconcerting since Elvia’ look
and speech are so familior. Yet, it
also works since Keith is portray.
ing Elvis a8 a real person, not
doing an impersonation. He cap-
tures the energy of Elvis in & mu.
sical number set in a diner al

though his beat scenes are on a
more personal level.

Since writer-director Chris Cé-
lumbus calls his film a fable right
from the outset, I guess you have
to give him some slack on some of
the sappler moments {n “Heart-
brenk Hotel."

Elvis is everything to everyone.
He helps Johnny, played by Char.
lie Schlatter, with his band and to
success with his dream girl, His
mom, played rather sleepily by
Tuesday Weld, immediately
cleans up her eppearance and act
once Elvis arrives. H

The King has a magical impact
on the everyday folks who love the
real Elvis but can’t save himaelf
from the colonel and his toadying
hangers on. Trap, by his own
fame, Elvis himself is a regular
guy who can't go out for a cheese-
burger anymore.

“Heartbreak Hotel" is available
on tape at local video stores. If you
have a question or comment, coll
LeAnne Rogers at 953-2103.

INING & ENTERTAINMENT

MUC

CH ADO

about

by William Shakespeare
cmum directed by Kerry Graves

tage
Production

February 23-26, 1994

Wed. Through Sat. at 8 p.m.

Sat. Matinee at2 p.m.
Lydia Mendelssohn Theatre

Call 971-AACT for Ticksts & Information
. Beginning Feb. 215t call 763-1085

HANDBELL CONCERT
Friday, February 25, 1994
B:00PM. .
Metropolitan United Methodist Church-
000 Woodward Ave. at Chandler, Detroit, M} .
5 Handbell Choirs Participating, Over 400 Bells -
Dicected by Wi, H. Griffin FRERT

First English Lutheran and Christ Church of g

Grosse Pointe, Orchard Lake Community Presbyterian
Chapel Bells, Harboe, Bells of W. Bloomfield and

Epworth Bell Choir of Metropolitan Usited Meth. Ch, Det. ~{.

Tickets « Adults $7.00, College students $5.00, Youth $3.00 -
e S avallabie at the door, S

t




