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Once in awhile Priscilla Symes When she started, there was career:
has to catch hersell. She slips  also no princlpal, Inatead, the Priscilla
into the present tense like noth-  head teacher was paid an extra Symes, a
7 | Ing has changed, $10 to handle the administrative teacherin .
But it has. taska, Central office consiated of he Fi
Symes was & teacher for more  a superintendent and his secre- gw arm- :
then 44 years before retiing 3 ington dis-
from Eagle Elementary in the The classroom size ranged trict from
[l-;nnnil‘nmunhblluzl'::t in January, anyahere fmn‘l.‘ 40-45 puﬂlla. ? 1949 until
eapite whao e Michi, ducati asoci- )
. | check snys, a teacher is always a ation teacher's salary was $2,400 her' recent .
teacher. for 40 weeks work, retirement,
“l nlways wanted to be o More than 44 years on the job relaxes at
teacher,” Symes said. “1 always gives her a scnse of history. home with |
J{lny!!d school, and I chose the Symes 8 onc of the few who can her di .
right profession, I never regretted  match the face with the schools er cog
aday of it." they’re named after such as for- Kona,

Today, the only regret the 66-
’| year-old Farmington Hills resi-
cdent hos is she’s no longer at the
head of a classroom,

mer superintendenta O.E,

Dunckel and Gerald Harrison,
Such a lengthy carcer gives her

; perspectlxu on how education
a8 ch

Hip and knee repl sur.
‘| gery, the result of an ongoing
battle with osteoarthritis, be-
eame too much to bear,

With little fanfare, Symes de-
cided to atep down, The declsion
was difficult,

Not able to face the children,
Symes went home crying the Fri-
day before Christmas vacation.
Bagle principal Susan Johnson
broke the news Instead.

Symes holds the distinction of
*| being the longest-serving educa-

| tor in the Farmington Public

Schuots.

She started in 1949 — fresh
out of the University of Detralt
| — ns a third-grade teacher at 10

Mile School.

‘| Symes went on to work at

Bond Schoo! for five years before
settling in at Eegle in 1955,

During that time, Symes
.| watched ns the district experi-
enced the same rate of growth as
the kida themselves,

"The school was [n & rural area.
‘Then, it wasn’t uncommon for a
porent to send along a bushel of
tomatoes or & homemade loaf of

She remembers the time be.
fore the turbulent 19605 and '70s
when it was common to tell an
ungroomed sixth-grader to tuck
in his shirt,

*“You wouldn't dare do that to-
doy,” she snid.

She leorned not to become
frazzled when new-wave teche
niques came along auch as whole
languoge and new math,

Parents and students were less
likely to question a teacher's au-
thority then. That’s not so today.

“It really upsets me when I
hear all this tencher bashing: It's
80 unfafr,” she sald. “When you
read those letters sent to the
newspoper letter box and all you
hear about is how teachera only
work 9 to 3, nine monthe of the
year. They don't see three or four
of us sctting out in the parking
lot at 6 o'clock in the morming
bns::usc they can't wait to get

n.

Most of all, lengthy service in
one position leaves indelible
memories. Symea cherishes
them, holding onto them like

gems bestowed only on her.

Of nearly an estimated 1,500
students she’s taught, Symes re-
calls two in particular, Doug
Dalglish and Bill Osgood used to
bring her sandwiches when she
busy taking care of her husband
suffecing with cancer.

“I've never forgotten those
boys," she said.

Her and her husband, Robert,
who died in 1991, also used to
have children from Sarnh Fisher
Home stay with them during
weekends.

Then there were the countless
children who stopped by her
house after school. They'd listen
to music on the radio and drink
pop, well before TV would im-
prison their imaginations.

Many have come back to visit,
including one recently who is
now a doctor in Milford,

Symes promised the fifth.
graders she’d return to see them
graduate to middle school. She
misses them.

“I guess I always loved chil-
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H 'l always wanted to be a teacher. | always
played school, and | chose the right profes-
slon. [ never regretted a day of It.’

Priscilla Symes

dren,” Symes said. I could nev.
er have children myself. So, my
students were my children.

*[ always said therc were very
few children that I couldn’t
home and raise on my own."
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‘. The prime suspect in the as-
- 'snult of o therapist in a Farming-
- ton Hills office building in June
% has been charged with two rapes
* and robberiea in Southfield.

The incidents of rape and rob-
bery of women working late in
Southfield office buildinga oc-
curred more than a year apart.

Rodney Paul Hernandez, 39, of
Harrison Township, is being held
on bonds totaling more thon $2
million aRer being arraigned in
46th District Court Thursday on
rape charges, The incidents took
place Dec, 12, 1992, and Jan, 4 of
thia year,

Hernandez also is belng inves-
tigated in connection with a simi-
lar incident that occurred on Jur‘w

Southi sal

police detectives, Asalsting in the
arrest were the Michigan State
Police Narcotics Enforcement
Team and a Detroit Police Repeat
Offenders Unit.

Hemandez s o prime suspect
in the June 22, 1993, incident in
Farmington Hills becavse of
physical descriptions, the use qf a
aki mask and the way the crimes
were committed in all four cases,
snid detective Sgt. Doug Ander-
son of the Farmington Hills po-
lice. He has not been charged in
the Hills case, Anderson said.

In the Hills case, the attacker
stalked a therapist at the profes-
stonal building on Orchard Lake
just south of 13 Mile, grabbed her
and struggled with her, The wom-
an told police the man fled when

‘Man charged in S’fld rapes
also suspect in Hills case

Franklin Road near 12 Mile where
she waos working shortly before
10:30 p.m.

As she stood in the hallway
locking the door to her office, her
attacker came up behind her car-
rying what she thought was a gun
and forced her back into the off-
ice. He covered her eyes with an
undisclosed material.

The victim quoted the assailant
as saying, [ won't hurt you,"” be-
fore the sexual assault. He took
her necklace and two rings before
leaving.

In the 1992 case, a Bloomfield
Hills woman, also 44 yenars old,
was raped and robbed by o man
shortly after 8 pam. as she pre-
pared to leave her office in the
Ri lex, 27

he heard of
coming toward her office.
H dez was charged with

10, 1993, in
Southfield police spokesman L.A.

oore,

“The method of operation is
similar in all of the cases,” Moore
aafd, “The perpetrator would en-
ter the office building while the
wamen were alone in a particular
area. He actually sought them out
and atalked them, then he would
return wearing a_disguise,” The

victimas were raped and robbed.

The suspect was arrested in

. Macomb County nfter an exten.
+ sive investigation by Southfield

counts of first- and second-degree
criminal sexual conduct and lar-
ceny from a person in the 1992 in+
cident and first-degree criminal
sexuat conduct and unarmed rob-
bery in the 1994 incident.

Not guilty pleas were entered
for Hernandez at the arraignment.
The date for 2 preliminary exam
in the cases will be set during a
court conference Wednesday.

In the Jan. 4 incident, o 44.
year-old woman was preparing to
leave the office building at 28336

dge office
Northwesterm Highway.

The victim told police her as-
saflant pushed her back into her
office o8 she was about to lock the
door, She screamed and the man
hit her in the face, police reported
at the time. The man sexually as.
saulted her, stole her purse and

Med. .

The June 1, 1993, Southfield
case with which Hernandez
hasn’t been charged occurred ot
28336 Franklin Road, the same
office building in which last
month's rape took place, In that
incident the attack was oborted.

POLICE /FIRE CALLS

" Listod below are some of the
.. Farmington-area police incidents,

fire calls and court ¢85€S repoit-

: ed during the past week,

U mTHERT

. Two men who claimed to be city
and county water inspectors stole
$800 from a resident on Nins Mile
in Farmington Hilla Feb. 15, One
man la described as about 28,

* wearing a Detrolt Tigers basaball

.. cap and a gray sweat shirt, One of

the men ahowed a gold badge. The
- other was described as 30-35,

.* wearing dark clothing, a datk

baseball cap and medium-colored
panta and jacket. After the first
man asked to see the water meter
in the basement, the owner took

. him downstalrs. The second man

then appeared, and the owner to
ask the ':n‘en to leave. He then dis.

. covered the money missing froma

drawer,

Hubeapa worth $600 were
stolen from the Kmart on Orchard
Lake in Farmington Hills Feb. 13,

A threa-quarter length leather
coat with a V" stitched into the
back was stolen from a doctor'a
office on 12 Mile Feb, 14,

An $800 NEC portable phone
was stolen from Alfoccino's res-
taurant on Grand River in Farm-
ington Hills Feb. 16,

The frame of a 1889 Ford Mua-
tang ($500) was stolen from Bob
Saka on Grand River In Farming-
ton Hilla between Jan, 24 and
Feb. 17, The engine, transmis-
sion, doors and seats had already
been removed from the car.

R ASSAULY

A 31-year-old Farmington Hilla
woman said the 33-year-old wom.
an she [a living with began hitting
her during an argument and a
man then dragged her by the haie
at an Eastfleld residence In Farm-
ington Hills Feb. 16,

@ AUTO THEPFT
Ablack 1992 Ford Mustang GT
convertible worth $20,000 was

stolen from the parking lot ut
North Farmington High Schoal
on 13 Mile in Farmington Hills
Feb. 16.

A gold 1992 Lexus worth
$26,000 was stolen from Bob Snks
on Grand River in Farmington
Hills Feb, 16-17.

I VANDALISM

Three cars were vandalized at
American Silk Screen on Hall-
wood in Farmington Hills Feb.
16-17 cauning a total of $3,650 in
damage, All the glass and plastic
was broken and the roof was dent-
eod on a blue 1981 Lincoln and a
white 1985 Ford F-160 pickup
causing $2,000 and $1,600 in
damage respectively. The driver's
‘window of a green 1987 Chevy van
was broken causing $150 in dam-

age. .

nAll of the glasa and both rear-
view mirrors were brokenon s
1977 gold Cadillac parked on
North Industrial in Farmington
Hills Feb. 16-17 causing $1,000 in
damage.

: fng —SUPEISKIT.

Away to begin losing weight
that’s so simple, so successfu
all you have to do

o

An all now
way to help

you start
losing weight
and feeling
great!

SuperStart is Weight Watchers most
exciting program ever to help you start
losing welght! The meals are already
planned for you and there’s even a
grocery list! And you can loseupto §
pounds in your first two weeks! Call
Weight Watchers today. We're waiting
to help you get a “SuperStant” to the
rest of your life!
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DETROIT-NORTHWEST
w&mmpvklarcusas CENTER &
17117 W, Nine Mils Rd., Suite 114
Mon: 12:15 p.n.¢, 6 p..
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Tz 620pms, 730 p.me

Sk 9im,830am, 1130am,
%%&RDUE A.M.E, CHURCH
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FARMINGTON
WEIGHT WATCHERS CENTER &
TIBlE VILLAGE COMMONS
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Tuc:lﬂlrgo m:amo. 12 Noone, 7 p.m,
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FARMINGTON HILLS
WEIBHT WATCHERS CENTER &
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Toa: 5:30 p.m.e
Wed: SNPNI'LQ. 830 pme

&
Ther: 1215 Bmp:.r;ﬁ) pmse

Come to the Weight Watchers meeting

NEW MEMRERS: PLEASE ARRIVE 30 MINUTES EARLY FOR REGISTRATION.

AOCHESTER

WEIGHT WATCHERS CENTER &
HAMLIN SQUARE SHOPPING CENTER
1906 S, Rochester Ad.

Mon; 930 a.m., 5 p.m.¢, 5:30 p.me

Tue: 10aM.Y, 6p.m.¢4, 7 p.m+

:10a.m 4, Bp.mé
Thor; 10:30 1.m.#, 12 Noone, 5:30 pm.#, 6:30 p.m.e

Fi:9am, 1215pme

Sat@:45ame, 10ame

ROYAL DAK

WEIGHT WATCHERS CENTER &
nu%?lwuun SHOPPING CENTER
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Mon: 12:15 pm.e, 7 p.m.
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Tu: 6 p.M.e+, 7 000

Wed: 10 2.0n.94, 5:15 p.m.#,
g3 S0pme.7
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Hoodward Ave. (G 13 Wi Host)
T R iz inne Ss0pme.s30pme  S0OW At s
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S am. sm%?mo P P Toe: M‘t‘lgh ¢ "
" pm. Fri:9:302m.
e 1028, 112Mee
SOUTHFIELD .
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%Mmhnils LANDIKG R Sed ey KSU01 S0 meetings snd Umes.
e g @4 15Mots Expeess Meetrg
Mon: 10:302.m., 5:30 p.m.e, 7 p.mes . 'f: vl
E‘:&-{@ﬂ:.mo 1215p.m8, 630pme 2 et
e Baame. Els e s b * Qolion FlaXsm iz
Fi.7ame Droduct Baies and program information.
Sat: 9:30ame, 11amA . & Handicag Access
WEIGHT WATCHERS CENTER & Usecne mants mostrg
NORTH PARK
17117 W, 6 Mie R4, Ste. 114
(Sta Detroh Northwest)
SPECIAL WINTER SAVINGS
...plus receive a frae gift!

Save $16 when you purchase our 12-week package and we'll

ca(810) 553-3232 (300)651.6000

send you a FREE Lifestyle Agenda with over $28 in coupons.




