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Dems probe tax campaign viclations charges

BYSANDRA A

STATY WRITER e

Possaible violations of Michigan
campaign laws may tum inte o
showdown between the governor's
Republican administration and
state Democratic leaders just
weeka before the March 15 vote
on Proposal A,

At issue is a series of three arti.
cles supporting the proposal,
which would cut property taxes
and increase the sales tax from 4
to 6 percent. Under study fo how
far atate officials can go in calling
for approval of the ballot propos.

al.

State Sen. Michael Bouchard,
R.Birmingham, calls the
maneuvering e “politically
motivated diversionary attack”
that is “chasing shadows.”

But Speaker of the House
Dennis Hertel, D-Detroit, is ask-
ing for an investigation by Secre-
tary of State Richard Auatin a
D and by state A

on one of articles,

'l‘hut article by state treasurer
Douglas Roberts, dated Jan, 28, is
titled: “It'a a matter of tax fair-
ness.”

“I believe that using an In-
crease in the sales tax to fund
schools s more fair than using an
increase in the income tax,” it
reads in part,

Charges levied

In o Feb, 17 preas release, Her.
tel charges that the article was
sent to all Michigan addresses
and “suggests” there has been a
vialation of the state code govern-
ing use of taxpayer money in a
campaign.

“It is oltogether apporent that
the letter was not mailed for the
purpose of providing useful infor-
mation to the voters . . . Rather,
it constitutes political advertising
at puh!ic expense by the Engler

General ank Kelley, also a

Hertel said in
the news release,

Hertel Is asking the attornoy
general to initiste a civil action
against the administrotion. He
also is charging thot it violates
compalgn (inance disclosure lawa.

John Truscott, Gov. John En-
gler's press secretary, denied that
there had h any wrongdoing
and insisted Friday afternoon
that the attorney general had
ruled there was no baais to Her-
tel's complaint.

However, in a subsequent call
to Chris DeWitt, press sccretary
for the attorney general, the Ec-
centric wes told that the matter
was still under i

worth dlmcln; of the Mlchlxnn

Budxnt. ‘The orticle is titled "Thl
Sales Tax Proposal: Better for
'l‘uxpuyeru. Itis nrinted on nmm

and lacks a

on how it was pald for,
“Voters should any yea to a bet-
ter futuxv. end vote yes on March
16," Woodworth concludes in the

article,

Woodworth's article was a gen-
eral mailing to Michigan newspa-
pers, according to her preas secre-
tary, Maureen McNulty, She sald
management and budget's legal
od been in touch

Rathwell, chief executive omcer ol'
he Job

dcclnmu “The March 16 Balloz
Proposal (is) a Clenr Win for
Jobs.” It is printed on commis-
sion stationary.

‘The article concludes * ...
keep both your money and your
Jjob. Vote 'Yes' on March 15.”

Truacott said the article was
rent out to “correct misinforma-
tion" distributed by a legislator
and is the same type of article
that could be seen in such news-
popers as the New York Times.

“We're still working en it,”
DeWitt sold. “Jehn Truscott docs
not speak for this office.”

Two more articles

The article war one of three
faxed to offices of the Eccentric.
Two other articles also mailed to
the Eccentric offices were

& An article by Patricia A. Wood-

GRE workshops to start soon at OU

Oskland University offers prep-
aration workshops for the April
Graduate Record Exams starting
Feb, 26 on campus near Roches-
ter.

The personalized workshop ses-

slans, offered by OU’s Division of
Continuing Education, will occur

tiona] sessions m-c nlrered: math
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“It outlines why (Prvpoul A)ls
better for the state,” Truscott
continued, “There is no pmctdem

with the nttorney general’s affice
and was discusaing how the arti-

cle should be paid for, that says you can't do this."
But Truscott deseribed the ar-
ticle as “routine, not out of theor-  Campaign rules
dinary at all.” Web Buell, director of cam-

“It's routine for oppeinted offi-
cials to send letters to the editor
explalning (a position), just as it
is for clected officials to do so,"
Truscott. He snid that Wood-
worth's article was a “public in-
formation piece sent as an op-
tion" for newspapers to publish.

B A third article by Doug

paigns and rules division in the
Secretary of State's office, said
“there is a series of attorney gen-
eral's rules over the years that you
can't use (public funds) for poli-
ticking . . . But there is no agen-
cy appointed to police thut
However, he said it is OK for a
government agency, such as the

civil rights department, to take a
position on an issuc and let it be
known.

While the attorney genemln
office is reviewing the issue “as
quickly as possible,” according to
DeWitt, state Jegislatora Bouc-
hord and satate Rep. Barbara
Dobb, a Republican whose dis.
trict includes West Bloomfield,
have yet to sce the articles.

Noting that it's the administra-
tion’s “job to comment on how
the proposal affecta us and
whether they support it,” Dobb
added that “we have to be very
cnmful a8 Iexialnwrn" durng

She said,
that she didn't Imnw if ballot is-
sucs were different.

Bouchard said that “No one
should use state funds to adve-
cate a position, (but) it's a little
fuzzler when it’s a letter to the ed-
itor about a political proposal. He
added that it would be wrong to
use taxpayer funds for a mass
mailing advocating an issue, but
iF it were o letter to the editor, the
situation would be different.

“I'd try to err on the safe side,”
he said.
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Here is your
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choose the right program for kids ages 3 - 18.
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Bloomfield Hills Middle School
4200 Quarton Road
Bloomfield Hills

Free Admission
Open to the Public
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Sandy Schwartz at (313) 872-17980
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Outlet Room

located in our Livonia warehouse building

% High Style at Low Cost
\\ 60% to 70% OFF

* Suits values to 535

$129% and up

. Sport Coats talues to 495

‘59” and up

Pants values to '165

$19% and up

Sport Shirts values to 75

$14% and up

Sweaters values to 225
70% OFF

Dress Shirts values to 75

60% OFF

Shoes raiues to 225

$29% and up

Silk Ties values to 50

$11%°

Top Coats & Leather talues to 495

60% OFF
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.
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l.ivonh, MI 48152 L
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