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- POINTS OF VIEW

In the name of their fathers, sons embrace politics

few days ngo, the past met the
future — and at a political fund-
wnt_raiser no loast
As finance director of the Onkland
County Democratic Party, I delivered
U.S: Rep. Joseph P. Kennedy, Il and
his wife, Beth, from Metro Airport to
the party's annual Phil Hart Dinner,
1ast Sunday, Feb. 13
Kennedy, D-Mass,, the eldest son of
the ate aenator Robert Kennedy, holds
the samo congressional seat onco occu-
pigd by his uncle, President John F,
Kaqnedy.

As tho congressman moved through

When the man was but a fow feot
away, you could finally read the name
writton on his lapel: Jim Hoffa. The
man, James P. Hoffa, a Detroit arca
lawyer, is the son of the late Teamster
president James R. Hoffa, who disap-
peared without a trace near a Bloom-
field Township reataurant in 1976,
Both men’'s fathors were reputed to be
mortal enemics.

When the two men were introduced,
the congressman appeared to be star-
tled for just a fraction of a second, but
then he broke into a winning smile.
Both men talked, shook hands vigor-

a {hrong of party stal ident. | ously, d and posed for a photo-
Iy Kennedy admirers, a familiar face graph.

] hed to greot the handshaki A Jing to Hoffa, as the picture
poll}lcinn. was taken, Kennedy said, I hope we

:

o got lotters, atacks and stacks
of letters reaponding to our
. atories, editorials and col-
umna. And wo get telephone calls and
faxps as well.

Frankly most of the time, they are
cranky — taking isstte with something
we havo written. And that comes with
theterritory.

So ] cherish some sweet responses,
baged on three recent columna,
® Re; “This Sanders melts away after
Valontine's Day"(Fob. 14 edition).

. Mary Lou Alwood from Plymouth
called to say the closing of yet another
Sanders stirred up some memories for
her.and husband Richard.

“My husband and I met at Sanders
- the one on the Boulevard,” Alwood
reports. 'l was working at the GM
Building; he was at Burroughs, He just
struck my fancy, It ended up he knew
my.brother, so that made it OK."

1t was April 1939, They were married
the next year. And they'll soon cele-

brate 54 years togethor.

After aecing the column, thoy spent
Valentine's Day poring over a box of
antique Valentines — a legacy from
Richard’s mother.

“He's now legally blind; I've had hip
surgery. We don’t get out as much as
we used to,” Mary Lou confided. “IL
(the column) really made our Valen-
tine's Day."

8 Re: “Grumpy old men move out to
change the world” (Jan. 24 edition).

A amall band of suburban dissidents
who take pen in hand to write letters to
the editor on various issues arc now a
somewhat larger body.

Organizer Tony Brehler of Livonia
called to say 25 peaple contacted him
after seeing the piece on the non-dues-
paying, apen-to-anyone fraternity they
label A.D.C. — short for Another Dis-
gusted Citizon,

And 18 showed up Feb, 8 at Bob Ev-
ans in Southfield, where the group
holds monthly meetings to share views,

GUEST COLUMNIST

ALBERT HoLz

don't screw this up like our fathers.”
‘While atraining to hear the conversa-
tion, the “'r’n'wr thought about their

oth are
Both had fathers who were killed be-

- - A
“I never expected anything like
this,"” Brehler said. “We're going to
have to find a bigger meeting place. We
tripled in size overnight."

In addition, the grumpy old men
were joined by two women (they had
been an all-male group, not by choice)
and one or two others who had a per-

sonel political agenda (who won't be
invited back).

“We’re not there for that purpose,”

causo they were outapoken. Both,
thogth{mm dlffu' ront h.nckgmund 8,

fons an
opportunitics, Both are famous in their
own rights. Both might run for presi-
dent one day — Hoffa for presidontbf
the Teamsters — Konnedy for presi-
dent of tho United States,

Hoffa was to say later, “I came there
to meet him. I was touched. It was a
wonderful mecting. . . I was very
pleased by his friendliness.

“We both share the same commit-
ment to working men and women,” he
added.

As the men parted, the writer
thought of both their fathers and
hoped, wherever they were, they were

smiling as broadly aa their sons.

And, the writer thought about Walt
Whitman's words: "Political democra-
cy . » . in America, with all of its evils,
supplies the training school for firat
class men."”

Albert Holtz, a Bloomfield Hills at-
torney who practices family and real es-
tate law, hag been published in several

legal periodicals. He is a member of the '«

American, Michigan and Ockland
County Trial Lawyers Associations, the
Oakland County and Southfield Bar
Associations, and chairs the district
court mediation committee. A West
Bloomfield Township resident, he re-
cently was appointed by the Michigan
Supreme Court to the attorney disci-
pline board.

Holbrook
E

likened CI.

Brehler said, “We're into g
ibili

ville to an
tall

ty, g
bility, These are people who want to
get ot those issues — and see what we
can do.”
& Re: “Imp! Jucation by :
school districts” {(Jan. 3 edition).

Tiny Clarenceville that schools 1,700
kids from three communitics — Red.
ford Township, Livonia and Farming-
ton Hills — was featured as a prime
target for consolidation,

‘That got up the dander of some
Clarenceville High School students.
And their teacher, Micki Scarvi, asked
me to come in and field their ques-
tions. Then, the journalism astudents
among them had to write up the ex-
change.

According to a piece entitled “Burn.
ing over Berne,” Mare Ferretti accu-
rately reported: A handful of pupils
ngreec{ w'ill} Juditp B'crne, whereas u'm

over were op
In her story, “Fusing flowers,” Tracy

ded flower: 'S
through the years, enduring the cold,

espondents — sweet and cranky — are special |

the tender rose flourished in the fading ’

garden. Surrounded by overgrown dan-
delions, the flower grew strong. All it
took was a little extra care toturn a
dying bud into a cherished blossom.”

For my part, I was atruck that in this
socloty we consider so mobile, more
than half the students in the class
raised their hands when asked if they
had attended Clarenceville schools
since kindergarton. .

1 was further impressed with their

nay

BT

well-thought-out questions, yet capaci- .

ty to listen; their passion for that
school district, yet ability to remain
polite.

In my head, 1 still believe in the need

to consolidate districts. In my heart,
maybe we could exempt Clarenceville!

Judith Doner Berne is managing edi»
tor of the Eccentric Newspapers. You
can reach her at 901-2663.

Former drug addict undergoes a renaissance

emember the name David Mi-
chael Holifield. No, riot the

o ® heavyweight boxing champion,
afthough ho's the same height and
weight, and his body is built like a
weapan.

David Michael Holifield is an ex-
drig addict newly paroled from an
Ohio prison, Presently he's livingina
shelter for the homeless near Detroit's
‘Trombly Adult Day High School on
Harper and Van Dyke, where I'm de-
veloping a counseling program.

: He won't be living there long. Impec-
cably groomed and dreased in a clean
suit and tie, David walked into my
counseling center one hot day last Sep-
tember and asked for my help. Techni-
cplly, I wasn't supposed to give him
any, because he already had a high
school diploma. But after speaking
with him at length and carefully sizing
Kim up, I took him across the street to

a clothing store called Off-the-Rack
and asked the owner, Richard Jarrett,
to give him a job.

I'had met Richard through his life-
long fricnd, Cliff Hatcher, the swift
Jeadoff man on Wayne State Universi-
ty's Ohio and Penn Relays champion
quartats I anchored in thoe 1950s.

Richard hns a canny cautiousness
born of six decades’ worth of street ex-
perience. “Doc,” he told me, "I'll hire
this kid, but I confess I'm reluctant,
He's a grenade that could explode any
second.”

Far from exploding, David became
one of Richard’s most dependable em-
ployces, getting paid $20 a day for
guarding the racks of merchandisc dis-
played on the street, In the meantime,
1 contacted MESC and other ug)c’ncijen,

the Haywood Anti-Drug Foundation to
see if I could find David a better-pay-
ing job so he could move out of the
shelter.

Achgie.aL" ity of Michigan All-

NBA all-star whom I had coached in
track.

‘When recently I brought Spencer to
my school to speak, [ introduced him
to David, Spencer immediately offered
him a foundation job “tlmt will include

berry of Wayne State, who helped him
got financial aid to attend WSU..In the
firat sesaion of his sociology class
there, he scared his professor and fasci-
nated some coed clasamates with a
snlf-i[l!roducﬁon detailing his prison

an ap inthe projects
and a leased automobile, David's De-
troit renaissance was under way.
Earlier, 1 had suggested that David
write to seek employment in the Archer
Administration. When I read David’s
handwritten letter, 1 was pleased to
note that he is as eloquent on paper as
he is orally. After having a Trombly co-
op student type it for him, I wrote a
cover letter assuring Archer’s people
that David, with his reformed reform-
er's controlled zeal, will make a perfect
k for the city's downtrodden

was one of my all-stat

and friends such as Reggie B; of
Detroit'a Club West, Greg Blaney of
Vie Tanny's, and Spencer Haywood of

quarter-milers at Pershing High. And
you'll recall that Spencer is the ex-

legions of ex-cons, David hasn't heard
from the mayor's staff yet, but he will.

1 also introduced him to Delta Sauls-

P In many ways, he reminds
me of a young Malcom X,

I have absolutely no doubt you'll fre.

quently be hearing David Michael Hol- :

ifield talk on television someday. Re-
member the name, and mark my
words.

John Telford, @ Rochester Hills resi-
dent, is @ former administrative assist-

ceasREFFECNNAG

ant in the Rochester Community School .

District, He previously was executive
director for secondary education in the
Plymouth Canton district, You cgn
leave him a message by Touch-Tone
phone at 953-2047, maitbozx 1879.
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F ALL THE WORLD'S A i
STAGE, THEN WE HAVETHE  §
PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE. !

1-800-KEA-B888

¢ fies organizations guarantee there's something in your com-
i munity you can get excited about. Call for a free brochure,
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Announcing...
FASHION SHOW

- Fine Cut Crystal

¢ Deccorative
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Matsel’s Galleries

FINE TRADITIONAL HOME FURNISHINGS, ANTIQUES & ACCESSORIES
PRESIDENT’S DAY ONLY - 10 AM. TO 7 P.M.
20% OFF

'UR ALREADY LOW PRICES!

¢ Good Antique Smalls
* Original OIl Palntings
« Elegant Traditional 7, 9 &
11 Pc. Dining Roo:
* French Louis Commodes *
Accessories
* Antique Bookcases
* MUCH, MUCH MORE!
Reguiar Hours: Tucs.Sat.
11 AM. to 3:30 P.M.
3371 Orchard Lake Rd. ( Commerres * 682-8270
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