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Now is the time for people to build bridges, notwalls

MORAI.
PERSPECTIVES

In this month
dedicated to tha
ideals of brothor.

,hood, 1 roflect
upon bridges and
walls, They are
the moat chal.
lenging and In-
splring symbols
of human speech
ond thought.
RABBIIRWIN | Walls have a
GRONER dofinite volue
————— and purpose in
human life, giving us shelter, se.
curlty and privacy. Thoy enclose
us in o manageable world, They
define for us bheyond doubt and
dispute what 18 ours and what {a
our neighbor's, They are part of
the necessary elements of civi-
lized life,
But thore are other walls we
erect which serve no such good
purpose, but are harmful to the
beat interests of socicty.
Selfishness is such a wall.
When a person barricedes himself
behind It, it becomea his prison,
He fondly belicves that this wall
of self-centoredness will give him
grenter atrongth and security. Ac-
tually, it lsnlxteu him and shuts
him off in | from the

know what I was walling In or
walling out, and to whom I wae to
glive offense,”

Over the centuries, people hava
hod enough religion to hate each
other, but not enough to love each
other, Minority groups have
found themselves excluded from
pasticipation in the social and
economic life of tho societiea in
which they lived, The original
meaning of the word “ghetto” fn a
walled-off section of a city, phyai-
cally scparating Jowish inhabit-
ants from contact and commerco
with others. Such walls, actual
and symbolic, have become sym-
bols of degradation and destruc-
tion for all groups that have been
forced to be separated and there-
by rejected,

‘The fomenters of group hostili-
ty are still active in the world to-
day, Even in our own country,
whenever thero is unhsppiness,
dlscontent or unrest, racial and
religlous bigota creep over tho

land and sow the pernicious sceds

of suspicion and hate.

‘There are nations that put their
trust and security in strong walls,
in iron curtains and man-made

p[eut and exclting world around
hi

Prejudice and intolerance, ra-
ctal and group hatred are tragic
walls which people build around
themselves. Our age has unfor.
tunately witnesaed the erectlon of
many such forbidding walla —
walls that divide, separate and
sunder the peoples of this earth.
Robert Frost said it well: “Some-
thing there i that doean't love a
wall, Before I build a wall, I ask to

But they all crumble
sooner or later. The mighty walls
of Jericho fell and the broad walls
of Babylonia were ntterly over-
thrown and, in our own ege,
have scen the fall of thc Suvlet
emplre.

Our shared heritage of faith
teaches us to be builders of bridg.
es, rather than of walls. It i good
to remember the word of the
Prophet Malachai: *Have we not
all one father? Hath not one God
created us all? Why then do we

Conference on raising kids set

A parent education conference
called “Raising a Wetl-Behaved
Child” will occur 8:30 am. to
12:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 26. ot

James Windell, euthor of the
book “Eight Wecks to a Well-Be-
haved Child” will speak.

Windell's lecture will focus on
children’s and how

Lulluer High School in Bl
Hills,

eRegistration fee is $20. Coll
433-0885.

discipline must be designed to
mect each child’s meana of deal.
ing with the world.
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At 50, SmokeY's WisH LisT
Hasn't CHANGED.
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deal treacherously with one an-
other?" We need to build a bridge
of tolerance ns we affirm the truth

that thero are many highways to”

heaven and many rooms in God's
manskon,
America is a soclety

dation of A ’.mcmy

dards of ethics and

and government.

We have vital concerns in
American life where wo should
continue to build bridges. Our
Jolnt el‘fom can moke o major

ion, and our nc-

in which diverse religions, rueeu
and nationalitica are free to e

presa different points of view. Ir. lu
almost self-evident that wo shall
diangree on many things, But it is
more important to note that we
agree on even more. We collective-
ly believe that American lifo is
bullt on a

tion can chango the present and

+ ghape the future.

‘The eondlﬂon of family life is
of primary concern. We are fa
with the disintegrating family.
The high divorce rate, the decline
of standards of scxual morality
and thn nuenununn of parent-
child have all

of
the Judeo-Christian ethic as the

cpidemic proportions, In the past,

bility have been communicated ln
tho family from one generation to
anothor, The challenge to us, all
religions, races and creeds, s to
restore the quality of rnmlly life.
There ore many other areas
where we have joint concerns.
Among them, the problems of the
aged, health care, drugs and the
ever-rising rate of crime. While
the cxecutive and legislative
branches of government seek 80-
lutions for these problems, we
must recognize that such solu-
tions require the collective
strength and moral conscnsus

and shared support of the Ameri-
can people,

Wc must be builders of bridaen
rather than of walls. Charity,
compassion end magnanimity are
such bridges. So are friendship,
tolerance and brotherhood. “Love
Thy Nelghbor as Thyself” is the
noblest and most enduring of
the bridges ever devised.

Rabbi Irwin Groner is with Con-
gregation Shaarey Zedek in
Southficld, If you hove a question
or comment, call him at 853-2047,
maitbox number 1862, on a
Touch-Tone phone.
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Openjl Lz'fetz'me ofOpportunities

at
O“r Open House

Sunday ¢ March 6 * 1994 » 1:00 - 4:00 pm

- Visit our fortyfour acre wooded campus

Meet our dedi

’ﬁlmbyand pae

Ste our academic programs in action with presentations by our ssudents

Share in building your child's fullest potential for tomorrous shrough the learning and lave

of today’s world at the Asademy of Sacred Hear

-

ll‘m.u‘bnal Program

Girls and Boys

3 year@ i Lower School

Girls

and Bays_Pre-K - Grade 4 |

[iddte Schoot

All Girls

Grades S-8 | | Upper School

All Girls

Grades 9 - Iﬂ
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$%= SACRED HEART

1250 Ke Road * Blo

ofield Hills, MI 48304

S. of Long Lake + E. of Wooduward
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' The winds of change in

", Where SPRING has twice

the Free Press--and nearly
;4 three times the circulation
" of The News.

metro Deirnll are
blowlng at gale force.

72% of metro Detroiters

now live in the suburbs,

the circulation of

-
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