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asked them why their stomachs
wore protruding. It's a sign of
bounty, they said, there's plenty
of fish [n the waters,”

Several of the paintings speak
to the dork side of island tradi.
tiona, “Danger at the Gate," an
acrylic-based mixed media, illus.
trates the culture's tradition of
sacrificing the first-born girl child
to the God, Pele, A man with a
knifo in his hand appears ready to
oppease the God &o the island's
voleano remains silent. Vibrant
island colors cast shadows over
the event about to occur,

Initially, DiMarco “laid out the
paintings in her head” two sum.
mers ago, ofter hurting her back
while golfing.

“I did the masks because I
wanted to do people. I decided 1
wanted to paint expressions of
where 1'd been. I had to put down
emotion, I had to put down what I
felt,” said the 1988 winner of the
prestigious  Scara!. Club Gold
Medal.

“The people there are 80 won-
derful, gentle and kind. The world
we live in {8 kind of scary. I found
a gentleness there that is some-
thing lost for us.”

Fellow artist Jeri Fellwock of
Farmington Hills followed the de.
velopment of DiMarco's island
and mask paintings over the last
year. “Her colors are vibrant, her
Lrush strokes are cnergetic, the
way she paints in layers, the way
she lots her colors show through,
the story she tells,” Fellwock said.

As a S-year-old gir), DiMarco
learned the moat valuable lesson
of her life, one that guldes not
only how she lives that life but
how she approaches her art.

“It was the last time I saw my
mother before she died. 1 wanted
to do something but backed away
from it saying I couldn’t. My
mother said, ‘Always try. If you
have an ides no matter how ab-
atract, how do you know you'll fail
if you don't try, Always try. Not to
try ia to fail.’”

DiMarco learned from the best.
Studies at Detroit Society of Arts
and Crafts {now Center for Cre-
ative Studies) under Sarkis Sark-
isian and Guy Palazolla, and at
Enstern Michigan University,
gave DiMarco the knowledge nec-
cssary to develop her drawing
abilitles.

Portraits sketched from life re.
flect much-practiced skills in the
human form es well as the ability
to'manipulate the media of pencil
end pastel.

An active membor of the Bir-
ingham Bloomfield Art Associa-

Spice up gardens with herbs ‘

tion and Scarab Club in Detroit,
DiMarco has taught multimedia
painting at the Birmingham Com-
munity House, Visual Arts Asao-
clation of Livenia and privately in
her own studio 15 years,

On March 4, she begins teach-
ing o series of three workshops in
paste] at VAAL.

“Art doesn't have rules but you
have to study to understand color
compntibility. Some people call
me a colorist, but I not only use
color, I know the capability of col.
or, how to place fuschia next to
red separated by only a thin black
line and offsct by the coolness of
Raku,” she sald, referring to
“Maaks,” an acrylic painting that
Incorporates pieces of ceramica,

DiMarco 18 proud of the many
awards and prizes she's recelved
but says she doean't keep track of
them anymore, That isn't why she

paints,

“If I'm not involved in & paint-
ing, I'm kind of down but if  have
something In progress, 1 wake up
happy es a lark,” she said. *I en.
joy painting. I need to paint. I
have to."

DiMarco has exhibited at the
Belian Art Center in Troy, Bir-
mingham Community Center,
Edee Joppich’s Bay Street Gal.
lery in Northport, Detroit Artists
Market, Detroit Inatitute of Arts
rental gallery, Farmington Com-
munity Library, Livonta City
Hall and Atrium Gallery in
Northville. Her work is in collec.
tions across the United States o8
well as Cannda, Germany, Japan
and England,

DiMarco likes to have three
paintings in the works at any give
en time. The beginnings of her
newest scries focusing on impres-
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Have you al-
ways wanted to
have an herb gar-
den, but thought
you didn't have
enough sun?

A surprising
number of herbs
B do grow well in a
partinlly shady
location, Some of
them are peren-
nlals, meaning
they grow from

ear to year

without having to be replaced,
while others are annuals, those
that need to be replonted cach
year,

Herbs generally don't require
much effort and don't need a lat
of fertilization because flavor is
sacrificed when there 18 lots of
growth, And fresh herb flavor
can't he beat! Herbs also are fra-
grant and pretty and reward the
gardencr in many ways.

Herbs do like a rich soil. Com-
post or spaghnum peat worked
into the existing bed will accom-
plish this, Good dralnage is nec-
esvary, Herbs don’t like wet feet
any more than we do,

Most people begin  growing
herbs for the part they play in our
culinery world, so that is the type
of garden 1 have planned. Start
small — the garden can always be
enlarged and [ don't want you to
be discouraged with teo much
work. But as I said, what little is
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required is well worth the effort.

Garden planning

I've designed a small rectangu-
lar garden about 20 feet by 5 feet,
It doesn’t have to be “squared
off" — it could be oval in shape or
some other configuration. Use
this plan as a guide (sce related
slory)

A ralsed bed will allow the soil
to warm up earller in the season,
but isn't necessary. It will be easy
to reach all the plants from all
sides, but If the garden abuts a
huilding or hedge, a path of step-
ping stones, gravel or wood chips
will make it casier to care for the
plants. A layer of newspaper or
landscape fabric under the latter
two will reduce weeding chores,

Some perennials will form the
bones of the garden and will do
fine in the semi-shady location,
They can be hought as plants in
May, while the annuals can be
started from seed indoors in early
March or sown directly into the
garden when the soil warms up,

Savory characters

Perenniel plants include La-
vender, which bleoms a beautiful
deep blue-purple and will provide
a (ragrance as you brush the foli-
age — Munstend and Lavender
Ludy are good choices, Common
Thyme is o relatively short up-
right plant with deep green foli-
age, while the folisge of Lemon
Thyme is tinged with yellow. Sage
pants are lovely with gray-green,

purple or varicgated foliage. Taste
the leaf of the French Terrogon
plant before you buy it to be sure
the flaver is atrongly anise-like,
Space them 18 Inches opart,

The annuals include Basil,
which comes in several “flavors”
— lorge or smoll leaves. Choose
your favorite and Include one with
purple foltage. Fiat-leaved (Ital-
ian) and curly-leaved parsley will
both be used. Summer Savory is
low-growing with light green foli-
age. Corlander grows two to three
fect tall — the seeds are coriander
and the foliage is known as cilan-
tro. It, as well es the parsley, may
sell-sow,

‘The seeds of the basils and sa-
vory can be atarted indoors In
March, although they can be sown
directly into the garden as can
parsley and coriander, Follow the
directions carefully that are print.

ed on the seed packets — lhe&
contain a wealth of information,
1t's olways fun to hove some

speclal adornment in an herb gar -~

den, perhops a bee skep, or o

pedestal topped with a gazing ball -
(the latest "‘new" rage), or a pott- -
¢d plant. Bay, oloe, rosemary, -

scented geranium or a mint of
your chelce all will grow well in
this area, ns they can tolerate
some shade. Set this “pretty” in
the center of the garden and sur-
round it with the Lemon Thyme.

Let me know how your herb
garden is doing.

Marty Figley is an advanced
master gardencr based in Bir-
mingham, You can leave her a
messoge by dialing 313-953-2047
on a touch-tone phone, then her
maitbox number, 1859. Her fax
number is 810-644-1314.

Here'is suggested guide

‘This is a guide for your semi.
shady herb gorden. It gives the
number of plants and packages of
seeds needed, The plants needn't
be placed in such rigid rows — as
they grow, they will spread.

ROW [: Lavender (Lavendula
angustifolin), one plont; Parsley
(Petroselinum crispum), one
package; Corlande.r (CorElnndnlm

one
Savory (Saturcja hortensis), one
pckage; Lavender, one plant.

ROW 1I: Basil (Ocimum basili-

cum), one package; Sage (Salvia
officinalis), one plant; Lemon
Thyme (T.X Citriodorus), 12
plants; Sage, one plunt; Basll,
one package.

ROW 11}; Lavender, one plant;
French Tarragon (Artemisia
Dracunculus), four plants; Com-
mon Thyme (Thymus vulgaris),
eight plants; Parsley, one pack-
age; Lavender, one plant.

Wildflower seminar slated March 7-8

The Wildflower Associntion of

Michlgan will aguin have a two-.

daoy seminer at the Kellogg Center
at East Lansing, 8 a.m. to 5 pm.
A

head for the first time in this
show. Energetic bursta of gold
light play on the canvas in all
their magnificence.

Other paintings in the show
continue a theme that thrives on
socinl and psychological mores.
“From the Caves” deals with the
fact that women have always sub-
mitted to men's needs and wants.
On the other hand, “Masks in the
Men’s Room” toys with the
premise that “men don’t show
thelr feelings the way women do.

Hours are 9 a.m, to 9 p.m. Mon-
daoy to Thursday, 9 a.m. to & p.m.
Fridey-Saturdsy end 1.5 p.m.
Sunday.

lay-Tuesday, March 7-8,
The chorge is $10 for a single
day or $15 fer hoth days. Registra-
tion ikn't necessary, unless you

Tackle block

The Paint Creek Center for the
Arts will offer a one-day adult
workshop, “Inventing the Invisi-
ble,” 16 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday,
March 12,

Undo writer's block through aa.
sociative techniques. Effective for
beginners s well as more experi-
enced writers. No previous writing
experience necessary, For more
information, call the PCCA at
810-651-4110 hetween 10 a.m. and
5 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday.
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A breed apart.

pool. tot lot, pool cabana, 3
hiking trails and walkingljogging paths, and baschall and soccer fields,

Robersson Brothers, a family-owned
ompany, enjoys a long adition of
providing Michigan families with the
ultimate in gracions living. Reserve
your plice in the winner's tirele tody.
Visit The Crouings of Ouskland.

For more information, plasse call our
Sules Center at 340-8920. Adams
Road, north of Silver Bell Rasd.
Open daily, noon 9 six,

Priced from the low $200,000%

e ¢ ia l

The Hunt Is Over!

Robertson Brothers Proudly Introduces
The Crossings Of Oakland

Dimnvr The Crouings, Robertson Brothers netwess compmunity of single-
Jamily residences, prestigiously located in Oakland Township, Just minutes
anoy from highly acclaimed Rochester schools and the chanming amenssies of
the downtoun area, The Crossings abio offers the petceful, quies clarm of
the country. Selext from 3 and 4 bedroom, 2+1/2-bath colonialand 1-172
story models. Take adiantage of numerous amenities, including a swimming

OPENING

wish to attend the luncheon
March 8 (in which case a paid res-
ervation must be made). Cost of
the lunch is $15; o check made
out to the Wildflower Association
of Michigon for that amount plus
the cost of the seminar ($10 or
$15) can be sent before Wednes.
day, March 2, to Lotry Hill at
P.0. Box 80527, Lansing 48908.
0527,

For March 7, the tentative pro-
gram is: “American Roots in Your
Garden,” Steve Keto of Van Bo.
chove's Seed Co.; *Michigan Nat-
ural Arens,” Kim Herman of the
Michigan Department of Natural
R “Edible Wildfl
Benefit Couking," Jim Meulmick;
and “Wandering Fallows/Lincar
Connections  from  Agricultural
Lands to Natural Areas,” Wiilliam
Gibson and Pieter R i

and Roy Landscape Corp: “A
Case Study for Crystal Lake Golf
Cuurse: An Ecological Approach
to Landseape Monagement,”
Mike Devries of the University of
Michigan School of Natural Re-
sources and Environment; and
“Educating Young Children

About  Natural  Areas,” Carol
Clements of Leslie Nature Center.

Artists’ pictures for the 1994 .

poster cantest will be judged Sun-
dny, March 6, and will be exhibit-

wl in connection with the semi.

nar.

Watercolor entries sought

Slide entries for the Michigan
\\l'uu'r.C?lnr Society’s 48th annu-
a

All residents and former resi-
(rl‘m?l»_ of Michigan are eligible,

are being
through February, pastmarked no
later than March 1, 1994,

For entry forms and other infor-
mation, call 313-665-8924 or 517-
697-3939,

‘The exhibition will take place
June 12 to July 1, 1994, at the
Fraiari Bloomfield Art

8-

For March 8, the ro-

Seclected from

gram_is: “Creating Landscapes
For Our Recreational Activities,”
Hank Bima of Joh Joh

the show will travel to museums,
universities and art  centers
i hout Mi

hi for one year.

or on paper. Awards totaling
35,000 will be given, including a
contribution from the Arts Foun.
dation of Michigan.

The juror for this year's showis °
Al Loving, a Michigan native now H

living In New York City. Loving is

a faculty member in City College
of New York's art department, He ¢

carned his master of fine arts de.
gree from the University of Michi.
gan.

FREE SEMINAR

1,

d volleyball courts, i

GUNN ROAD

Canned good H

How much home can you afford? What are your financing options? Do you know the basic
steps in the home buying process? You will need the answers to these common questions if
you are considerng one of the most important purchases of your life - buying ahome.

This free seminar ks provided to you as a pubilc service of the Westem Wayne Oakland County
Association of REALTORS®. No individual REALTORS® or recl estate companies will be pro-
moted, as this ks a strictly Informational program. You will racelve an excellent packet of
Information and your questions will be fielded by the panel of
tion today.

for the Sa

speakers. Make your reserva-

Armmy will be accepted at the door.
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THE CROSSINGS

YOU'RE INVITED TO A FREE SEMINAR ON HOME BUYING ON-‘ »
Tuesday, March 8 ¢ 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Holiday Inn - Livonks West
17123 N. Laurel Park Diive

Call 478-1700, ext. 241 for reservations:

RORBEATSON SROTHILIAS OCROUP %

SVER BELL ROAD \ || westem Wayne Ockiand County

Association of REALTORS®
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