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Sign tax affidavit only for your principal residence

occupled

property was not boing
et pastd on tax

Most of your dozens of quea-
tions on Proposal A inuo to
be about the homestead exemp-
tion offidavit — the simple form
you must sign to make your home
cligiblo for the 6- or 12-mill prop-
erty tax instend of 24 milla.

Q. I own and occupy my own
home. My daughter and son-in-
law are on the deed as co-own-
crs. Whoso name and Soclal So-
curlty number are needed?

On my deed, thoro are mysclf
and my wife. But my wifo's
name Is on her mother's deed.

A. Only co-owners who occupy
the home as their principal resi-
dence must sign the affidavit, the
state Treasury D t says.

as o
day, Dec, 31, 1993, Howoever, the
1994 assessment will not be based
on the value of & completed home
since a completed home did not
exiat on the tax day. You may
claim an exemption for the home
for 1995 taxes after you occupy
the home as your principal resi-
dence.”

Q. Your paper 1s offoring a
fax-mail sorvico to homecown-

ers who d{dn’t got o homestead
efMdavit from thele local asses-
sor, People should know they
can got these froo from thoe as-
scssor's office,

A. You're right, Our service is
designed for those who can’t get
to city or township hell during
office hours or who arc elsewhore
in the country. Qur $4.95 price
beats a plane trip home,

If you still need a homestead ex-
emption form, call toll-free 1-800-

967-6904 from anywhere in the
U.S, Have your Visc or Master-
card charge card ready. Ask for
item 0301, Specify whether you
want delivery by fax (complete
phone number, please), mail (com-
plete address with ZIP code} or
Federal Express (for an additional

$20).

Q. Pm In tho process of buy-
Ing n house from a relocation
!}rm? Who filea for tho exemp-
tion'

A. Only the owner-occupant
may file for tho exemnption,

Q. My homo In Bloomflcld
Township has been for sple for
n year, I Jive in my second
home. My CPA tells mo not to
change my votlng address In
order to quallfy for n fedoral
capital galns tax break,

A. This reporter is neither a
CPA nor en attorney and len't li-
censed to give such detailed ad.
vice. Treasury's answer fs short

and sweet: “You must claim tho
exemption for the home you occu.
py-as your principal residence.”
Treasury does not check your affi-
davit agalnst your voter reglstra.
tion. It checks only to make sure
you're clalming only a single
homestead.

This newspoper will try to an-
swer in print ail questions of gen«
eral interest, By touchtone, call
(313) 953-2047 ext. 1881 One
queatian per call, please.

“Comvtitioent ol Advieke et St

Family membera who are co-own-
era but don't live there should nat

sign.

Be careful if you awn a house
and are listed on a parent’s house
as co-owner. Sign an affidavit
only for the house you occupy.
You are entitled only to one
homestead tax break.

Q. My children are ownors of
my homo, but I hold a life es-
tate. May I claim tho exemp-
tion?

A. “Yes. Fill out the affidavit
using your name, address, Social
Security number and signature,
Your children should not sign the
affidavit,” Treasury aays.

Q. Wo live in & mobile home
in a trailor park in South Lyon.
Do wo got any break?

A, You may claim an exemption
on your garage and shed if they're
taxable, But mobile homes in a l-
censed park are taxed under a dif-
ferent low, not the homestead
property tax.

Q. I rent a room to a boarder,
May I atil] claim an exemption?.

A. Yes, but only the portion of
your home you live in, not on the
portion you rent out. On the affi-
davit, find section 3, and enter the
percentage of your home that you
occupy and explain with a note on
the form.

Q. My home and an addi-
tionat lot are on tho same deed
and mortgage, But thelot has a
separate PIN (property fdentl-
fication number) on the tax bill.

an the vacant lot qualify for
an cxemption?

A. Yes, you may claim an ex-
emption for the lot if it's adjacent

and contiguous to ygur home, ac-,
cording to Tredsury If it's across’

the road, the lot is atill contigu-
ous, .

Q. Is tho state really going to
change the March 1 deadline
for flling for the lower home-
atend tax rate?

A, A Senate bill is being pre-
pared to extend the deadline to
Moy 1, A lawmaker tells ua: “May
1 is the consenaus date.” Noth-
ing's certain, but this Lansing
watcher would bet yes.

Q. I nm having a now home
built In 1894 which I will be
moving into later in 1884, May

filo an affidavit on my now
home?

A. That continues to bother
readera. We get two answers:

Rep, Willis Bullard, R-Milford,
co-chair of the House Taxation
Committee, wants to pro-rate the
exemptlon, If you're in the home a
half-year, you'd get half the tax
break,

Trensury’s answer: “No. The

Health care
forum is
Thursday

State Rep. John Jamian, R-
Bloomfield Hills, will address a
forum on tho needs of Michigan's
health care system T7:30 p.am.
Thursday.

Jamian chaira-a House Ropub-
liean task force on health care re-
form optiona for Michigan. The
forum, sponsored by the Commu-
nity Coalition of Concorned Phy-
siciana and Patlents, will be hold
at the Troy Marriott, 200 W. Big
Beaver, and ia open to tho public.

For more information, contact
the coalition at (810) 543-2075,

Workshop offers
“a talk on AIDS

An Oakland University Contin-
uum Centor workshop called
“AIDS/HIV: Plain Talk For Ordi-
nary’ People” will meet 7.8:30
p.m, Wednesday, March 2, at the
Meadow Brook Health Enhance-
ment Institute,

Fee Is $19. For more informa-
tion, call 370-3033,

‘The presenters will be a fellow
from the Michigan Stats Medical
Soclety and a person Infected
with HIV,
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V-6 ENGINE

PACKAGE

* B-WAY FOWER DRIVER'S SEAT

STANDARD FEATURES:
DRIVER-SIDE AlR BAG' * 3.0-LITER OHC

o MULTI-POINT ELECTRONIC FUEL INJECTION
« FRONT-WHEEL DRIVE ® FOUR-WHEEL
ANTI-LOCK BRAKE SYSTEM ® POWER STEERING
¢ ELECTRONIC AM/FM STEREO CASSETTE
PREFERRED EQUIMENT
692 A Power
WINDOWS/LOCKS * DUAL POWER MIRRORS

299 »

AV A e 2R AD DA

APP Paynsent!
Denvn Puyin

Refisndable Security
Cusfe Diwe ot Sigaing® .

IATTING FOR!

1994 MERCL\J“RY VL.

First Montht's Payinent’ ..

_AGER G

PUCL T WO T T v Pt

8501

eposit

STANDARD FEATURES? 4.6-LITER
OHC V-8 ENGINE ® SEQUENTIAL MULTI-PORT
ELECTRONIC FUEL INJECTION ® SPEED-SENSITIVE,
VARIABLE-ASSIST POWER STEERING ¢ DRIVER- AND
RIGHT-FRONT PASSENGER-SIDE AIR BAG
SUPPLEMENTAL RESTRAINT SYSTEM' ® 4-WHEEL
POWER DISC BRAKES ¢ CFC-FREE AIR CONDITIONER
o DOWER WINDOWS ¢ POWER OUTSIDE MIRRORS
¢ 6-IWAY POWER DRIVER'S SEAT ¢ ELECTRONIC
AM/FM STEREO CASSETTE RADIO PREFERRED
EQUIPMENT PACKAGE 157 A:
¢ FINGERTIP SPEED CONTROL ¢ POWER LOCK GROUP
 ELECTRIC REAR WINDOW DEFROSTER ¢ FRONT AND
REAR CARPETED FLOOR MATS

ASbanih M AL
First Morah's Laysent!
APP Payment
Densnr Payie

1994 MERCURY GRAND MARQUIS GS :

M LT 3B Wit LAt e Pavas 4Y

Svensity Deposit
Carshs Duse ut Sh

SysTEM!

STANDARD FEATURESS 3,0-utER V-6
ENGINE * SEQUENTIAL MULTI-PORT ELECTRONIC FUEL
INJECTION ® SPEED-SENSITIVE VARIABLE-ASSIST FOWER
RACK-AND-TINION STEERING ® POWER BRAKES ® CFC-
FREE AIR CONDITIONER ® DRIVER- AND RIGHT-FRONT
PASSENGER-SIDE AIR BAG SUPPLEMENTAL RESTRAINT
PREFERRED EQUIPMENT
PACKAGE 4571 A« POWER SIDE WINDOWS
* FINGERTIF SPEED CONTROL ® POWER LOCK GROUP
® 6WAY POWER DRIVER'S SEAT ® ALUMINUM WHEELS
» ELECTRONIC AM/FM STEREO CASSETTE RADIO

First Moth’s Payment* .
APP Payment!

1994 MERCURY

Sorie’

SABLE GS
]

To $764" Wit Ove ADwea L Posare Or

No Lease Acquisition Fee Required!




