8A(F)

The Observer/ MONDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 1994

Hills officer of year ‘pioneer’ in education

By Suk BUCK
BTAFY WRITER

Executive Lt. Norman Kilmer
ia Farmington Hills Police Officer
of the Year, He will retire March 1
after completing 25 years of ser-
vice to the department.

“Norman Kilmer hnu'bcen aple

W ‘Norman Klimer has been a ploneer in formal
education In this agency. Ho was among the
very few first officers to recelve a bachelor’s
degree In this organization.’

Lt. Martin Bledsoe

oneer in formal In this
agency,” said Lt. Martin Bledsoe,
who nominated Kilmer, “He was
among the very few first officers
to receive a bachelor's degree in
this organization,

“He also pursued technical
training that was rare for his time
in carly Farmington Township
and the city of Farmington Hills,
more specifically advanced finger-
print and forensie science studies,
including polygraph examiner.”

- Courses taken were often at
Kilmer's own expense, Bledsoo
noted.

“[ learned in the Army that the
way to be your best was through
education,” Kilmer sald. Kilmer
served in the Army militery police
from 1958.63,

In January of 1964, he joined
the Pontinc police department
and served there until he came to
the Farmington Hills police In
February of 1968, .
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i d and yet
nature allows for internal investi-
gations and discipline to result in
a win/win situation for the organ.
ization and individual members,”
Bledsoe said, "Having witneased
this talent many times, it is im-
pressive to note that Kilmer is
able to hold persons (and the
agency) appropriately responsible
without political sacrifice of the
persons involved or ethical com-
promise of the department.

Kilmer olso helped to .create
and engineer the details for a po-
lice mini-lab,

He was appointed to his pres.
ent position in 1985 as executive
lieutenant in the patrol division.

also an 1 fingerprint spe-
cinlist. Because of his outstand.
ing education and training,
Kilmer is known as a ploneer in
sotting the standard for the de-
partment’s cducational programs,
Bledsoe sald,

“Lt. Kilmer has been and con-
tinues to be a true architect in
laying the groundwork which has
resulted in the fine reputation of
the Farmingtan Hills police de-
partment,” Bledsoe said,

Kilmer {8 married to Cynthio, a
homemaker. The couple have
three children, all in law enforce-
ment, Marlene Kilmer Murphy is
a chemical engincer, docs envi-

1 itoring and recom-

Kilmer holds a bachel : gf “2'

mends

ence degree of Mad
ty and is a graduate of the FBI
National Academy in Quantico,
Va. He {s also an alumnus of the

North Uni Traffic

to the federal government, Son
John is a Madison Heights police
officer, Youngest daughter Melis-
sa 18 a specialist In a forenales

“As a supervisor/
Kilmer was a pioneer in
Northwestern University Traffic
Institute First-line Supervisor
School as well as their School 'o’l"

supervisory school as
well as their school of police staff
and command.

Kilmer is a certified polygraph
operator, hostage negotiator and

y for a Gaineaville, Fla,,
pollce agency.

During his retirement Kilmer
plans to “fish, work in my back
yard and travel,” he said.
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Behind the desk: Executive Lt. Norm Kilmer (left) stands behind the desk at the Farm-
ington Hills Police Station with Lt. Dennis Rochford.

Potice Staff and
Bledsoe snid.

“Other munagement training
included the premier manage-
ment school, the FBI National
Academy.”

Kilmer's professional organiza-
tion memberships include: the In-
ternational Assoctatlon of Identi-
fication, the Michigan Ontario
ldentification  Association, the
FBI National Academy Associ-
ates, the School of Police Stafl
and Command Alumni Associa-
tion and the International Associ.
otion of Chiefs of Police.

Bledsoe lauded Kilmes’s “com-
mon sense” way of dealing with
{mportant issues. “His military
A ——
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Your call could
make history.
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Why is it then tha nany
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Mother-baby nurses

With mether-hihy nurse
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your bedside instead of ow of
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Tave it question abaout your
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mother-aby numsing afl the time.

More support, more education. il

1t’s 1 better way of Giring,
o learn more about the
benulits of mother-bihy
nursing call 313-591-2882.
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St. Mary Hospital

36475 Five Mile Road

Livonia, Michigan 48154
313-591-2882

St. Mary Hospital is affitinted
with Williar Beawont Hospital
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We value our readers and advertisers and care about what you think.
Thar's why we have a direct line to receive and record your call 24 hours a day.
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YOUR CALL WILL BE ENTIRELY CONFIDENTIAL—WE LOOK FORWARD TO HEARING FROM YOU




