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Lansing mulls making gang membership a felony

BY TiM RICHARD
BTAYY WRITER

A bill to make gang by

troit, asked, “How do you prove
that committing crime l"n"ns pur.

ship a felony is drawing fire from
both conservativos and liborals on
a House committee, whers it rals.
es lhg specter of “‘gullt by associa.

lon.

+*This would penalize member.
ship in a gang,” sald sponsor Ho-
na Varga, D-Detroit, “They take
plctures of themselves with auto-
matic weapons and rifles. They
d eir activities, so it's

poso of the aun.
ders ralued the specter of “guilt by
association” and the name of the
late J. Edgar Hoover, director of
t{w Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion,

Rep. Lynn Rivers, D-Ann Ar-
Lor, sald a basic premiso of law is
that one ia responsible for his own
crimes, “but here you could bo

d for simply fati

What if a mother assoclates with
her son who is a member of a

ng?"e

After counting speeches, Judi-
clary chairman Tom Mathieu, D-
Grand Rapids, announced, “We
don't have the votes to put it {the
bill) out today (report it to the
floor), [ urge the sponsor to work
with representatives who ralsed
these concerns.”

Supporting Varga's bill was the
Michi h Council on

Alcoho! Probloms {(MICAP).
“Wa'ro disturbed,” said the Rov.
Allen B, Rice, oxecutive director,
“Thoy (gangs) are drug-related
and youth-related.”

“Gang violenco hits avery
school district in the state,” add.
ed MICAP's education director,
the Rev. Tod Clark. “Members of
the Latin Kings from Pontiac
went to tho north part of the state
with a 9 mm pistol to ‘take care’
of some people his gang leaders

dldn't like very well.”

Clark, who has spoken to stu-
dent groups across the state,
urged* lawmokers not to worry
about dofinitions “because the
body count is too high.”

Under Varga's bill:

M Belng a gang member ia a mis-
demeanor punishable by 80 days
in joil and e $100 fine.

W Committing a misdemeanor to
“further the unlawful goals of the
criminal organization” s worth a

year in jail and a $500 fine — on
top of any sontence for the mis.
demeanor itself,
B Committing a felony to further
gang goals is worth four years in
prison and & $2,600 fine on top of
o sentence for the felony, R
Refer to House Bill 4433 when
writing to your state represents-
tive, State Capitol, Lanaing 48909.
The House Judiciary Committee
meets Tuesdoy mornings in 428
Capitol Building.

easy for police to prove they're
gang mombers. Polico have ple-
tures of them In uniform.”

Varge's bill would . penalizo
those who belong to and recruit
for a “criminal organization,” de-

* Conventiont ond Advsnte Poymont Progrars
rase puyments hoiod o "4 Villsger GS wth PEP
* 6924 MSRR $21,225 excluding title, texes,

fined a8 one whers “members
commit crimes as o purpose of
that organization.” N

“What bothers me,” satd Rep.
Michnel Nye, R.Litchfield, “ia
how to avold labeling other organ.
{zatfons — for cxample, groups
who lay down in front of a
bulldozer to stop a nuclear land.
fill or a dump,

“I'm a Methodlst, A Methodist
bishop demonsteated against a
power plant. I've put money in
(the collection plate) every Sun-
day, That makes me an associ-
ate,” snld Nye, Republican co-
chalrman of the House Judiclary
Committee.
~Rep. David Gubow, D-Hunt-
{ngton Woods, was worried about
defining a gang. “None of these
groups files articles of incorpora-
tion or holde receptions in the
C:I%Itol and gives lapel pine,” ho
said.
¢ .Rep. Nelson Saunders, D-De.

Headlee
to speak
at OCC

..OCC's Distingulehed Speaker
Series begins ita 1994 spring line-
up with Richard Headlee on
Tuesday, March 8. Headlee will
speak on “Management Success"
7. p.m. {n the Smith Theater on
the college’s Orchard Ridge cam-
pus This is a change from the
originally scheduled March 29 ap-
pearance,

The series will continue 6:30
p.m. Wednesday, March 30, with
an appearance by state Sen, Lana
Pollack. Pollack replaces William
Broadhead who will not appear on
March 16 due to a scheduling
conflict.

Headlee is chairman of the
board of the Alexander Hamilton
Life Insurance Co, of America. He
has led the firm as president and
CEO for 24 years, a period of tre-
mendous growth for the company.

An Towa native, Headlee has
enjoyed success in Michigan poli-
‘tics gince arriving in the atate in
the mid-60s. In 1978, he scrved as
chairmon of “Taxpayers United
for Tax Limitation.” The organi-
zatlon successfully amended the
Michigan Constitution with the
Headlee Amendment which re-
stricts taxation and government
spending.
<+ In 1982, he waa the Republican
nominee for governor of the atate
of Michigan. During that year, he
also served aa chair of Michigan
Citizens for Term Limits, an or.

ization which full
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Crodit aygrowslfinsurchility deter-
mined by Ford Cradil, Tolal of
monihly payments is 87,176, ‘Cash
sarings dusal o compurison of
lotal of montkly puyments under
8 comventional Memonth Red
Carpet Sexse plus cash down | . Vaion
S Parl.

200,855 et 5]

payment o4, one tease Ny-
meat under the Advonced
Pagment Program lesse
$9.258 o, $8501. Alcuys
wear your safety belt,
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TRo¥
Bob
””W.Bw?;.rst
8438800 ; e H
anggaare 3 . S .
e : o y :

1994 MERCURY VILLAGER GS

OR SAVE UP 10 $757 WilH
A Moxin Fox
24-MosTh Liast,
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Advanced

waged o campaign to limit terms Advanced Payment Saves $757 Comventional Payment
of office for elected officlals. over Conventional 24-Month Lease* 24-Mo. Lease Program
. Admissfon to tho Distinguished First Month’s Payment® $299, N/A
Speaker Series s free and open to APP Paynient’ N/A 28 501
the public. The March 8 preson-

tation is scheduled for one hour, Down Ryment $2,082 0
followed by a question and an. Security Deposit, $300, $375
awer session. For more informa. sig . $2,681 $8,876

Cash Due at Signing
tion, call professor Harvey Bron- See Your Particlpating Dealers

stein at 810-471-7744,

Tho Orchard Ridge campus is
located at 27065 Orchard Laks
Road, just south of 1-696 in Farm-
ington Hills,

Straight Talk
seeks audience

Stamdond Features:
* 3.0-liter OHC V-6 engine

* Multi-point electronic fuel injection
* Front-wheel drive

¢ Four-wheel anti-lock brake system
« Power steering

 Driver-side air bag'

* Electronic AM/FM stereo cassette

#<Fox §0's “Straight Talk,” host-
‘éd by Amyre Makupson, invites
‘the public ta be part of its studio
wadience to discuss Proposal A,

B ctord Egaapisend Pack

the plan to Increase the Michigan » CFC-free air conditioner (front)
walos tax by 2 centa, * Power windows/locks
'l:l'r';ph‘ B Friday for - * Dual power mirrors

Dromosal A Ts scheduled

- 8 BC. or &
ftatowide vote March 15. Atten-
dance at the teping (s free, but re-
quires reservations. Groups are
encouraged. For Information and
reservations, call Fox 50 WKBD,
20905 West 11 Mile, Southfleld,

ot (313) 355;7089, 24 hours aday, . !

* 8-way power driver’s seat
* Aluminum wheels
* 7-passenger seating
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