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Outstanding teacher has humor down to

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
BTAYF WRITER

Power Middle School sclence
and math teacher Dale Green re-

fusen to be the butt of jokes, He's
usually on the front end of them,

M ‘All | wanted to do was to teach klds the best

1 could.’

Dale Green

Power Middle School science, math teacher

Here'a a Green | at
is osmosis? Reaponds the teacher
with Amazing Carnac-like repar-
tec: “What the man said when he
camo down (rom the mountain
with two tobleta ... l-gz-mo-
ses”

Ta dum.

Green might be hing of &

colade. He didn't enter teaching
26 years ago to become a highly
decorated educator, though.
“All Twanted to do was to teach
kids the best I could,” Green said,
That rjnennn'_bccm!ﬂng a friend

cutup, but his students picce to-
gether a wealth of knowledge in
hia classrcom. He takes a person-
al appronch, reaching es many
kids ans he can to make learning

fun,

That's part of the reason he was
‘gelected Loth the Farmington
Public Schools and Newsweck-
WDIV-TV Oskland County mid-
dle school teacher of the yeor.
_Green and other winners will be
henered in a special banquet In
May at the Roostertail,

Green is overwhelmed and
surprised with the double.dip nc-

or it calls
for picking the kid who doesn’t
have his hand up, or taking two
minutes of time to find out an in-
terest — anything to draw them
into the learning fray.

Humor goes & long way.

“My favorite thing about
watching him teach is that kids
will give 100 percent of them-
selvea because they want to
please him,” said Power principal
Laura Miner. “He’s kind of mag.
e

Green mokes them lough and
makes them wonder.

The osmosis joke, for instance,

Educator adds
spice, sauce
to ‘specialty’

By Lanry O'ConnNOR
STAYF WRITER
© When it came to sclence a8 a
student, Becky Waters felt more
* like H20 under the sun’s intense
rays: She wanted to evaporate,

" The study of minerals and solar
systems wasn't her cup of tea.

. So, there's more than a twist of
" frony to the Wood Creck Elemen-
“tary teacher drawing her third-
- graders gleefully, like 8 magnet in
< a nail factory, to science.

1 didn’t like it (as a student),”
Waters sald. “That's why it's my
qpecinlty."

' Waters goea out of her way to

spice up the subject, going beyond

the traditionai mineral chart and
" hods of b

Such creativity has led Waters
to be selected as both the Farm-
ington Public Schools Elementa-
ry Teacher of the Year and the
Newsweek-WDIV Oakland Coun.
ty Outstending Elementary
Teacher of the Year. She will be
honored in May nlong with other
winners in a special ceremany re-
broadcast on WDIV.

‘The double honor is a remark.
able achicvement, especially con-
sidering Waters has only been
teaching 4% years.

Then again, she was reared in
something of a school house, Her
father Horace Waters was a long-
time principal at Redford Union
High; her mother Morcla is a kin.
d teacher,

She developed a clnssroom project
where kids made their awn batbe-
cue sauce, The recipe was later
bottled and sold with proceeds
going to Farmington Nelghbor-
hood House.

Her students have tumed the
classroom into a tropical rain fore
est, including sound effects. Stu.
dent-made jelly fish dangle from
the ceiling, the result of an ongo-
ing atudy of occans.

“Both of my kids love sclence
because of her,” said parent Kim
Fraser, whose two children, Mi-
chael and Mclissa, have been in
Waters' classroom. “Thoy do all
kinds of hands.on projecta. We
have crystals she (Meliasa)
zmughl home sitting In our win-

ow.”

“For awhile, I sald ‘no way I'd
ever go into education,’ " Waters
soid. “As I got older, I realized
that was my colling. T found 1
worked well with children.”

Waters grew up in Farmington
Hills, attending Alameda, O.E.
Dunckel and North Farmington
where she graduated in 1984, She
recelved her bachelor's and mas-
ter’s degrees from Michigan State.

Her teaching carcer had anoth-
er curve ball of irony: Waters re-
placed her first-grade teacher
when she was hired.

“She took one look ot me and
unig it was time to retire,” Waters
ald.

8
Waters being a  product of

Art teacher draws on
students’ creativity

The old saying, you've got to
have art hits home at Harrison
High School. The person drumm-
ing the message Is Willlam Her-
mon, Farmington Public Schoals
High School Teacher of tho Year.

Hermon has been in the Farm-
ington district since 1966, previe
ously serving as a teacher in the
Detroit Public Schools for five

years,
Through the years, Harmon haa
been o main catalyat in helping

students tap their creativity.
Many havo won local and state
art awards; some have gone on to
receive full-tuition scholarships
at the Center for Creative Studies
and Antioch College.

Harmon, who earned hia bache-
lor's and master’s degrees from
Wayne State University, serves as
2 member of the Harrison School
Improvement Team and chairs a
North Central Acereditation com-
mittee.

Eagle paraprofessional
soars with kids, library

When Eagle Elementary first-
graders need help, paraprofes-
‘slonal Mary Jo Williams is thero
.with bells on.
" And the reciplent of this year's
_Farmington Public Schools Dis-
tinguished Support Service
*Award offers ald with bubbly en-
_thusinam, according to colleagues.

Williams has been at Eagle for
more than 10 years, o'n:ﬁn‘ql ﬂo:.l-

doesn’t atop there.

Staff members credit Williams
for helping computerize Engle's
media center into the Winnebago
system, removing old coding la-
bels and installing new codes on
many of the 12,000 volumes In the
library collection.

Williams helps on aeveral
building and social committees at
the schoo). She organizes and par-

fel in the all-achool talent

tive
while correcting thelr mistakes
and evalusting thelr progress. She

-

show and started Eagle’s annual
*Adopt-a-Family" campaign.

helps them remember the word,
More than likely, ! they'll also
crack open a science book to find
what it really means,

yindi 1 "

School and Middlcbelt Elementa-
ry before moving onto East Mid-
dle School where he taught for 10
years.

He's been at Power Middle
School for 16 years, His wife of 26
years, Karen, also teaches at Pow-
er. They have a son, 16.

There wos a time when the
teacher of the year was more in-
terested in playlng notes than
taking tth. G.mm‘ wnnt.csi to be-

{i to the i Y,
osmosis 1s the movement of a sol-
vent through a semipermesble
membrane into a solution of high-
er concentration that tends to
equalize the concentrations of so-
lute on the two sides of the mem-
brane.)

“Baslcally, I try to assist kids
in learning and let them know I'm
behind them, helping them to
learn rather than in front of them
demanding that they learn,”
Green snid. “At this nge group,
you have to be an ally for them.”

Green has come to that conclu-
sion through 26 yenrs teaching in
the Farmington district. He start.
ed at Ten Mile Elementary

come a p asa
snxophone player.

‘Then, recalled Green: “
inside me said, "Get real.

Inatead of his muse, he fol-
lowed his instincts and became a
teacher.

He still plays the sax. In fact,
he has the instrument tucked
away in a classroom closet,

voice

Once in awhile, Green thinke
obout pulling it out for an im-
promptu concert.

“It might scare them a little
bit,” he sald.

Besides, Green has learned
there are more rewards in teach.
1hng kids how to toot their own

orn.

Selence with humor: Dale Green teaches life science elass
with a touch of humor as he crowns student Kamino
Draghici with the help of Michelle Kirsch.

Farmington schools makes teach-
er of the year honors even more of
athrill. She's received congratula-
tions from people around the dis-
trict, including her eighth-grade
English teacher Estralee Michael-
son who is now director of the dis-
trict's health curriculum.

Waters, who wants to be a prin-
cipal someday, serves on several
school and district committees,
She's on the curriculum council,
frameworks and nssessment com-
mittees.

She also reads up on new
trends in education. ‘Tenching
rewards go beyond those bestowed
from educational circles,

Waters gets a kick out of the
kids. She marvels at what they
grasp.

I had a kid run in with geodes
he had found, Another one
brought in a tool to crack them
open,” Waters said, “They took
what they've learned outside into
their world and brought it back
into the classroom.”

Willlam Harmon

Asking advice: Becky Wa-
ters’ Wood Creck Elemen-
tary third-graders, includ-
ing Dustin Babler (left)
and Marcus McComb, seek
her help in building a coral
reef.

Jacobson's

IT's
YOUR NIGHT
TO SHINE...

PROM 94

You'll look and ,Eul
so beautiful in this
dress for your special night.
White sequins and lace,
scalloped, off-the-shoulder
famour satin top with
a long black slim crepe
lavie skirt, From Roberta.
Sizes 3-13, $138.
Made in the USA.
Miss J
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ANN ARBOR ¢ BIRMINGHAM

* DEARBORN * GROSSE POINTE ® LIVONIA ® ROCHESTER

Shop Moaday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.ov. Thursday and

Fridsy 9:30 a.m. to 9
. Jacobson’s

. Sut to 3 pm. Ann Arbon
m. Sundsy noon .\’&A’n:i

I

noon to 6 p.m.




