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Program matches elderly with live-in aides

BYREDECCA WALDMAN

Srary WriTZR

+ It was a match made in ...
Oakland County.

¢ Nilda, 63, needed help around
the house, l'ron‘\ big things ltke

House mates

H‘About 99 percent of our providers are elder-
ty. Some tell me, ‘I'm Just so frightened at night

to be alone.’

Bea Wallace

Program coordinator

v, Twenty percent of the matches
are elderly people who simply
want someonc with a deytime job
to keep them company at night.
But the vast majority of home
seckers, around 76 percent, move
in and give care as a full-

‘cooking and ing to small
ithings like buttoning her clothes
properly. Her two children, who
ghecked on her daily, started to
worry about her living alone when
she fetl down her basement steps,
breaking her ankle.

\ Mary Ann, 36, needed a place to
Jive and ‘n livelihood.

: The two women met three
months ago through a program
that matches people who need
companionship in their homes,
colled “home providers,” with
people who need affordable hous-
ing, or “home seckers.”

%]t solved a lot of problems for
me and solved a lot of problems
for their family,” said Mary Ann,
*It’s working out well,”
' The program is called
Homeshare, and it has been
mntching Oakland County resi.
dents who need each other for 16
years,

Homeahare, a project of Onk-
land Livingston Humaon Service
Agency sponsored by the South-
enst Michigan Council of Govern-
ments, has been especially effece

tive with senlor citizens who need
help, but who don't want to meve
into a nursing home. Some need
only to share houschold expenses
like food, rent, and utilitics, Oth-
ers require around-the-clock care,

“About 99 percent of our pro-
videra are elderly,” sald program
coordinator Bea Wallace, “Some
tell me, ‘I'm just so frightened at
night to be alone.” "

Monthly, Wallace gets about 60
appllcations, meets about 10 po-
tentinl pairs, and places about
two. The process 18 time-consum-
Ing, taking up to three houra per
application just to read.

“It's like a marrioge,” Wallace
notes, 1 have to sit and talk with
people, get o feeling of people.
Homeshare is meeting needs, and
that can be very emotional.”

The nceds are somctimes so
painful that Wallace has had to
toke n break several times over
the past five years she's been a
coordinator. “You really don't re-
alize how many people are in

need,” she said.

About 90 percent of seckers are
women, mostly in their 40s or 50s,
who were Inid off from jobs or are

ing abusive relationshi
About 80 percent of providers are
also women, or couples with one
apouse too ill for the other to core
for alone. In all matches, at least
one participant must be at least
55 years old,

Wallace and her partner, Shir-
ley Sherman, screen all appli-
cants carefully for substence
abuse and health, References and
medical reports are a must for
both scekers and providers, “We
are really looking for goad, compe-
tent seckers,” Wallace said.

‘The program’s originnl purpose
was to mateh people who needed
to share space, costs, and chores.
Wallace estimates now that only
abput 5 percent of Homeshare
participantr fall into this catego.
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time job, Wallace is careful that
neither side takes advantage of
the arrangement, When providers
claim that they can’t afford to
give more than room end food in
exchange for service, she investi-
gotes thelr finances and negoti-
ates for monetary compensation,
“The days of slavery arc over,”
she tells them.

Wallage expects commitment
from seckers, too, “We really like
people to stay a geod couple of
years,” Wallace said. “Some that
1 placed five years ago are still
there,”

The reasons for their commit.
ment are not simply cconomic.
“People do get nttached to each
other,” Wallace said. “It's a blesa-
ing.”

Homeshare is looking for home
seekers and home provid

Lmmsical Dalls, Unique Pens, lland-Crafted irems. bases. Cheese Irays. -
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or
more information, call OLHSA at
858-5132.
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If you want

THINK

SPRING

Think DSW!

Vi stack cver 900 siyles

to be your
own boss,
~ letus be
your bank. |

She felt like she
was dying inside!
She decided to
Call 1-800-682-MOOD

to qualify for a FREE research program
in Farmington Hills

8y participating as an out-patient in @ Depression research study, she
received physical & psychological evaluations, lab tests, an EXG,
i i { medications, & medical follow-up - at NO COST!

and more than 165 designor

< IFYOU are suffering from Depression, the side effects of
antidepressant medications, or Panic, o if YOU are over 50 and
i of Alzheimer’s Disease call today.

ond top nome brands, dll ot
20%-50% off deportment

store prices. And with spring

F '8 Symp

When the dreams of being your own buss turn into the reality
of needing capital, call us, .

First of America offers custom business loans that are tailored -
1o your unique financial needs, These special loans are made .
possible because of our with the Michigan S| i
Fund and the Small Business Administration, Both of these
governinent supparted programs are designed to give you the
extra financial help you need. .

Our Commercial Services Department offers you a wide
variety of products including fixed rate equipnient loans, lines of
credit to meet daily business expenses or a loan for construction of
commercial propery. And we'll work with you to come up with
terms (hat fit into your business plan.

For more information, call us at 281-5530 or stop by any of our
convenient locations.

Asmall business loan from First of America. Because our
business is helping yours grow.

i} FIRSTFAMERICA.

A bank for life

Member FINC. Equal Hunsing Lender. GY
Uhearing impaired, THD line arallable from 9-5 EST at (800) 2894614, &

Robert J. Bielski, M.D., Director

Practitioner, Researcher, and Teacher since 1976 on the woy, many exciting

spring styles ore now arriving,

So when yau think of spring,
think DSW!

Are you planning
for retirement?

I Receiving a lump-sum
. » )
distribution?
New legislation can cut your
retirement payout by 20%.

Uncler new feglslation, if you leave your company, your '
employer could be required to take a tix wit ©holding of
20% from the money you're getting from a hanpesum distri-
butlon, PaineWebber can show you an easy way to keep

= your payout intact. You'll also learn:
* o How to interpret the paperwork necessary to request

Wherehe Only Thing Biggerthon the Savingsis the Selection.™
3635 Rochastor Road
{Bateeun Big Brover Rd. & WatilesRd.] 689-2800
14, TH,F, SAT10.9, SUN 12.6; CLOSEDTUES & WED FORRESTOCKING

MEAPHS 51 PAUL

Teps 1yt shewn

of 1RQ11 CU VILAND
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Come explore the wonders of aur LOWER SCHOOL (Grades Pre-K-2)

I magine

your distributlon, hool v and di A 3003 West Maple ltoad
o How to work within the new s legislaton to minlmize school community and discover the ll‘l“l“l”l“l?t‘”l”“ ‘ri{:‘m ABMH-3408
I EI'HONE 3 104

supportive learning environment 43

that prepares tomorrow's leaders JUNIOR SCHOOL (Grades 3-5)
1 . 600 Bradway Baulevard

through a dynamic program of Moamficd Fills, Mick

academics, arts, activities and TELERIONE (B0 647

athletics. MIDDLE SCHOOL {Grades 6-8)

22400 Hillview Lane

Beverly 1ills, Michigan 48025.4824

BLLLPHONE I 6407717

UPPER SCHOOL (Grades 9-12)

3305 West Thineen Mife Road

Teveely Hills, Michigan 480254435

TELERHONT (315 6467717

your tax {lability,
How to invest your distribution to maximize your income
and preserve your prineipal for the rest of your life,

n ABI0E-2412

Your Child’s
Ofuture

Detroit Country Day School

Join us at one of our free seminars,

Dearbom
Hyatt Regency
Wednesday, March 16
7:00-9:00 PM

We invite you and your child to
explore what Country Day offers at
each of its four schools—Pre-K
through Grade 12, We welcome
students of 4 ¢, above average
and gifted abil

Troy

NSU Management Center
March 15

e
7:00-9:00 PM

Livonia
Livonia Civie Center
Tuesday, March 22

7:00-9:00 PM For more information,
. Speakers: OPEN HOUSE call (313) 646-7717.
v Gary W, Ibara Mark J. Rogers

Open House will

Pruasaknsratesarsy.

£~ S Viee Presidens-fuvestments S Viee Prosident=Ieestinents
- PuineWebber PuineWebber Public welcome!

w be held at all four school: No appol necesuary.

- For reservations call Lynn Richic at Pre-K through Grade 12 o

(800) §33-1407 or (810) 737-5467. 8/ .
. MARCH G67u

= v ¢ 1 TO 4PM

= We invest in relationships?

;" 32300 Northwestern Highway, Sulte 150

Farmington Hills, MI 44334
*
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