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Without a pecp of controversy, the South-
east Michigan Council of G has
‘adopted a strategy report to slow down “urban
, sprawl” — the development of suburban open
18pace with little population increase,

;. SEMCOG's General Assembly last week
pproved a 40-page strategy to save older cit-
“fes and infrastructure, Including reclaiming
contaminated uiwd.

)

™= rban <on-
-Buined no hint of the charge of “raciem,”
Swhich deeply offended Oakland, western
Wayne and Macomb delegates two years ago
*aduring debate over the Regional Development
Initiative (RDI).

“The new document started in the RDIL"”

satd John Amberger, SEMCOG's exccutive di-
«fector. “There wero fivo major findings in
*RDI. Ono was that we need to do a better job
at the suburban level of managing growth so it
oean't turn into sprawl,

- “If we can have quality growth in the sub.
urba, and don't just suck out jobs, that's part
of the equation,” Amberger said. "It (the new
‘roport) ie positive for older aress.”

“People shifted
.- Cnux of the problem: SEMCOG expecta the

amount of developed land to increase 40 per-
cent in the seven.county region in 20 ycors
while population rises only 6 percent — @
shifting of people without real growth,

Twin evils: abandonment of older, bullt-up
arces and heavy taxpayer burdens to serve
newly developed land.

“Cooperation between urban centers and
their surrounding suburbs could be en-
hanced,” the SEMCOG policy says. *By join-
ing together, all communities in the region
will enjoy greater cconomie success.”

One recommendation calls for “quick take"
laws allowing older it bl
the large land parcels required by modern in-
dustry. Another would sllow property tax
breaks to be giving only by “disinvested
areas” to end the bldding war between com-
munities,

SEMCOG points a finger of blame at a law
it once pralsed — PA 233 of 1990, the so-
called “Polluters Pay" act. The planning
agency now says the law “tightly restricts”
redevelopment of land in urban arens.

SEMCOG continues its call for a stronger
public transit system, noting 33 percent of De-
troit families and 12 percent in the region
have no auto.

Amberger snid the “Revitalizing” report

SEMCOG wants to slow this horse down

benefited from much suburban input. Task
force membera included Joan Buser, Onkland
Township supervisor; Don Gross, Southfield

ity devel di Tim Pope,
Novi councllman ond aide to Sen. David
Honigman of West Bloomfield; Nancy Bates,
an aide to Rep. Jan Dolan of Farmington
Hills; end officials from such Wayne County
communities a8 Dearborn, Southgate and
Grosse Pointe Forms,

‘Superb work’

SEMCOG also unvelled its new handbook
“Land Use Tools and Techniques.”

“It’s an absolutely superb work,” said Am-
Dberger, “We'd like to get a copy into the hands
of every zoning official in the region, and even
the state.”

Oakland Township’s Buser, outlining the
work, said it would help suburban officials re-
tain open spoce and the choracter of their

itles even ns devel urrives,

For example, Instend of o wetlands ordi-
nance requiring “buffer” areas between a wet-
land and a building, a community can do bet-
ter by requiring large setbacks from a wetland
in its zoning ordinance.

_How can a multiple car family
minimize insurance costs? No problem.

Auto-Owners gives families with two or more cars 4 reduced

e, That makes their exceptional aulo coverage
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Homeowners who object to giv-
ng the locdl assessor their Social
ecurity numbers may have to
+ prove by other means that they're
eligible for the lower school prop-
+ erty tax rate this year.
i+ Citing fears of “Big Brother,"
+ gome homeowners are refusing to
give thelr Social Security num-
. bers when they send city or town-
. ship hall the offidavit cntitling
. them to a six- or 12.mill tax rate
" on their domictles.

. Without some proof, they may
+ have to pay 24 milla.

" “The Michigon Department of
Treasury has the legal authority

- to use Social Security numbers
for tax purposes,” according to
the state trensurer's Feb. 10 advi-
sory memo. 9

i “Federnl law prohibits the state
! or local governments from releas-
*ing a Social Security number to
: unauthorized persons. Local gov-
* ernments may not use Social Se-
¢ curity numbers for any purpose
other than to administer the
. homestead exemption.”
; Maximum penalty for imprep-
* erly disclosing o Social Security
- number: five years in prison anda
+ fine of $5,000.

Will you receive the homestead
exemption if you fail or refuse to
enter your Social Security num.

“ ber?

Treasury's answer: “The De-
partment of Treasury moy ask for
further verification of your home-

. stead exemption claim.” It does
‘ not say what “further verifica-
_ tion" might be,
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. AN property will be taxed at 24
. mills for school operations except
; yaur principal homestcad. If Pro-
: posal A, a constitutional amend-

ment, is approved March 156 by
* voters, the rate will be six mills; if
+ it's rejected, 12 mills.

Deputy tremsurer Madhu An-
. derson said the state requests the
1 number to “preclude any person
s from having or claiming more
! than one principal residence at
* any time,
{ “Because some taxpayers may
' inadvertently make errors on
. their affidavits or improperly
_'claim more than one homestead
+ exemptlon, we ask for a Soclal Se-
« curity number to verify that the
! property is properly claimed,” she

said, citing threo scctions of the

Soclal Security Act,

! Here's how it works: If a local
* unit raises a question about
whether you are sccking more
-than one cxemption, Treasury
‘uses your Social Security number
‘to run a computer check to aeo if
! :you've filed more than once.

* The exemption applies only to
your principal homestead. A sec-
*ond home Js ineligible for the low-
¢ errate,

v “Ifthe Department of Treasury
\'denles your homestead exemp-
* tion, you may file an appeal with
. the Michigan Tax Tribunal,” the
! Treasury bulletin says.
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