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turn away 160 hockey players and
about 50 figuro skaters
there i not enough ice time.

“We welcome any other arcnas
in the area,” Fox said. “Thero is
plenty of domand.”

City manager Bill Costick
ogreed to crunch the numbers
ogoin, ueing lower hourly rental
fees, and report back to the coun-
cil. With that issue unresolved,
location was discussed.

Although the committee con-
sidered the Little Caesars proper.
ty on 12 Mile and Drake and
property on Hoggerty just north of
Nine Mile, huilding an arena at
the Founders Sports Park on
Eight Mile has the moat promise,

Sinco the land is city owned,
the cost of a new arcna would be
cut by more than $1 million. In
addition, the site is close to 1.275,
flat with minimal trees, thereby
lowering construction coats, has
close access to sewer and water, fs

luded from residential

type of bonding tho city used, it
would not necessarily have to get
voter approval.

‘Lichtmen reiterated that the
vite on such an issuo could bo
skewed, and doom a proposal that
would be popular among resi-
dents and could eventually make
tho city money.

‘Another sticking point for sev-
eral council members was the
amount an arena could charge for
ront. In comparison with ather
afenas, such as those in Redford,
Plymouth and St. Clair Shores,
Oliverio and Grant said they were
concerned that the proposed are.
na would charge too much. That,
they sald, would not only throw

* off calculations about how much
the arena ould make, but would
piit the new facility at a competi-
tive disadvantage.

:Lichtman said the city’s con.
sultant, Jack Vivian of the Uni-
versity of Michigan, had satd that

ause

Commisaton will sit down and do-
cide whether MetroVision hes
lived up to its end of the deal.

As part 'o’I‘ the 'Cn'blln Act of

definitely going to be taken into

consideration,” sald .SWOCC

chalrman William Hartsock.
MotroVisian c??wm.lu it has

1084, haven rates. More
six-month period to review a cablo 80, a spokesman soid tho cable
* fi The pro- fully lied with FCC

D
cedure Is a precursor to opening
negotiations with MetroVision on
rencwing the 16-year franchise
agreement.,

At its March 1 meeting,
SWOCC OK'd a resolution that
members will take back to their
respective city councils to start
negotiations.

‘The current agreement between
SWOCC and MetroVision cxplires
in May 1997, Negotiations for re-
newal have to begin three years
prior to the expiration, according
tolaw,

A renewal will likely be more
difficult  than starting from’
seratch, .

Ever-evolving technology and
b i from outside

the fee structure would be reason-
able for the times. Lichtman, and
other committee members, point-
ed out that the demand was such
that there would be plenty of
hbckey players, figure skaters and

Attorney outlines
arena bond options

‘If Farmington Hills wants to
borrow money to build an fce are-
na by l.ulling bonds, now is a good
time to'do it.

arens,
and would enhance the park with
parking and a concession outlet.
Since the park is under construc-
tion, the arena could still be put
in during the planning stages.

Jease payments ta the city build-
ing authority sufficient to pay the
interest and principal on the
bonds.

honds

Compeﬂlol’!r will make things
sticky, For customers, though, the

guldelines lost year in an attempt
to cut rates 10 percent.
Many customers would disa-

gree. More than half of them

received rate §

L4
its use of video dial tone, which
combines visusl Imagea with
voice and data. Cable operatora
sees that as an infringement. .
MotroVision esked SWOCC to
submit letters to the FCC, ex.
preasing concern outside competi-
tors would not bo obligated to pay
franchise fees as cable companics
are requited to do.

newal, thus lessening the chance ;
to go with ancther company orop-
erating the system itsolf, N
In othor SWOCC news: :
M Formington clty manager and
SWOCC board member Frank
Lauhoff will serve as executive di-
rector on an Interim basla until a
successor ia found. The position’ :
will 'be posted [n Farmington, .

"“We wel th i

1]
Amerl

those who subscribe to basic
broadcast service that went from
$1 a yeor to $10.62 a month,

SWOCC member Aldo Vagnoz-

* zi was wondering if they can ex-

pect the same with the recent 7
percent cut proposed by the FCC.
Vognozzi asked MetroVision
representatives f customers were
going to see a rate rellef “since we
never got the 10 pereent.. . "
“We're going to be rato sensi-
tive,” MetroVision general mana.
ger Bob McCann said. “We've
been as rate sensitive a3 enyone
around. We've been as good as

to ho., .
wo just want a lovel playing field,”
MaetroVision vice president Tom

F Hills and Novi clty |
halls, Lark Samucelfan resigned -
after 11 years t_o become project -

Bjorklund said.

MetroVision — taking a cue
from phone companies — has al-
ready started re-wiring Livonia
and Redford with fiber optic
cable. The linc fa smaller, but has
the capacity to transmit more
dato and visual imagea.

MetroVision wants to follow
suit in Farmington and Novi.
However, by atlowlng the compa-
ny to proceed with a major up-
grade, some members of SWOCC
wondered how it would affect up-

Hills council wants to play ball on

BY BILL COUTANT
STAFF WRITER

The Farmington Hills City
Council wants to address con-
cerns about several issues involv-
ing Heritage Park and docan't
want to continue the inaction of
the past two years.,

The councll voted 7.0 to have
councilwoman Cheryl Oliverio,
City Manager Bill Costick and

! Attorney John Everhardus, who
is the city’s bond specialist, out-
lined options and restrictions for
financing the arena with bonds.

Unlimited tax general obliga-
tion bonds would have to be ap-
proved by the city's voters, The
city would be required to levy
each yeor whatever millage was
niecessary to pay the principal and
{oterest on the bonds.

- That tax millage could be in ex-
cess of the charter tax rate limit.
But it would likely !'ecclve n'hlg'h'

The buildi borl

would be subject to the city's
charter tax limit.

Both bonds would place limits
on the city's use of outside man.
agement and Jimita the amount of
bond proceeds to be uscd in other
than a primary use to 10 pércent.
That would mean the cost of
space for restaurant or pro shop
facilities could nat exceed nbout
$600,000 under the present pro-
posal.

T ives from the city’s
Historic Commission, Historic
District Commission and parks
and recreation commission come
up with suggestions by the first
regular meeting in May.

Oliverio snid she brought up
the issues because they had been
unresolved for the past two years,

“There’s so much controversy,”
she said. “We need some con-
scnsus. We need to find out what
we agree on and go from there.”

The council dlacum;:zd‘thq necd
© buitdi

had been "ll'h'ned"nl renlly not re-

or impp 0
at the park, whether to include
the buildings in the city's historic
district, & report on o proposed
working farm, other improve-
ments at the park, and maintain-
ing Heritage as a passive park.
Mayor Larry Lichtman said he

solving
That, soid Oliverio, was why
the council needed some specific
proposals and some deadline.
Members of the historic com-
mission, including former Mayor

of higan Govern.
ment Television Network. -
® MotroVision will credit cus- ;
tomer bills for the 30 cents a -
month it was overcharging. The
average refund or credit is $2, ac.
cording to Bjorklund. MetroVi. ©
sion asked SWOCC to be allowed :
to pass the credit to only current
subscribers, .
W With SportaChannel going out -
of business, MetroVision will
likely replace the all-aports chan.
nel with E, a 24-hour entertain-,
ment network,

park issues

i
The committee studied using cx-';
isting buildings ond land at the
park for use as & working farm.
that would Include “petting” ani-l
mals. That report was completed;
in August of 1992 without action
by the council.

Jean Fox, talked about the dead-
lock within the parks and recre.
ation and d

“What was the whale point of
having the committee do this il

opposed putting park b in
the historic district because the
city counci! would lose control of
them,

Councilwoman Nancy Bates
said the city needed to decide
what was “active™ and what was
“passive” use at the park, and
could the buildings maintain
their historic authenticity end
still comply with the Americans
with Disabilities Act.

Counciiman Aldo Vagnozzi
called the last two years a “Catch-
22 situation” where the process

er rate than t

bonds and could fetch a lower in-
terest rate.

. Building authority bonds
would not need voter approval,
They would be sccured by the
city’s obligation to make annual
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we're going to shove it under thé
rug?™ Oliverio said. “Let's get
goingon it.”

the cauncil to move forward.
The form committee report is
an cxample of the delayed action.
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_‘READER SERVICE.PHONE LINES .

HOMELINE; 953-2020 : :
» Open houses and new developments in your area,
= Free real estate seminar information.

CLASSIFIED AFTER HOURS: 591-0900
» Place classified ads at your convenience.

CIRCULATION AFTER HOURS
__ OAKIAND COUNTY: 901-4716 WAYNE COUNTY: 591-0500
» Request subscriptions at your convenlence.

EVENTS LINE: 953-2005
» Current details regarding community events including dates, times and fees. |

AD SITTER
» Don‘t talk to strangers! Let us handle the callers. At your convenience,
call in to retrieve responses from your ad. 1t's convenlent, safe and free
;mh any pald classified ad, Respond to an ad: 953-2000; place an ad:

FAX LINE: 1-800-967-5904
» You can use a MastesCarde ot Visa®to access the following informa-
tion from our classified ads: -

» Item No. 9402: Looking for a place lo rent or someonc to share
an apartment with? Get a listing of our rental classifieds.
Available beginning October 6 by 6 p.m, and every
‘Wednesday thereafter at the same time. Cost: $5.95.

» Jtem No. 9700: Collectibles: Auction sales, Antiques crafts,
rummage sales, Cost: $5.95 -

« [tem No. 9800; Recreation: boats, motorcycles, campers, air-
planes, ctc. Cost: $5.95

* Item No. 9822 Vehicles: Used trucks, vans and all makes of .
automobiles. Cost: $39.95 , .

OXE ON-LINE
BIRMINGHAM AND SURROUNDING AREAS: 3014711
......... LIVONIA AND SURRQUNDING AREAS: 591-0903
» With a computer and modem you can log on to O&E On.Line, a com»
puter bulletin board service (BBS), Here's some of the (eatures you can

access: :

» Community events Including all areas covered by our paper
» Stock quotes that are updated daily.

* Associated Press news - local and national,
* Westcoast Music Review, an electronic music magazine,
. dwatch a guide t line inf services,

» PC Catalog allows you to shop on-line for all computer needs. - ™~

Sign on to OAE On-Line with or without our software, Software is avalle
able by mail for $5 or save yoursell the shipping costs by stopping by the
Observer & Eccentric® offices in Livonia or Blrmingham and pay $3. .

. BBS HOTLINE: 953-2266 . :
» Feel free to call us |f you need help signing on to O&E On-Line.
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