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Tourney tuneup

. ot pet L and g0, Kudas Shoukt £0 10 €0ach Dave Van \agoner for
+ petlng fhe Ctiets trus far. Rnal Salem stanas in the way of Northuiie.

+ Mikel's Leam es the tnonte at Bloomfeid Hits Lanser. A rare th to the:

anml Mlate ranked anc
" ¢hameeon Oakland

r. Gaodwrench has opened shop in Ob-

for area hoopers
serverlond, just in time for March Mad.

M ness.

How about a little dingnostic work, for starters,
from your certified auto mechanic? Open up the
hood, plense,

Anil speaking of starters, let’s rev up some high
sehool basketball information as the state boys
tournament unfolds (not to be confused with man-
ifuld) tenight,

I've put in some exhaurting hours handicapping
vach area team.

Let's go over the checklist before we turn the
Tgnition nnd give it a go. (Records are through Fri.
dlay).

OIL, LUBE & FILTER
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TUNE-UP
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Robwison et 1eamiwon't make 3 ditference.

FRONT-ERD ALIGNMENT
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Operation Friendship, Page 3C
Al Harrison column, Page 3C

ToughD: Ag-
gressive de-
fense like
that played
by Canton's
Tadarius
Rachal —
the foud on
Seott Menser
notwith-
standing —
put a erimp
11, into the
Farmington
offense and
muace the
aoing diffi-
eult for
Farming-
ton's
shuoters Fri-
day.

C.d. Ris,
ST Wi
Taduriuz Rachal proudly reminded
anyone stonding in the vicinity of the
Plymuuth Canton locker room that
whut happened Friday night — Can-
ton's 74-56 triumph over Farmington
in the Western Lakes Activities Asso.
cintion championship  basketball
;,umu at Northville — fulfilled his

08t ded

tar

Ler's
#70u, but b talent 1§ hete if they play togelher. Coch Denny

):
tres, s 130y

1ef0nat1s Rot out of Ihe question
WHEEL BALAKCING
Wayne Memorisl {15-5): Coach Chuck Henry has had 10 Change
1 SPARRIURS A fem tinies tis 30250, 1 ing Zepeas re fung o0 ail
Fhstons 1001 Detrod), Iney could chalienge Bellexie and Gienn. tayne
ne0ds 10 CONNCCE NOre On b consistent basrs om tne permeler.
Watet oul for freshman Losenzo Guess.
MUFFLERS & TAILPIPES

Livonls Franklin (10 m]; Ine P.m»ms we :abab‘e of i-vmﬁmt

Li of a year ago,
"1 tald you s0,” Rachal sk, *1 todd

In a struggle between relative strangers — at least in
terms of the Western Lakes Activities Association
basketball final — a mix of determination and defense
proved difficult to dislodge. Plymouth Canton had
both, parlaying them into a league title,

you on the last day of lost year we'd
win "

Rachal’s promise was filled with
something the Chiefs lacked vorly
this keason, when they lost four of
their first six games: confidence.
that they didn’t believe in t
selves, or in the pressure defense
umh Dave VanWagoner preached, or
in their ability to rulmuml with bigger
teams,

But it took o while for it all to

mesh, After their loss to Plymouth
Snlem in their WLAA opener, it did
— to the tune of 12 wink in their tast
14 games.

Furminglon's xeasan followed o dif-
ferent fow, The Faleons, normally a
team seratching to reach the break-
even mark, won seven of their first
cight. Their most lethal weapon:
quickness.

When two tenms built on speed
meet for l!w champlonship, some.
thing hax to give. It did.

“They're ton quick for us,
Falcon conch Denny Mikel, *
the bottom line,”

The end came eorly for Farmington

- in the first two quarters, when the
Fnlmms managed to make just 5-0f29

said
Thut's

SN LENII N STy

Farmington runner-up in WLAA

shots, Canton was in control, with o
37.21 ndvantage at the half.

Delense again paved the path to
victory* for the Chiefs. The Faleons
mm]lh could not. find many d
shots, and when they did, they
couldn't convert.

“We didn't shoat the balt well, but
they did a gmrd job of not letting us
shoot the ball,” Mikel said, *We got
o hole carly and never did get out
They're too good a team to get
that for down to. We have no exc
1 think the better team won todoy,

VanWagoner  ealled  Farmington

“one of the quicker teams we Ve
Then he smiled and added,
‘re the quickest team in the
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Marlins win another district title

By DaN O'MEARA
STAYF WHITER

[ B VOLLEYBALL

.
A little anxiety from a
anr of failure might have heen a good
for the Hills

aboul any
mamuclcnselumln:m"om wum;nu 1hot tug upset. A dangorous
‘because they £an fun the oot 3nd store.

trison (31-9): The Hawks d< nol make ihe Westen
11 betonged 1here anyway. Calvm Printt 18 3 formmiable

¥ ought.

{10-10)1 Anciner of winning the
wiie open Lahser distict. They have sue (Evan Efs and Scot Lowd)
And 3 CAPADK Rudtd i John PEandld runming Ine point. Lost to Glenn
1351 wech Dy 00ly 1w,

STRUTS ,

Redford Thurston {16-4): Jowwag the Mega Conterence’s Blue D
%400 N wONCers for IS 103, The Eagics have £njoyed o banner
$00500, but geLig through 1he Cays B aistnet ot Bloomfield Hits
Andover disteet (s eemote, Waring in ibe wings e Bumingnam.Detrod
Coutitry Oy, which lst Chnis Webbet 10 Gokgen State, but 3igned a
sensatonal tieshman named Shane Battier,

BRAKES (DRUM & DISC)

L {6-14): O or ol havea
snot of teachog the NOMhwio CisIRct final with 2 viciony loaght .
ARt a medocte Nov) 103 [Ine winaer plays Churetil). COch Jim
Alclotye 3nd ass:s1ant Tm Nnu\an nonever. wit have {0 each deep
Into 1hew bag of tcks 10 put that o
Livonla Chuschiil (8-14): Tne Chaliﬂt e dnping to by l lwnaalm

Iaclm

for Tomtang, B
st yet, &
aftensne cnnunmy anyearkong.
TRANSMISSION
(7-12): The P at Soulhhield

aganst rguably the state’s premat inside piiyet — Maunce Tapkr of
Delro Henty For0. The Michigan tignen 18 the Detrod Pudkc Scnool
League's best shot blocket sunce Teiry Tyler. If Taylor doesn't show up,
howoyer, RY s a chanca. .

Qarden City (B-15): Coach Greg Witkamson has & monummentsl (ash
ahead of tum torght aEonsI state-ranked Beticwiie, Ca0't we onng
1ne okd-Iimets hke Rick Dromitz, Dano Jackson, Haroki Siade. Jack
me to1each ttvs

Hayes
sreailesson?
SHOCKS
Luwnn High Westiand (9-11): The wmn won the West Dm-
wn ('wlﬂav qum nost Mmol{:‘qm) Chat lncmm. oha e

lemsmm RGOt preasune.

Rick Larton puk &
SIM’WNIMHMT Al l0ast we know., as Bo Schem.
Dechies o 144, "Ha's 2 Clirencevile man.” The kk of the draw
pisthe lm,-m gt Cathokc League playolf cham
51, Many's.
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D orsinct Kor the st
Wdependent Atrieiic Conarance
Chvestian. Chech out the newe gy, though.

Mercy valleyball team Saturday. -

The Marlins continued their sue-
cess jn district tournaments, but not
without some

be the bad dreams helped in that
sense because nobody got overconfis

dent.”
‘The Marling return to Berkley
High Schmﬂ for the regional tourna-
day and will play Plym-

carly in the championship match
againat host Berkley,

Maercy eventually won its fifth con.
secutive title and sixth in the last
seven years by defeating the Bears for
the second straight year, 16-14 and
16-11.

“Mynelf and three players had the
same nightmare the lnst two weeks,”
Merey coach Peggy Spengler soid.
“We dreamed we were going to beat
Southfield and (Detrolt) Henty Ford
and totally fall apart against Berkley.

“In both games, there was that in-
ner fear it could come true. But may-

nuth Salem in the semifinals,

Mercy whipped Southficld (156.0,
15-1) and Ford (15-6, 16-3) in its first
two matches and had to wait 1%
hours until the final while the Bears
disposed of Soulhﬁeld Lathrup in
three games.

The Marlins fell behind in both
games’ but eventunlly came alive to
win, and senior Christiane. Grant
played a key role in getting the Mercy
engine in gear each time.

With Berkley up 11-8 in the first,
Grant stopped the Bears with two
kills for sideout and started 8 Mercy

Vikings defeat Hawks
in tournament finale

BYBILL PARKE N
Stary Wirn 8

It was one of those volloyball
matches no one deserved to loas.

But, as Farmington Harrison coach
Ron Shortt put it: “Someonc had to,”

In one of the most competitive dia-
trict championship matches played at
Walled Lake Central in recent years,
the host Vikings overcame match
point on three occasions in the final
game Saturday to claim a 16-14, 11-
15, 16-14, victory over the Hawka,

Central, which hos - won three
straight district championships and
is 27-11 overall, playa Holly at 5:30
p.m. Friday In the opening game of
the regional tournament at Lakeland.

“That's a great volleyball team,”
said Viking coach Mike Lindstrom of
his opponent. “That was the beat fi.
nal we've ever had. We did the same

. thing with Harrlson last year, but it
* was in the spmifinals, It was almost
anticlimnctic after that.”

Shortt remembera the battle well.
“They beat us last year, too, but in
the semia,” he said. “That match also
went three games and they beat us
16-14 in the third. We've had some
great, great matches with Central."

Saturday's meeting was no excep-
tion, particularly the last of the three

championship matches,

The game was tied eight times and .

neltlzer team led by more than thres
points. Harrison sppeared to be in
the driver’s seat at 14-11 following
three service points by senior
Perkins — the third on & block kill by
senior Amanda Ault — but the Vik-
inga realized they hadn’t come this
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rally with another. Her kilt in the sec-
ond tied the score after Berkley
jumped oulnheml 5.1,

“T wasn't plnylngan well as [ usual-
Iy do at first," Grant said, "I was ner-
vaus, basically. I got one hit and snid

can do this’ and went after it. 1
amrted feeling the edrenatine and
getting inté match,

“When the team starts atruggling, 1
know I have to do something to help
and get the momentum going."

Grant wnsn't alone in providing key
hits, Senior Jill Higgins, sophomores
Jamesen Emerson ond Ebony Lan.
drum and junlor Mitzi Ruddock also
took their turns,

Spengler had made changes to get
more production from her outside
hitters, bringing Landrum up from
the junior varsity to play the middle
and moving Emerson to the outside.

“All three of our outside hitters
came forward, and that is great be-

cuuse we needed that,” Spengler said.
“We alwoys count on Christiane in
the first three rotations to put ball
away, She had two great gomes | hefore
this, hut she hod a hard time in this
match,

“The pussing picked up (in each
game) and it only takes one or two
really good hits to get this team roll-
ing. If somcone clse is clolnu well, it
seems to boost cveryone’s confi-
dence,”

Sophomore sctter Heather Grieg,
who followed Grant’s kill with four
aces ‘to give Mercy a 13-11 lead in the
first game, placed the ball for the
hitters and was the unsung hero.

“We've been struggling, trying to
make all of this work,” Spengler said.
It started to Maw and Heather had a
lot to do with that. It all came togeth-
er ot the right time.”
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mm Erika Greene keeps the ball alwefor Harrison
in district play Saturday. '
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