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New Meadow Brook pact to bring changes

By CumistiNa Fuoco
STAFF WhirhRt

With the recent acqulsition of
Oaklond  University’s  Meadow
Brook Music Festival, the Au-
burn Hillg-based Arena Associ-
ates now stands to be more com

Ine., which books shows into and
runs Detrolt's Fox Theatre, Joe
Louls Arens and Cobo Arcna,
“chose not te renew their contract
under the existing conditions of
the ogreement,” said Poul Bis-
sonnette, Oakland  Unlversity's

petitive in the alrendy ded
Dutroit music market,

President Thomas  Wilson
doesn’t see Meodow Brook and
his compony’s two other proper-
ties, The Polace of Auburn Hills
and Pine Knab Music Thentre, as
competing with cach other, how-
ever,

“Although  Pine Knolr and
Mendow Brook are outdoor am-
phitheaters operating during the
Xame season, we see o complimen.
tary — not o competitive — situa-
tion," Wilsen sald.

“With the increased popularity
of outdoor tours during the sum-
mer months, having two facilities
gives us the fexibility to provide
the appropeinte gize facility for o
show ax well as offer more enter.
tainment during the time of year
prople want to enjoy the Michi.
gan outdoors,”

The move will allow the organi-
zation to develop a varlety of nets,
he suid, At a 7.500-seat copacity,
the woudsy Meadow Brook stands
nearly half the size of Pine Knob
and o third of The Palace’s seat-
ing.

The university’s hoard of trus-
teex voted Thursdoy, March 3, to
approve the ization's bid to

vice Ident for finance and ad-
ministration,

Brosk Ring and Olympia
Arenas, who had run the venue
since 1922, refused (o comment
referring all enll to Oakland Uni-
versity officials.

Other business

University President  Sandra
Packard said every attempt was
made to hummer oul an ogree-
ment with  the  Livonio-hased
Brass Ring and Detroit’s Olympin
Arcnas,

“We have gone out of our way
to get them to stay on, but they
had ather business decisions that
they had to moke,” Packord told
the trustees ot s meeting,

The move will allow Arcnn Ase
sociates more leverage in hooking
shows, Wilsen said.

“1t will be fun because, first of
all, it’s & wonderful place to wateh
xhows. 1t's a great niche for us he-
cause we can o to artists or mon-
agers and sort of say, ‘In this
stoge of your artist development
where do yau see them playing, o
smoll amphitheater . . . or a hig-
ger amphitheates?' ™

Arena Associotes will be re-

ible for all event bookings,

operate andd  manage  Meadow
Brook leginning this summer,
Formoer managers Brass Ring Pro-
ductions und  Olympin  Arenas

marketing, group sales, public re-
lations, porking, security and
ground maintenanee for the festi-
val.

Turnaround

Before Brass Ring and Olympln
Arenas begon operating the ven-
ues in 1992, Mendow Brook had
buen operating on a $1.5 million
deficit. Meadow Brook has been
on the upswing finoncially since
then; however, Inast year longtime
ruminer tenants the Detroit Sym-
phony Orchestra moved ita shows
to Greenficld Village in Dearborn,

Despite that, Arena Ansocintes’
Wilson salid with Meadow Brook
he hopes to dupliente the success
he has had with The Palace and
Pine Knoh,

Since its opening'in 1988, The
Palace has been voted “Arena of
the Year™ hy Performance mogas
zine nnd twice by Pollstor maga-
zine, The group ook over Pine
Knub 3% years ago, put $12 mil.

tion, We're coming in so late that
it's nlmost impossible to do any-
thing else,” Wilson said,

When his organization beging
the planning of major renova-
tions, Wilson saic! they ore going
to consider the problems that
ticket-holders once encountered
with Pine Knob.

“We're going to address the
things that were of o concern to
people when we took over Pinc
Knoh, You coukdn’t get there, you
couldn't get out, you couldn’t go
ta the bathroom, you couldn’t cat.
Other than that, it was ‘nice
show." ™

Programming mix .
One thing that will remain is

the type of acts that are booked
into Meadow Brook which has
ranged  from  planist/camposer
Marvin Hamlisch to British pep
star Moreissey.

“We foresce keeping mony of
the traditional types of shows
that have become Mendow Brook
stoples — children’s shows, jazz,
classical concerts, rock '’ roll re-
views and cutting edge-type new
music — but we certainly won't
timit curselves strictly to what
hos warked in the past,” said Jim
McCue, director of events for The
Palace and Pine Knob,

Not cveryone is thrilled about
the tronsaction, however. Em-
ployees of Meadow Brook, who
Lelong to the Theatrical Stage
Employees’ Local 38, are con-
cerned that the ogreement will

leave them out in the cold, The
Palace and Pine Knob have been
subject to proteats because Arena’
Associates’ established them ag
non-unlon venues.

“The Palace and Pine Knob are
nonh-unlon organizations. It's our
feeling that we're going to be lelt
lehind,” said Tim McGee, busi.
ness representative for Meadaw
Brook Music Festival employecs,
at the Board of Trustees meeting,

*We hope that the 30 years of
foyalty that our people have
shown to Oakland University , . .
will be taken into cunsideration.” .

Arenn Assoclates hax not yet
made a decision about the future
of Meadow Brook’s employees,
Although Wilson did say that he
hopes to offer employment to
Qakland University stutlents,

liom in ¥ into the
amphitheater, It has become the
nation's  highest  grossing and
mast attendded amphithenter,

“We will put improvemunts
inta it anul progeam it and baok [t
and breathe u lot of life back into
i like we did up north,” he said,
compnring Meadow Brook to Pine
Knaln

Concert-goers will not see oo
many major improvements this
huwever. Becouse Arenn As-
» got invalved so close to
uer season, the chonges
sthetie, he xaid,

*This year it will mostly be
petic things that we would do
with londscaping. Hopefully we
can improve the eoncession situn.
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Are you planning
for retirement?
Receiving a lump-sum
distribution?

New legislation can cut your
retirement payout by 20%.

Undler new legislation, if you leave your company, your
employer could be required to take a tax withholding of
20¢% from the money you're gettlng from & lump-sum distri-
bution, PaincWehber can show you an easy way to keep
your payout intact. You'll also learn:

* tlow to interpret the paperwork neeessary to request
your distribution.

How to work within the new tax legislation to minimize
your tax lability.

How to Invest your distribution to maximize your inconte
and presenve Your principal for the rest of your life.

Join us at one of our frec seminars.

Dearborn
Tiyatt Regeney
Wednesday, March 16

© o T00-9:00 PM

oy
MSU Management Center
Tuesday, March 15
7:00-9:00 PM

_ Livomia
Livonin Civic Center
Tuesday, March 22
7:00-9:00 PM

Speakers:

Gary W, Jbara
Sr, Vice President-Investments
PaineiVel

Mark J. Rogers
Sr, Viee President=Investiments
PaincWebber

For reservations call Lynn Richic at
(800) 533-1407 or (810) 737-5467.

We invest in relationships?

32300 Northwestern Highway, Sulte 150
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Last yoar, The Satvation Army
provided 2,748,084 days of care
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Join us...

for a very Special
PRECIOUS MOMENTS

Event...

GENNA'S

This may be your apportunity to obtain the Limited
Edition Figurine ... "MEMORIES ARE MADE OF
TIS". Suggested Retail Price $30.00. This delightful
figurine was designed by Sam butcher exclusively for
1994 Special Events, QUANTITIES ARE LIMITED!!

«See our PRECIOUS MOMENTS Display.
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w « Learn the latest Infarmation about the [l
] PRECIOUS MOMENTS Collectlon, %
% « Bring a friend and share your enjoyment of The >
fél PRECIOUS MOMENTS Collection! @
+ Enter drawing for Precious Moments
15th Anniversary Commemorative Figurine, o
w0 valued at $100.00. =
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