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Ultra-feminist

continues fight

/owl According to that model citizen, the
'virtuous, document-shredding Oliver
Narth, P've been promoted to Ultra-Fomi-
_nist, It's ultrn all the way since Col. Ollie revealed

" that “an arrogant army of ultra-feminiats opposed

to traditional values has captured the political
process.”
Ultra, the darling of the advertising world! Ul-
) tra tooth ltra gasaline!

tra

Can wa infer from that ultra-feminiats make life
cleaner and brighter than do garden variety ones?
Given the small number of women in the United
States who occupy positions of power, ane wonders
if an inability to do simple arithmetic led the
colone! to his carcer as super patriot. The figures
are plain cnough: six women members out of 100 in
the U.S. Senate, 48 women members out of 435 in
the U.S. House, three women out of 38 in the
Michigan Senate and 25 women out of 110 in the
Michigan House. This is an

Tho term “feminism® and the cause it embraces
have been sullied by the mud-slinging of Col.
North. Still, according to the American Enterprise
Institute, a conservative think tank, one-third of
American women identify themselves as feminista.
Additionally, whether claiming the feminiat label
or not, uarters of them support cfforts to
“strengthen and change women's atatus in society,”
a basic tenet of the feminist agendn,

This assessment is similar to the one found by
the Ms, Foundation for Women and the Center for
Policy Alternatives in their Women's Voices Pro-
ject. They combined resources in 1992 to discover
priorities of women.

Seventy percent of the women interviewed stat-
ed thejr lives were better today than 25 years agoe,
and many credited the women's movement with
that accomplishment. A similar number thought
their lives would be better still if half the leaders in
the United States were women, Disdaining politi-
cal rhetoric about “family values,” they were look-
ing for leaders who “valued families.”

The mere presence of women in Congress has in-
creased that body’s sensitivity to family issues. Re-
cent passage of the Family and Medical Leave Act,
which languished for years, and the Violence
Against Women Act, currently in canference com-
mittee, can attest to that fact. Increaged funding for
family planning, maternal and child health, breast
and ceryical eancer screening, and Head Start are
further examples of congressional concern.

‘The Voices Project participants also listed many
problems which confronted them in their dunl roles
in the home and in the workplace, such as job and
wage ins es, difficulty in balancing job and home
responaibilities, and worries about health care.

When asked to name the No, 1 problem in their
individual lives, the women chose low pay, 70 cents
on the dollar to men. Combining family and job du-
ties ran a close second. Almost all of the women
worry about finances, making their rent or mort-
gage payments, the possible job loss of a family
member, or becoming the sole support of their fam-
ilies. Because their financial worries are so acute,
78 percent of them favor pay equity legislation,
with 31 percent of them giving it top priority.

Caoupled with worry about finances is concern
about rising health care coats, Eighty-six percent of
the women support a national universal health
care with d health §
for all, regardless of ability to pay.

Working schedules are another area of concern,
with women expressing a desire for flexible work
hours, or flex time. Given a choice, many full-time
workers chose flexible haurs over other benefits, in.
cluding higher poy. Income was a factor here, how-
ever, with low-income women opting for pay from
necessity, and higher-income ones selecting flexible
sachedules,

Other concorna voiced by the women include
Jjob discrimination, espectally severe among
women of color; sexual harassment, with 81 per-
cont considering it a problem; and child care. As

d ger, better ed d women cone
. sider reproductive freedom with accesa to abor-
tion a priority, with 53 percent of the women
i iewed thinking it should bo d by

" conatitutional amendment.

As determined by tho research, women have a
firm agenda, centered around equal pay, flexible
work schedules, and health care, They want an end

job diserimination and sexual b and

to,
they want quality child eare and guaranteed repro-
ductive rights, They want the government to take
action on all of these issues,

Locally, the Michigan Women's Assembly, a
coalition of women'a organizations, vmrk.[u at th
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Her way

Kevorkian supporter has death plan
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' Whon Dawn Hagethithn wag 10

. yenrs old, ahe was told she had dia-

betes. The young girl watched two of
* her hospital buddies die tormonted
., deaths; one was in so much pain it

 huirt bar to have a aheeton her body:

: AFarmington Hills woman, who knows what it

.. feels like to face death, fights to legalize

7 ed suicide, She started the Friendsof Jack | * *

. Kevorkian organization by accident,after = ~ ~
planning a rally against Eevorkian opponents.

assist-

Haselhuhn, 34, sold sho started

to think about her own death at .

that young age.

Y[ saw thoso girla i.ri bed with.

tubes,” sho said. “They couldn’t
move, At 10 years old, I said I
would not die that way.” N

Complicati from

dinkaten

with her eyen and kid:

have caused nerve damage to the
point whare aho can't feol her fest.’
Sores that would be elight nicks to
mosat poople refuse to heal. They
mark her handa and other parts of
her body. She also has problems
noys.

- Haselhuhn foars, too, that soon
she will be immune to a strong an-
tiblotic she takes,. ©. 7. .~ . :

-“And then, what?” she sald, not

"expecting nn answer. .
“Dinbetes rota your body from -

the inside out,” the Farmington

- Hills woman sald, “When it’s timo
" for my death, T know it. .- P :

.. *T do not need Jack Kevorkian,

because I know what I'm doing,” -

ghe eaid, adding that some peopls
“are eo ill thoy are physically un
able to tako their own livea, * " |
“It's my life and it's my death,

anid Haselhuhn, She belleves in.,'\.

God and attends o Methadist
church, which she said is sympe
thotic to assisted suicide,

Accidental beginnings
1t’a those types of feelings that
‘gave birth to Friends of Ja

Soo SUPPONTER,

Attic treasures cou

Sharpon your pencila and blow the dust off
those old albums,

Farmington Histerical Society members are
planning the 11th annun! Lee S, Peel Historical re-
search writing contest to encourage original re-
search of Farmington and Farmington Hills history,

Submissions moy be entered until April 13,

grasa roota level and with the Mich
o promote the ngenda made vizible by the
‘Women's Voices Praji

Ollie, there is an army out there, an army of
American women determined to participate in the
political process and to wrest from society the
equality that has so lang eluded them!

Anyone d in Farmington-area history
may enter. Submissions should be the original
waork of the author and will be divided into the
following categories: first through filth grades;
sixth through cighth grades; ninth through 12th
gradea, ns well as college students and adults,
Audiotapes, videotapes, 35 millimeter alides,

terviews, family diurle; or lettors, or old pho-
o paintings and sketck

‘As much as possible, source material should be
y e era p d in the entry. *

Entrics consisting primarily of visual materi:
should clearly describe the origin of the material
and should include captions. All entries should
also include the full mailing addresa and phone :
number of the author.

Some suggested topics include: street and.

Id win history contest

of World War I, World War 11 and other wars, or
various housing developmenta and family history
are welcome,

A bibliography of source material should ac-
company the entry. For additionnl contest entry
toplc ideas, contact Lea Peel, 33436 Shiawassee,
Farmington 48336 ar call him nt 476-2073,

Entries should be mailed to Lee S. Pee! Histor
ical Rescarch Writing Contest, 33309 Shiawassee,
Fnrﬂ}lnm.n‘n 48336 na later than April 13. Accom-

place names; dalry and cheese { flour
and lumber mills; farming; merchants and town
center devclopment; English and German settle-
ments; schools and churches; Indian history

P hs and artifacts will be re-
turned if requested.
Prizes include $100, $50 and four $25 prizes to
“best in age” categories, Honorable mention

photographa ar toxts of any length that are neatly | trails; as well as materin] describing daily living | prizes of $10 each may be awarded,
Marian McCracken, a retired Farmington written, printed or typed are acceptable, Audio-, | habita and lifestyles of earlier times in the Farm- Judging will be based on hiatoricnl interest,
r and 39-year resident of Farmington, is past tape or videotapo entriea require o aynopais suit- | ingtonarea, originality, quality and age category.
ident of Michigan National ization of able for publicati: ,  Caontemporary history is also wel Stories .
Wornen and the national NO! Sources may include 1] llectd in. |'and llectiona of living through or being a part See IRSTORY, 2C
[ i
Y | § y r P



