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The following article is the second in a serica
un 'the Oakland County Probate Court that
rules over many important aspecta of people’s
lives, from ing juvenile deli to

Another case that day involved a tecnage
girl who petitioned the court to be relensed
from Fairlawn Center, on adjunct to Clinton
Valley for minors.

Fairlown staff  psychintrist  Kohkoshan
Chowdhri testificd the girl hears her teddy

umnu"nn_ name changes and guardianships to
committing people ta state hospitals,
i

Once every four weeks cach Oukland Coun-
ty Probate Court judge is scheduled to commit
mentally-ill people to the Clinton Valley Cen-
teristate mental hospital,

That may seem an enormous burden to bear
for:the judges, shipping folks off to a mental
institution, but most cases clearly require
puychiatric core of some sort, soid Judge Eu.
gene Arthur Moore, Moore presided over men-
tal health hearings last month.,

Generally, people are orderd before a pro-
hute judge because a family member or friend
has fited a petition with the court to have the
person in question committed. Occasivnally
the police file the petition.

-Thik was the case Feb, 28, when Pontine
police officer Ed Ketzler testified in the cane
of @ Pantiac woman,

Ketaler responded Feb, 19 to n eivi) dispute
nt ‘the women's house, “She was loud,” he
wnidl, “She said her name was United Nations.
She snid she wanted to make a citizens arrest
of inyself und my partner.”

Furthermore, the woman tried to telephone
Selfridge Air National Guard Base to call in
s air strike on the police officers, Ketzler
sniil, “She threw the phone at my partoer and

bears speaking, “She hears the voices coming
from the teddy bears to hurt herself, to kil
hersell. Most of the time (what the teddy
hears soy) is refoted to her sell eateem, that
she fsn't goud lovking (and) 38 0 bad person.”

The defense attorney asked Chuwdhel if the
teddy bears say anything positive to the girl.
Very little, was the answer.

lization of
"k parents.
ood luck to

Moore ordered continued hos
the girl, then bid goadhye'to th
“Thank you both,” he said. *
you,”

1n a private interview, Moure snid “the most
pitiful thing to me” is that in most cases the
families don't show up at mental health hear-
ings. With physical allments, it seems, people
willingly support the injured party, Moore
xoid, Family and friends tend to eschew men-
tolly ill people.

A third ense invalved o woman who stubbed
her neighbor and has heen a patient at Clin-
ton Valley since 1979, Stafl psychintrist Dom-
ingo Enriquez testified the woman has parn-
noid schizaphrenia and “thinks the stofl of
the hospital goes to her house und goes
through her elothes. She thinks someone ree
moves thoughts from her head with o word
prucm:ur."

tried to buen him with a cig he ran
actoss the front lawn screaming at me ond
Jumped on me.”

Muoure sent the woman to Clinton Valley for
up to 60 days followed by 30 days of vut-pa-
ticnt care,

F . Enriquez snid, “She  says
there's nothing weong with her und she's
rendy to live independently, Alt she needs to
do is drink Diet Cherry Coke” in lieu of medic
cation,

Moaore asked the hospital to see where else

Judges send folks to Clinton Valley

this woman might be ploced, pethaps in an
adult foster care home.

Although it might seem the probate judges
are engaged in arbitrarily committing people
to mental hospitals, they must follow speclfic
guidelines,

For people who appear in probate court for
the first time, judges must limit their commit-
ment order to 60 dnys in a mental howpital,
The sccoml time an individual comes before
the judge he or she moy get 90 doys, The third
time a judge can order an indefinite stoy In
Clinton Volley, subject to review every six
months,

Muoaore ents that “some of the people we
see hove heen here 10 or 16 times.” He lays
the blame for that on “very poos support
services in Oakland County. The real need i
ta provide better after-care.”

Maore heard six cases on Feb. 28, each re-
sulting in a Clinton Vulley or Fairlawn stay,
The county was represented hy corporation
counsel attorney John Ross, Court appointed
attorneys represented all of the mentally ill
peaple, which is commun ux most of them
come from Jow-income fumilies, Moore said.

Muare, 58, has heen Jistening to these sto.
ries and rendering decisions for 26 yeors un
the Onkland County Probate Court.,

With ahout 5,000 cases per judge per year,
the coust is one of the busiest of its kind in
the country.

In addition ta their mental health duties,
the probate judges — Moore, Barry Grant,
Joan Young and chief judge Sandra Silver —
preside over guardianship, conservatorship
anmt name-change requ

The judges also hear cases involving minors
who commit crimes, which will be the suliject
of the next installment of this series un the
prrobate court,
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Choose Detroit’s
clearest
cellular reception.

eritech

Now get up to 2,500 free minutes.

Once again, Ameritech clearly comes through with the best call quality and
the best deal going. A recent independent study proved that Ameritech gives
you significantly quieter calls than Cellular One in Detroit. That means, when
you put the receiver to your ear, there's less static and background noise.
And now there's no better time to go with Ameritech. Sign up today and you'll
get up to 2,500 minutes absolutely free* That'sa savings of up fo $623
for the clearest, quictest cellular service in town, So call Ameritech today!

eritech

f ‘Call 1-800-MOBILE-1

today.
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AVAHABLE ONLY AT
YOUR AMERITECH DEALER.
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An invitation ta. ..
WEST BLOOM

Saturday, March 19, 1994 |
0a.m.-5 gm.
;West Bloomficld H: Eh Schoot
4925 Orchard
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36%-44%

ONLY 9 LEFT ...
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30 Year WARRANTY - 7’ deep
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FLOOR MODELS REDUCED

*760:.°900

SIZE REG.| SALE | S1ZE REG.| SALE
24' Round  |$1652 | $1073 | 32'x16’ Oval | 52586 | $1680
24'x16' Oval | 1900 | 1235 | 34'x18' Oval | 3034] 1972
28'x16' Oval | 2262 | 1470 | 38'x18' Oval | 3420| 2223
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150,000 BTU W/TOP

f N
A VALUABLE COUPON

8’POOL

Package

INCLUDES: FILTER » LADDER
SKIMMER « VACUUM « TEST KIT

*899

15’ Package *799

an

+ Winter Covers « Solar Covers + Ladders « Filters
Vacuums « Above Ground Automatic Pool Cleaners » Pump
« Solar Rollers » Lounge Chairs « Filter Sand + Fountains

of: C + Tays »

$100
10%

$200
15%

$300
20%

$400
25%

$500
30%

Explres 3/31/64 RO EX

HOURS: DAILY 11-7
SAT. 11-3 « SUN. 12-3

ASK YOUR NEIGHBORS ABOUT US'"

EPTIONSI

48270 Van Dyke

1965 ™2

2750 W, 12 Mile Rd.
Berkiey




