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Children’s book features
arctic dogsled adventure

KIANA'S IDITAROD
Shelley Gill
tllustrated by Shannen Cart.

wright
55 poges incl, illustrations, $9,95

S———— Dags with red
‘ cﬂ'ﬂo%“é booties, solar-
heated  polar

hears, and o dog.
yord cat, These
are the charnc-
ters that inhabit
the literary world
of Shelley Gill.
One-time  news-
paper reporter
and author of 10
children's hooks,
Gill lives and
waorks in Homer,

ESTHER
LITTMANN

[ttt

Alusko.

The wsuthor’s first and best.
known work is Kiana's Iditored,
This colorful picture book i
based on Gill's personnl experi-
ences as one of the first women to
complete the grueling 1,049-mile
dog-sled race from Anchorage to
Nome, Named after a trail used
durihg the gold rush of the early
1900, the Iditarod has been an
snnual event in March for the
past 22 years,

Gill targets her tale to children
from G-8 years olil. Before the sto-
rv begins, however, a preface
meant for mare mature renders
deseribes the preparations for the
tace, For example, training hegins
in October with trips of up to BO
miles per day to toughen both
driver and dog.

To give his or her huskies the
edge, cach musher concaets o se-
cret-recipe that calls for varying
ampunts of beel, beaver, mouse
and fish. Shortly before the Idi-
tarod begins, burlap bags are
stuffed with hoaties nnd batteries,
candy bars and canine foud to be
dtropperd at the 26 checkpuoints the
teams will pasg along the way.
TAs a teacher of literature, 1

thymed narrative.
: “The birch dipped icy
spears of light to dance upon the
scene.” And there is verse that
éaptures the momentum of the
race:

t Four hours on, four hours off.

W Shortly before the Iditarod begins, burlap
hags are stuffed with bootles and hatteries,
candy bars and canine food to be dropped at
the 28 checkpolnts the toams wlil pass along

the way.

Reat when the sun is high.
Eat, then sleep, then hit the
trail, or faster teams pass you by.

Gill also §

gentle sense of humor.

The Wlustrator, Shannon Cart-
wright, Is a graduote of the Uni-
versity of Michigon Art Scheol.
Accarding to her father, Chuck

when she depicts the hazards in-
herent in the competition: the bit~
ter cold, the encounter with wild
animals, the danger of getting lost
in a snawstorm. As Marion Rafal,
Yibrarion at Bloomficld Township
Library, says, today's children'’s
buoks “do not talk down to kids,
They trent children with more re.
spect than books used to do.”

This reviewer certainly enjoyed
Kianna's Iditarod, but then, I'm a
grown-up, The book wasn't writ-
ten for the likes of me. For genu-
ine feedbock, 1 knew 1 needed
xome help, So [ turned to the ex-
perts — the secand.graders in
Linda Shapiro's class at Hickory
Grove School in Bloumfickl
Township,

Seatedl an the foor in a semi-
circle before me, students listened
raptly to the epic tale. When
asked which ports of the story
they enjoyed the most, eoger
hands shot up with a variety of
responses,

“The woll part,” cried one
soung fellow,

“The dogs sleeping vn top aof
their little houses,” offered a girl
with n smile.

“Kinnn and the other lead dog
growling ut cach other,” and “the
| to drive the moose

Cartwright, o Birmingham resi-
dent, his daughter was inspired to
move to Alsskn by her grand.
mother, who seeved as o public-
health nurse when the 49th state
was still a territory. The artist
now Jives in a remote arco of Alas-
ka with her dog, Cirrus. Transpor-
tation to her home involves a five
to six mile hike from the train
track.

Gill and Caftwright have col-
laborated on a number of hooks,
including Mammoth Magic
(1984), Alasko's Three Bears
{1990), anid Danger, The Dog-
Yord Cat (1989), The latter is co-
suthored with Libby Riddies, the
first woman to win the Iditarad.
Prancing ncross its pages Is o
serappy “break-ollthe rules™ cat

who teads a tenm of huskies to Id.

itarod victory,

When 1 osked the second
graders ot Hickory Grove School
i they would ever like to ride on a
dog sled, a chorus of voices an-
swered “Yes!" Then one young.
ster quickly added . . . “but not
for o thousand miles!

Perhaps xome of us can learn
more about the Iditarod from
Shelley Gill in person. She will
give a presentation at 11 a.m. Sat.
urdlay at the Rochester children’s
b Halfway Down  the

I nx exciting

eght up in the sto-

3 one second-grader
unnounced, *1 Tiked it when they
crossed the finish line”

Stairs.

Esther Littmann, @ Bloomficld
Township resident, is a lecturer in
English and German at Lawrence
P of Tech

One of the children
that she really loved the illustra-
tivns, Her opinion was shared by
the rext of the class. Drawn in vi-
brant colors, with great warmth
and realistic detail, the pictures
revenl o love for animals ond a

In: ac.
manth, she reviews books by locat
authors and by authors making
appearances at local boolk stores,
To comment, call 953-2047, mail-
box 1893 frum a Touch-Tone
phone.
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PLEASE, GIVETO “FURNITURE, FOR
FAMILIES? APRIL 11 THROUGH APRIL .

5 From April 11 - 30, St Vincent DePaul and Workbench Fumiture

N are co-sponsoring “Fumiture For Families™ — a special three

i woek drive to collect used furniture for famllles in need.

1 Makingadonaton Is essy. Justcall St Vincont DePaul at

. 3) 567-1910 during the weekday to arange for a pick-up
S myourhomor?me-.mmomﬂommmmm.

Py By participating In “Fumiture For Families,” you can eam a

b y¢!lsmu.|mat|ny Michigan Workbench Fumiture stoce.

5 Call 18/ for detalls.
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- Plus section of the Yellow Pages phone book.
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Custom Connect

Classifieds

The New Voice in
Classified Advertising

New Custom Connect Classifieds extend the range and
power of the traditional print ad with voice Classified Service
PLUS extended customer access through the Ameritech Pages

Custom Connect
Classifieds Feature:

Provide 24-Hour Access and Promote
Security, screen responses at your Employment,
and leave or Vehides/Boats and
further Instructions. There is no need to Accessories for Sale and Real
release your name, phone number or Estate dlassifieds with addi-

business address. tional categories on the way.
- N4

With Custom Connect Classifieds all types of businesses can
screen responses faster, at a reduced overhead. You won't tie up
phones or valuable personnel waiting for customers to answer
your classified ads.

Advertise in one newspaper, but
reach potential customers through-
out the network. :

Target markets
and respondents,

Custom Conncct Classificd Directory

Rcal €state Vehicles/Boats £7 Nisson
6150 Commercial sale & RAccessorics 28 Toyota
6151 5,0"50""‘["‘"'“5/ 6163 Antique/Clossic cors 29 Volkswogen
6152 Houses far sole oreaf forsale  €mploy
.wheel dri
6153 Houses for sale/ :::Z ? ) :e dx’isnvu“s 6175 Domestic
Woaterfront mported/Sports cars 6176 Genero!
6154 Income property 6167 Motorcycles 6177 MedicaliDentol
6155 Industriol property 6::3 5"""‘5 6178 Office/Clerical
6156 Lots/Acreoge 6169 Voas 6180 Situations wonted
6157 Mobile homes 6170 Vehicles wanted
6158 Out of town property 0171 PPl Options
6159 Reol cstate wanted 6172 Dockage/Storage i )
6160 Resort loke property/ 6173 Ports & Accessories Whits You Liston
Cottages 6174 Recreational vehicles o
6162 fentals : ho 10,00 back to
" o, he When asked, entor d F’“’;’:’”S’s ’;"""9‘
on asked, entor i the appropriote two
appropriats two digit digit codo for 090 for "”m"’:c
code for county: automobile make: Pross 6
21 Uvingston 21 Chryslor To leave o voico
22 Macomb 22 Ford moil message
23 Monros 23 Generol Motors P"’T“’:ch" *
24 Ockland 24 €ogle Informoton on
25 Woyne 25 Geo alf items within
26 Other countics 26 Honda the cotegory
—To Place Advertising —] —To Respond To Advertising
1, Uhen pou plce a dassdied od for Reol €stote, .
Gmplovm‘;;: ‘;r( VIhI:I-:\(ﬂun‘:ld ::I(I“‘(lhc
ors et om
s Cononacn, (2 o sppeer ot e snd el | | Call (810) 433-4800, and enter
B e i, B340 9 | | the oppropriate four digit
2. foy oon uth o toudvtons o thezsbent the codes when prompted. Lsten
po i e o an oo s | [ to the easy-to-follow prompts
. m “W‘:"“”“‘" st | | which wili enable you to select
e e o o woven S o | | @Overtisements * bosed on
ey e o it v | | country, - city, vehicle size,
vour privocy Wil ba protected. pricing, home features, etc..
The Obeorvar & Gamalrie Mowapepers ot aumahed A4 od- IR, .

et 1) sov.ov00] L o10) a3-40m
CALL (810) 6441070 .
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