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Judge on stage: Muakhing
good on a campaign
promise, Judge Marla Par-
ker of the 47th District
Court moved the court to a
local high school for a day.

North Farmington students get

By Larry O'CoNNoR

Stur Wik
amething toled students fil-
ing into the North Farm-

s inglon  High  auditorium

this wouldn't be the busic, doze.
through-it assembly,

“Jasun,” hoarked o teacher at
the door, “Spit it aut. No gum, no
hats.”

The ping from the wad of gum
hitting n waste con, along with
the rap of the gavel, let the weens
know cuurt wos in session,

Judge Muorly Parker convened
47th District Court March 10 by
fure o paeked auditorium of curi-
vus students. This is the renl
thing, which means talking is es-
chewed along with gum chewing

and hat wea
loak like North

“This moy
Farmington High Schaal,” Parker
said from o makeshift beneh atop
2, “But for our purposes,

h District Court.”
learned the functi

M ‘This may look like
North Farmington High
School. But for our
purposes, this is 47th
District Court.’

Judge Marla Parker

and Fanington high schoals,

A few students doodled in note-
Dhooks; o eouple rubbed their eyes
anl yowned. But most were rivets
«d o the proveedings, which in-
cluded a good number of drink.
ing-and- J; cas

One E to Parker
prior to his sentencing. He told
how he came home and found it
wus in dire need of repair, He had
four beers before driving out to get
a purt,

“I'd like to apolog
court and to the stu

inking and

ize to the

of o district court, and ity clerks

antl a court reporters, From there,

they watched as two men were
13 Srunk

n sep
driving offenses amil later heard
testimony during 1 preliminary
examination of 8 felonious assault
case,

The purpose was to hring the
court to students ruther than have
them try to visit the smaller con-
fines of the 47th District cham-
bers,  Similar programs  are
planned in the fall at Harrison

Abrief word: Students Nicole Berrong and Kelly Jones

suspended all but three
days of his 90-day sentence in
Ouklund County Jail, provided he
attend an outpatient program, He
also had to puy more thun $1,000
in fines,

Another mon, a four-time of.
fender, received n 90-day sentence
but has to serve 30 do He wis
told to attend an intensive outpa-
tient program, o Mothers Againat
Driving Drunk Impact Panel, and
Aleoholics Anenymous mectings

twice o week, Parker stipulated
the man take the drug An-
wbuse, w mukes people ill
swhen they drink aleohol,

She also had a stern lecture,

“People you senre 3
Parker sa re lucky you're
net dead, You're Jucky you ha.
ven't killed someone in the pro-
vess,”

The schoul bell interrupted wes-
timony in a preliminary examina.
tion, but by then, the message al.
ready rang home,

Tt gets it acrass o students
ahout drunk driving and other
things,” snied sophomore Jenney
Dysinger.

Added

senior Subar Oz "l

think it's much more dramatic
aeeing it live thun on Court TV, |
think it . .
home,  expie

with th
!

drove the message
lly with the pguy
ruld dough-

e onstage di
wuting in front of a packed sudito-
rium of high schaolers,

v Christopher M, Am.
esetiting one of the
ng defendants, hl
been in o similur setting in
dale. He he doesn’t believe
the circumstances affect the out.
XY v -

Attorne,
Drose, re
drunkénd

-

“The judge is real fu
brose said. “Just bee
front of GO0 studen he's not
going to make any exumple of a
defendant.”

ceedings at North Farmington.

talk briefly during court pro-
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sentenced:

day in court .

looks on as .

Pendley, is.”
sentenced. .

Court
in

session:

Courtforaday: The auditorium stage at North Farmington became the 47th District
Court for a day.

“Now we can own a home and choose
the services we want”

Now you can own a home or rent an apartment in a beautiful, wooded setting
with easy access to our award-winning health care center. s

At Botsford Commons, you can relax because we take care
of your home and lawn maintenance and other routine needs.
Our active, secure community offers cultural, educational and
recreational activities, walking trails, an exercise center
with a pool, a restaurant, a loungg, a library, a billiard L 5
room, beauty/batber service, a gift shop, emergency

COMMONS
(i =)
A Cholce Adult Community

call, and courtesy transportation,

Best of all, there's no entrance fee and you are free
to purchase extra services, such as meals and in-home
health care, whenever you choose.

CALL JOAN TODAY (810) 477-1646
FOR A TOUR OF OUR MODEL HOME! .
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