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BUILDERS SHOW

Thursday, March 17, 1994

Builder shopping requires thorough investigations

you should shop for your bullder as
thoraughly as you shep for the
house itself. Whether you are buyinga
lominium, a tawnh a house in
bdivision, ora built house,
the quality will be determined by the
quality of the builder,

“Most buyers give a lot of thought to
the style of house they want,” soid
Robert R, Jones, president of the
Builders Association of Southeastern
Michigan and Robest R. Jones Associ-
ates of West Bloomficld,

“Usually, though, they don't think
enough about the builder. It's import-
ant that they find one who can build
the style they want the way they want
it”

I n the market for a new house? If so,

The rea) estate section of the local
newspaper Is a good place to start,
Reading it over you can find out which
hullders are active in your area, what
types of houses are being built and
what price you might expect to pay,

In addition, the Builders Associn-
tion of Southenstern Michigan hasn
list of builders who construct houses in
various arens. Local real estate agents
also are helpful in conducting the

.search,

Fricnds and relatives can provide
useful recommendations. Ask them
about builders they have dealt with or
for the names of their friends who have
recently had a good experience with a
builder.

After making a list of builders, make
notes about their reputations and
quality of wark. Recording all factual
information, as well as your own im.

i , will make isons ensi-
er later on,

Perhaps the best way to learn about
buildera is to visit houscs they have
built and talk to the awners. Ask the
top builders on your list for addresses
of their recently built houses. At the
very least, drive by to see if the hauses
are visually appealing and, if possible,
get the phone numbers of the hame-
awnoers 8o you can see how they feel
about the houses after having lived in
them,

Ask people if they are happy with
their purchases and if the builder did
what was promised and performed ina
timely manner, The most telling ques.
tion of all may he whether they would
buy another hause from the same
builder. Mast peopte will tell you if
they are pleased with thelr houses; if
nat, they usually will want to tell you
about their experiences.

When you buy a house, you are look.
ing for quality and value, The con-
struction features of the house, such as
the detail work on cabinets and trim,
will tell you a great deal about the pro-
spective builder. Price is important but
value is more so. . , just becnuse a
house is more or less expensive than
anather does not mean it is a better
value,

L

“Value takes more than just price
into account,” Jones said. *“The quality
of the construction and the location of
the home, along with the price, make
up the value of the home, Each home
will have a different value for different
buyers,”

Anather important factor in select-
ing a builder is the warranty provided
on the bause, Get o copy of the build-
er's warranty and read it over, If you
feet you need help understanding any
aspect of it, take it to an attorney,
Don't wait until you move inand a
problem arises to find out what cover-
age you have,

*Muost builders offer some form of

written warranty,” Jones said. "Many
of them bnck their own work while oth-
ers offer o warranty backed by an in

Togetani
warranty, you must buy from a builder
who bel toani program,”
Another thing to find out from a pro-
spective builder is what kInd of service
you can expect after the sate. Typically,
o huilder makes two service calls on a
new house. One comes between one
anil three months after move-in, while
the other comes at around 11 months,
usually right before a une-year warran-
ty would expire. In an emergency, the
build Il send to your
house immedintely.

Ann Arbor Flower & Garden Show nears

he fifth annual Ann Arbor Flow-
er & Garden Show will convey
the thcm?. “Oncf Upgn ﬁ
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Time, [£4
from history books, fairy tales and our
grandparents’ memories.

The University of Michigan's
Matthaei Botanical Gardens will pres-
ent the best of the olil ant new in gar-
dening March 24.27 at the Washtenaw
Farm Council Grounds.

The show will feature an acre of pro-
gkt Ny desi 1 nmed p and
more than 500 horticultural and Nloral
design exhibits, New features include
French porterse garden pathways be.

tween buildings amil an antique garden
furniture and uccessories market,

Hours are 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Thursday-
Saturday, March 24.26, andd 9 a.m. to §
p.m. Sunday, March 27, Senjor Day is
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Thursday, March 24,
For ticket information, call (313} 998-
7002,

The Washtenaw Farm Council
Grounds is at 5055 Ann Athor-Saline
Rouad, Ann Arbor, Parking at the show
in $2 per car,

Proceeds from the show will help
fund completion of the new Gateway
and Herb Knot Gardens at Matthaei
Botanical Gardens.
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DIRECT REBATE
10% OFF
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HOLLAND STONE* PREFORMED STEPS
Add the unique beauly of UNILOCK® 1o
your landscope. UNILOCK® products are
ITIMES STRONGER THAN CONCRETE and
coma with a LIFETIME GUARANTEEI Porect
for patios, driveways, walkwoys, pool
dacks of gorden 0re0s.

1:800-336-4056
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