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Proposed legislation would .

affect state’s bear hunters

Michigan
huntera have
had thelr run-ins
with _anti-hunt.
ing fanatics in
the paat. !:lloat

sive animal. Ho can not bo suc-
cessfully hunted on a regular ba.
sls by simply staking out a trafl
1ike many deer hunters do in their
pursuit of the wary whitetail.
Without the use theso two time
honored techni tho odda of &

have been limit-
ed to {solated in-
cidents at state
recreation arcas
— who can forget
last year's fiasco
st the Pinckney
State  Game
Aten? — wild gamo dinners or fur
retailers,

Never before have we engaged
in a political hattle centered
around a public voto to preserve
our right to pursue a particular
game animal in this state. Never,
that is, until now.

A wealthy Upper Peninsula
property owner has enlisted the
help of New York City-based
Fund For Animals to bring an
anti-hunting ballot proposal to a
public vote. The proposal would
call for a ban on baiting and the
use of hounds while hunting
black bear in Michigan.

To uninformed non-hunters
this may not sound like such a big
deal. "So what, if hunters can't
use bait or dogs,” they may say.
But climinating baiters and
houndsmen would eliminate the
majority of lm'ur hur}!cra.

hunter harvesting a black bear
would be reduced to tho point
high improbability.

“Within one year, I'd predict
the number of bears in the state
would be beyond any present
method of control and we'd end
up hiring people to trap, move
and destroy nuisance bears,”
Walker sald.

Rogers, president of Sportsman
and Property Ownera Rights and
Trusts, informed Department of
Natural Resources director Ro-
land Harmes of his intentions to
solicit enough signatures
(256,457} to bring such a propoesal
to a publie vote. July 11th is the
deadline to submit petitions to
get & proposal on the ballot for the
November 1994 general election.
Sinee no effort to collect the sig-
natures has yet been launched it
is believed Rogers and his sup-
porters will target the 1996 presi-
dential election.

In his letter to Harmes, Rogers
claims houndemen were hie origi-
nal target and that he has no
problem with the use of bait.
Baiting, he states, was only added
to the potition language as a re.
i to gain the support of

“It woul ly remove
85 pereent of the peopte who hunt
bears from the woods,” said
Bloomfield Hille Resident Bill
Walker, chairman of the Legiala-
tive Committee of the Michigan
Bear Hunter's Association.

The ban would also neutralize
the only current effectivo tool in
the management of Michigan’s
largest predator. It would olimi-
nate a revenue aource (Last year
alone more than $72,000 was gen-
erated through the sales of bear
licenses.) for the DNR and it
would take away a valuable tool
for scientific research since a
tooth from each bear hnrvested
and the ductive track from

The Fund For Animals, one of the
largest anti-hunting organizations
In the natlon. (The Fund For Ani-
mals is the same group that
brought about Proposition 117,
which put an end to mountain lion
hunting in California; Proposition
10, which stopped bear hunting in
Colorade; ond Proposition 200,
which was defeated last year, but
was worded as to ban just about
everything from trbpping to fish-
ing in Arizona. The Fund For An-
imals is currently focusing on an
effort to ban mountain lion and
bear hunting in Oregon.),

Rogers claims he and fellow
bers of SPORT have major

most sows are tumed over to
DNR biologista.

A tough target
The black bear is a crafty, reclu.

probleme with trespassing
houndsmen in the Upper Penin-
sula, While it is certainly possible
there have been trespassing prob-
lems, statistics compiled by the

With
hundrets of
J homea Improvement firms
e —————

why ecall

-
Hamilton?
15t Placo Winner
Natlonal Romadaoling Awards
Look Magazino-Good Housekeeping

~Additions «Dormors
«Enclosyres
+Bathrooms
J!
Proven ng_' Ig fﬁ; tiataction

Freo Estimotes & Deslgn Service
Homilton Bullders
@ 24-Hour Sarvice
559-5590
26437 Groentiold, Ste. 203 Southticld

_ARCTIC CAT .

““world Class Snowmobiles"

-ff
1995” SNOWMOBI|
ORDER NOW AND SAVE
"CAT CASH UP TO $600"
Explres April 1st,
LABARON'S SPORTS

34711 Dequindre, Troy
1-810-585-3535

Look for the valuable coupons we've
inserted in today's issue of your

DNR dispute the clalm that
trespassing Is a major problom, In
the loat five years, DNR Reglon I
{(Upper Peninsula) Law Enforco-
ment bos received just 38 dog re-
Jated complaints.

Groups like the Michigan Bear
Hunters Association, Michigon
United Conservation Clubs and
Michigan Bow Hunters are keep-
ing o close cye on the situation.

Battle lines ere apparently

“being drawn. Senator Harry Gast

{R) is attempting to bring Rogors
and the DNR to the bargaining
table in an attempt to resolve the
dispute, but it may already bo too
1ate, “We, a8 always, welcome dis-
cusslon an this issue, but would
Itke to point aut that the expense
of funds is putting us beyond o
point of no return,” Rogers stated
in his letter to Harmes,

If you hunt, even if not with
dogs or over bait, 1 urge you to
support bear hunters in their bat-
tle to protect this American tradi-
tion, This issug isn’t just about
hunting bear with dogs and bait,
or about trespassing, its about
hunting big game snimals in
Michigan, If the anti’s get a foot-
hold in the state and believe they
can come in here and force thelr
slanted views down the throats of
Michigan voters they won't sit
idly or go away. We must show
them that Michigan’s ene mil-
lion-plus hunters are a mighty,
unified group that won't back
down and won't stand for an at-
tack on our right to hunt.

Anglers and hunters are tirged to
report their success. Questions
and comments are also encour-
aged. Send information to Out-
doors, 805 E, Maple, Birmingham,
Mi., 48009, Fax information to
644-1314 or call Bill Parker Mon-
day evenings at 901-2573.

OUTDOORS CALENDAR

CLASSES

@ WILDLIFE ART FESTIVAL

More than 50 of the best wildlife
artists from the United States
and Canada will exhibit thelr
work on Friday, Saturday and
Sunday in the 11th ennual Michi.
gon Wildlifo Art Festival at the
Southfield Civic Center. Proceeds
from the show will bo used for
wildlifo restoration and habitat
protection, The featival also fea-
tures wildlifo seminars, conserva.
tion exhibits, winning photos of
the Outdoor Writera Association
of America photo contest and
thousands of affordable wildlife
paintings, prints, carvings, clay
and bronze sculpture, stained
glass, porcelain and jewelry. Show
hours are 4.9 p.m, Friday, March
25,9 a.m-8 p.m, Saturday, March
26, and 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday,
March 27, Admisston {8 $7 adult

offer a clnss leading to a Michigan
Safe Hunter cortificate beginning
ot 8 a.m. Saturday and Sunday at
tho Wayne County Sportsman's
Club in Romulus, 632.0285. Simi-
lar classes will be held April 23-24
and May 21-22,

@ WALLEYE FISHING SEMINAR
Thoe Metro-West Chapter of the
Michigan Steclhead and Salmon
Fisherman's Association is offor-
Ing a frec seminar on walleye fish-
Ing beginning at 7:30 p.m. Tues-
day, April 5, at Garden City High
School, The seminar featurea
somo of the top walloye fishing
specialists on western Lake Erio
and the Detroit River, 420.2865.

@ SHOTQUN CLASS

The Wayno County Sportsmen's
Club will offer a series of classes
on shotgun safety and marksman-
ship beginning April 11, 532-0285.

for a weekend paas and children
under 12 will be admitted free.

W HABITAT SEMINAR
Joo Derek, host of the radio pro-
T 1y Michizan A

BANQUETS

& SAFARI CLUB FUND RAISER
The Southeast Michigan
Bowt Chapter of the Safari

gram N field,
will present “Backyard Habitat
Seminar” beginning at 7 p.m.
Wedneaday, March 30, at the
Farmington Community School.
Seminar fee i $7. Call 489-3333
to regiater.

B WILD TURKEY WORKSHOPS
The Michigan Dopartment of
Natural Resources and the Wild
Turkey Federation ere offering
wild turkey orlentation courses.
WTF's Huron Valley Chapter is
offering workshops today in War-
ren and Thuraday, March 31, in
Taylor, 421-2693. The Bluc Water
Chapter is offering a workshop
Saturday, in Almont, 798-3677,

W SAFE HUNVER CERTIFICATION
The Woyne County Sportsman's
Club and the Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources will

Club International will hold its
third annual Fund-Raiser Ban-
quet beginning at 6 p.m. Saturday
&t the Imperial House in Fraser.
Evening activities include dinner,
open ber, outfitter and manufac-
turer booths, auctions, raflles,
door prizes, hunting and fishing
trips, wildlife art and more. Tick-
ets are $30 per person, (810) 586+
1415,

FISHING CLUB
MEETINGS

¥ FOUR'SEABONS
The Four Scogsons Fishing Club

B MICHIQAN FLY FISHING

The Mlchigan Fly Fishing Club
meets at 7 p.an. the first and third
Wednesdays of each month at
Livonia Clarenceville Junior High
School, 420-2233,

M METRO-WESY STEELHEADERS
Motro-Weat Steelheaders, a non
profit club dedicated to educating
the public on improving, preserv-
ing and promoting anadromous
sport fishing, mects at 7:30 p.m.
on the first Tucadsy of each
month at Garden Clty High
Schoo, 420-2966.

P ————
-SEASONS

M RABBIT
Statewlde through March 31,

W FISHING
‘The 1993 fishing licenses expire
March 31,

W COYOTE
Statewide through April 16,

¥ WILD TURKEY

April 25-Muy 29, by special li-
cense in designated areas
throughout the state.

M DIP NETS
April 1-May 31 in in non-trout
waters in the Lower Peninsula,

W SMELY
Through May 31 south of M-72,

@ YROUT
Opens April 30 on trout streama
and designated trout lakes,

METROPARKS

B METROPARK REQUIREMENYS

Most Metropark programs are

free, while some require a nomi-
d remiatrati

meets 7:30 p.m. the first Wed:
day of ench month at the Maple-
wood Center in Garden City, 477-
3816,

nal fee. Ad and
a motor vehicle permit are re-
quired for all programs, 1-800-47-
PARKS.
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Is your metro Detroit
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E,jf‘ like this guy's menu?

y 72% of metro Detroiters

i
i
I

1 now live in the suburbs,
where SPRING has hwvice
* the circulation of

the Free Press--and nearly

three times the circulation
And 28% of their
readership is duplication!

- It's a new race...

1ry a new approach.

. Sources: 1993 CAC,
analysis of 1993 AGC.
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