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Looking at a problem: Steve Brock (left),
Farmington Hills assistant city mana-
ger, looks ouver the flooded area with res-
ident Leonard Zak.

o
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Water water everywhere: Leonard Zak's flooded yard at right is separated by a fence from Botsford property.
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Botsford property will actually
lesgen flooding on Zak's properly
and that the Randall drein
would not have caused more
problems had Zak not taken
matters into hia own hands.

“It (Zak property) was part of
a natural drainage area,” said as-
sistant city manager Steve
Brock. “We've trled to help him.
‘Wo even gave him o permit to fill
(the lot enst of Zak’s house).”
_ There had been a natural
swale (low, marshy area of land)

between Zak's two lats thaot
drained off of his property, Brock
sald, But the addition of a 12.
inch drainnge pipe changed the
swale, effectively making it into
a retention pond.

“On his own and without a
permit, he huiit that pipe”
Brock said.

Zok said he installed the
drainage pipe before he learncd
that the clty was planning a large
drainage pipe for the Randall
Street paving and imp

“Ir I had known this ghead of
time, I would have done it differ-
ently,” Zak said, adding that the
city didn't adequately inform
him of the project and its impact
on his property.

Zak missed a golden opportu-
nity to solve his problem when
Botsford and the city earlier of.
fered to enginver and build a
trench to csse the flooding,
Brock said,

“Unfortunately, (now that
Botsford has pleted its

trenching) that offer may be off
the table.”

Until Zak's 12.inch pipe is re
moved, the problem will persist,
Brock said.

“What ecverybody predicted
would happen, | 1" he

M 'It (Zak property) was part of a natural
drainage area. We've tried to help him. We
even gave him a permit to fill.’

Steve Brock
assistant city manager

said.

Building a drainage system
that borders Zak's property
would cost the city $70,000 to
$80,000, Brock said, Improve.
ments to the grade on Salisbury

and the completion of work at
Botaford will help, but until
Zuk's pipe is removed, the prob-
lem will likely stay, Brock said.
Zek said he hnen't given up

hape that at some point the city
will step in to solve the preblem.

“Deep down inside, 1 think
they're going to do something
about it,” Zak sald.

Hills ordinance puts cover
on unsightly satellite dishes

BY BILL COUTANT
STASF WRITERR

Trying to decide which restric-
tions to put on satellite antennas
is like looking into a crystal ball
and foretelling the future of TV
viewing.

The Farmington Hills City
Council unaonimously voted to
emend its city zoning ordinance
to require residents to screen
their satellite antennas from the
view of neighbors,

Not only lid the vague lon.
guage have to be changed, but
council members aren’t sure that.
such regulations will mean much
as the technology of TV commu-
nications changes at such a feal.

pace.

*I don't think this is going to be
n very common problem,” sald
Mayor Larry Lichtman.

Lichtmeon said the ordinance.
which limits the height, location
and calls for screening satcllite
antennas, may be made ubsolete
bocause of advances in fiber op-
tics and other technologies. The
satellito dishes have atso been re-
duced In size, making it casler to
sereen them,

But councilmon Aldo Vagnozzi
said the ordinance, which re-
quires screening, limits the
amount that must be spent to
sereen a dish to 50 percent of its
cost,

“What happens [If somecone
buys a used dish?” he said, *l
think we should set the figure at
75 percent (of the cost of the
dish).”

'l'hl:l ordinance h}l s:xld that.

rme,
depressions, walls, fences or @
combination could be used and
requited that the antenna be
“gcreened from view."

“That's too vague,” said Claude
Coates, the city’s zoning consult-
ant.

City attorney John Donohue
said the FCC regulations do nol.
specify cost.

“That figure (50 percent) repre-
sents the collective judgment of’
the planning commission.™

In other action, the council:
® Voted 6-1, with councilwoman
Nancy Bates opposing, to approve
a special agsessment for dust con-
trol of dirt roads.

“Peaple are entitled to live on 8
dirt rond without paying oxtra,”
Bates said,

The cost of the dust control
program is $70,482.24, and will be
entirely paid by residents on
those roads, Assistant city mana-
ger David Call soid the city com-
pared 10 paved roads and 13 gra-
vel roads in the city and found the
cost to malntain gravel roads 3.9
times as much as to maintain
paved roads,

B Determined a special assecas-
ment district for water main in-
stallation for the northwest por-
tion of Quaker Valley Farms,
Four of five property owners afe
fected support the installation,
which will be paid for in a special
assessment that will average
$8,799.07 for each property owner.
The council also set April 11 a8
the date for o public hearing on
the water main conatruction and
a public hearing on sanitary sewer
construction. All five property
owners support the sewer project.

® Scheduled a public hearing on
a proposed ice arenn for the
March 28 regular meeting.

Students invited to compete
for Excellence in Music award

';Appllullonl are now available
for students in grades 7-12 who

by calling her at 476-1729.
The ap?lluﬁun form-jnuu be

plan to pete for F:
Musicale's Award for Excellence
in Music,

This annual competition offers
cash awarda to students who
qualify and who will use the
awards to further their education.

+The competition ia open to stu-
denta who attend a Farmington
public or private school, to ghI.I-

and post-
marked by midnight, Friday,
April 1.

This year the competition will
be Saturday, April 23, at Nardin
Park United Methodiat Church in
Farmington Hilln.

Categories will be: plano, string
instruments, wind, brass and per-
cusalon t divided into

dren of o F
membez, and to those whose pri-
mary residence is [n Farmington
or Farmington Hills but who at-
tend school elsawhere.

. Applications have been distrib-
uted to the music departments In
all the middle achools and high
schools of Farmington and Farm.
ington Hills. They may also be

brained from Beverly N i

three grade levels: 7-8, 9-10, 11.
12. The vocal category will be di-
vided into two grade levels: 9-10,
11-12. Cash awards will be given
In each grade division.

In addition, the Strey-McCal-

lum Memorial Piano Award, &
single award given to’the plano

student who is judged to be the
“most ding plani

”t” re-

gardless of grade level will be
awarded.

Firat- and second-place winners
will perform thelr winning compo-
sitions in a recital at the Farm.
ington Hills Library at 12:30 pm.
on Wednesday, May 4. Awards
will be presented at this time, and
the Strey-McCallum Piano Award
winner will be announced.

The recital is open to all those
in the Farmington community
who have an interest in the music
education of young people.

The Farmington Musicale is &
member of tha National Federa-
tion of Music Clubs, Moet

LYNN CHASE

ARTIST, DESIGNER, CONSERVATIONIST

INTERNATIONAL TABLE TOP AWARD WINNER

See the new collection/grouping

by Lynn Chase entitled

“The Bride By Chase Exhibit”
March 27 through April 16

We will Jeature five complete table settings including
ber wildlife themes: Jaguar Jungle, Costa Azzurra, Parrots of
Paradise, Jungle Party and Leopard Lazuli/Shangrila.
. A matted parrot skeich print by Lynn Chase can be yours

with a minimum purchase of $100.

‘Jacobsons

One per customer, please. While supplies last.

Available in all Detroit-arca stores except Ann Arbor and Dearborn.
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‘

and programs are on the finst
Wednesday of the month in the
Farmington Hills Library, For

more Information, call Notestine *

At 476-1729,
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