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ENTERTAINMENT
ON THE MARQUEE

Dancers to present
mew works, tango

varicty of dance styles will be featured thin
weekend at exciting concerts you won't
want to miss.
‘M Roct based Eisenk Dance
one of only o few professional dance campanics in
Michigan, Is performing 8 p.m. Friday, March 25
at Music Hall in Detroit. Tickets are $15 and $25
and can be purchased at the door, 350 Madison in
Detroit, Ticketmaster outlets, or by calling (810)
645-6666 or (313) 963-7680.

Titled “The Michigan Choreographer's
Project,” the performance will conslst of premicre

Lincoln’s voice missing in drama

Abraham  Lin.
coln is the soul of
America, the sum-
mation of all its
strengths end the
symbol of its ago-

ny.

Unfortunately
Lincoln is a voice
off in Charles

HUGH ’
Nolte’s “The Last
_GALAGHER 1y e of Mr. Lin-
coln.” Noile. who  directs lhe

Theatre

of his play, hos fashioned a readur's
theater picce around the assassina-
tion of Lincoln and its aftermath.

‘The works focus is not on Lin.
coln, The play should be called
“The Last Days of John Wilkes
Booth.” Nolte was obviously drawn
to the subject because of the hand.
some matinee idol tumed assassin,
Booth was the youngest member of
a prominent acting family. Though
never attaining the stature of his
brothers Edwin and Junius, John
Wilkes was popular with the wom.
en, the Tom Cruise of his day.

Nolte has arranged nine actors in
groy p riod costumes on several

works by three of Michigan's choreo-
graphers — Whitley Setenkian, Gregory Patterson
and EDE artistic dlxcclur. Laurie Eisenhower,

“Sweet Ella Suite,” a Iively modern jazz dance
by Patterson, is st to the music of Ella Fnzgcruld.
Eisenhower wil! present “Rites and Passoges,” a
full compnny work about evolution, discoveries,
and passoges through time. Setrakion will prem-
iere *Hyacinth Rash,"” a fast paced and edgy dance
about pojson and mmpliunce set to the new music
of Amy Denio.

Completing the program will be three other
dances from the EDE repertory Including “Love
Songs,” a humorous sudience faverite set to the
music of George Gershwin, Compuny dancer
Giuseppe Canale, a former soloist with the Bejart
Ballet, will purl'unn a solu to the live musie of pla-
nist/composer Stanley Hollingsworth,
® Tango and more Latin dance will be featured at
the Musica Viva International Concert 8 p.m. Fri-
day, March 25 at Smith Theatre for the perform-
_ing arts on the Oakland Community Cnllege Orc-
hard Ridge campus, south of 12 Mile off I-696.
“Tickets are $20 at the door, $18 in advance, and
*$10 for an afRerglow after the concert. Call {810)
932 0400,

Sensationnl dunce duo Eduordo Dorfer and
Mercedun Colon, masters of “Tango An;entmo

with Alejondro S on
bundoncun. and Michigan's top dancers, Paul
Milligan, Lori Accica, Amy Calio, Louis Soma,
and Suzy Brecht of Troy Dance Studio.

chly Wygnmk is editor of the Taste and Enter-
tainment sections of the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers. She welcomes your calls and com-
ments, 953-2105, fax 591-7279, or write: Observer
& Eecentric Newspapers, Inc, 36251 Schoolcraft,
Livonia, MI 48150.

LOOKING AHEAD

. Behind them ore projec-
tions of portraits, catoons, playbills
and photographs of the Civil War
era. The actors take on a varlcty of
roles, giving us a brief outline of
Lincoln’s character and reputation
and a more detailed portrait of
Booth and his gang of essassins.
This group has a lot in common
with the Tonya Harding cntoumgei

spiracy. After all the plot included
failed attacks, cross country horse

shell makes the best of her resem-

blnnce to Mary Todd Lincoln,
ing some hy to playing

chasen and a deadly sh

Nolte has some ideas about the
plat and the accused plotters, show-
ing some sympathy for Maory Seu-
ratt and none for Dr. Mudd, but his
recitation of incldents raises more
questions than it answers,

‘The acting iy good enough to hald
our attention. Peter Gregory
Th bl ooth and

Histary buffs will be'i
the tidbits of historical trivia that
Nolte has accumulated in his re-
search. Unfortunately, Nolte is un-
able to turn historical facts into
compelling drama, We are told what
happens and only rarely shown, The
play would have mare life if it were n
straight dramatization of the con.

projects the proper ham actor dash
that made Booth confuse theater
with reality. Jeanne Arnold in effee.
tive aa the gaunt, world weary Mary
Scuratt, who cither was or was not a
key figure in the plot to kill Lincoln,
Secretary of State Seward nnd Vice
President Johnson. Jayne Houdy-

this distressed, unhappy womon.
Carl Shurr is propetly regal as Ed-
win Booth, the greatest American
actor of the 19th century and a vic.
tim of his brother's zeal, In addition
to playing numerous parts, Paul
Hopper and Joseph Reed provide a
humorous musical interlude,

“The Last Days of Mr. Lincoln"
i a ploywright's notebook for an in.
teresting ploy, now he has to go on
to write the play.

Hugh Gallagher is production edi-
tor of the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, Inc, He has reviewed
films and plays for the past 20 years.

Romance lacks magic, cast shines

“Prelude to o
Kiss,” a madern
fairy-tale abaut ro-
monce and mortall.
ty, needs the “mog-
of live theater
and the willing sus-
pension of disbelief

- to fulfill its potential
BARBARA fTect.

MICHALS The current pro-
— duclmn by St. Dun-
ston’s Guild of C foils to

gration of souls leaves Rita in the Old
Man's failing hody while the latter
gets o new lem on llfe and heads off
for “her" in the

a REVIEW

ta's ies, the ca-

body of the vibrant young woman.

It doesn't take Peter long to notice
the inexplicable changes in the new
“Rita,” piece together the mystery,
and try to get the renl Rita back
whole, He finds himself still attracted
to Rita despite her transformed body.

As tl'm‘ Old Man, Evcrsnn"giv.en‘n

achieve that requisite mogic deapite
same good cast elforts.

Peter (Mark Schwarz) and Rita
(Janie Ci ) are a couple who

What to watch for in Entertainment next week:

. M What's new st the movies.
W Upcoming plays and concerts

meet, quickly fall in love, and marry.
When o mysterious Old Man (Wil-
liam Everson) shows up at the wed-
ding and kisses the bride, a transmi-

conveying the “changed” Rita's con-
fusion and frustration and, back in
his own body, delivering moving ob-
ser on aging and I

talyst to the whole chain of eventa,

Schwarz looks well-cast as Peter,
but never seems fully at ease with his
part. He does warm considerably in
the second act, but it’s too late to
muke his Peter really convincing.

Among the supporting players,
Maery Jolliffe is the moat credible as
Rita’s mother, deft at navigating the
potholes of marriage.

Obie Burch’s sct design enables the
scene changes to be swilt and impres-
sively Rita Girardi's

Castagna is good as Rita, her face
and manner visibly hardening when
the Old Man moves into her body.
Her one lapse is filing to adequately

lighting design seems lackluster when
more creative lighting support could
be very helpful,

The pocing seems smoother In the

Repeating
history: Paul
Hopper,
Jeanne Ar-
nold, Joseph
Reed and Pe-
ter Gregory
appear in
“The Last
Days of Mr.
Lincoln.”

*The Last Days of Mr, Lincoln™

*Thoaler: Meadaw Brook on the
campus of Oakland University in

ochester,

*Curtaln Ume: 8 pm. Thursday, Fiie
day, March 24-25, 6 pm. and 8.30
p.m. Saturday, March 26, 6:30 p.m.
Sunday, March 27, 8 p.m. Tuesday
and Wednesday, March 2930, 2
p.m. Wednesday, .
through April 10, weekend times
vary,

*Tlckets: Range trom $18 for
Wednesday matinee to $24.50 for
Friday evening performances, Call
a77-3300.

ON ZTAGE

“Prelude to a Kiss"

wTheater: St. Dunstan's Guild of
Cranbraok, 400 Lene Pino Road,
betwean Lahser and Cranbrook

Roads.
*Curtaln time; 8 p.m. Friday and
Saturday, March 25-26.

*Tlckets: General $10, senlor citl-
zens and students, $8, Call 644.

7.

second act, but director Jamic Rich.
ards just never achleves the right
magic. Nevertheless St.
merits credit for frequently tackling
shows that are not part of the tried-
and-true community theater fare.

Barbaru Michals ix an inveterate
playgoer who regularly catches up on
all the New York productions.

ON PTAGE |

Dubnstan’s -

9am.-8 pm.

10 2.m.~5 p.m. For recorded informatlon

SUNDAY and schedule call (313) 353-6944

March 27
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GREATEST HOME SHOW IN ‘l‘HE WORLD

EVERYTHING ForR YOoUR HoME & GARDEN

Thousands of Home & Garden ldeas

FB000 Grand AIver a1 EIGH MITe
Farmingion Hilla, 8kt {313} 474-4800

S 'I'ERNA'I'IONAI.

hibits

Attraclions &

Featur

* Kitchens & Baths * Home Electronics  « Doors & Windows House of Nails and Treasure Chest Contests ¢ Chevy Truck Glve-A-Way
. ;)ecorael*i;r:g Accessories : X:‘r’d : cGr:;aen : appganisc i Conlinuous Entertalinment o Full Sized 1,850 Sq. ft. Home
* Remod ] ooli
* Financing * Pools & Spas . Dechni L:ndsa"pslng Expl::'radz of Home»s Fe:l‘l‘n'i_ng ?lctv Homesand Fv:en: E" uo?k.
GET A JUMP ON THE HOME IMPROVEMENT SEASON Mondsy tewgh Feidey 200 pim.- 1000 :
WITH SPECIAL SHOW DISCOUNTS! o =it | Riverwalk Gardens | |-

CLOSES SUNDAY M A 338 ol

Meet Discovery Channel's Ms. Fivit @ Famdty ockes
Deverly Dedutio Thursday = Sunday I"‘“I aned 20 Ba

Plant Sale and Flower Auction 4t 4 p.m. Sunday 8 QXD - +vaidabie culy st Faroer lock snd ALP

COBO CENTER
MARCH 19-27




