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Starling this week, I6cal wadding and engage- *
ment noticas will becoma part of your
Fammington Subutban Life section. The move is
an etfort to batier serve our readers by gotling
these ftant parsonal into
tha Farmington Obsarver In a more limely man-
nor. F andF Hills
should send their wedding and engagement

ion along with a h to Diene
Gnle, suburban life oditor, at 21898
Farmington Road, Farmington, Mich, 48336,
Preprinted forms that cutling the Intormation
needed for your ara avaifable "
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Schools, cities upbeat

BY BILL COUTANT
RTAYF WRITER

At tl:o State of the Citics Breakfast

In the Farmington office. If you have

one of the most upbeat
kers talked about hing im-

regarding your announcement, call Diane Gale
o a1477-5450. . .
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When's tea time?: Soon, says
Doris Lovill, who is opening a tea
room on Grand River in Farming-
ton. /3A
A capital idea: The six-year cap-
ital improvement plan for Farm-
ington intends to hit the streets in
ig way. /3A
Taking a tumble: For the third
year in a row, crime is down in
Farmington Hills, police officials
say. /5A

i MALLS & M

About face: Jacobson'’s debuts
the Trish McAvoy line of cosmet-
ics, putting a new face on local
shoppers. /8A

Getting pinned: Shopping guru
Linda Bachrack comes across
scatter pins that protest, praise
and add polish. /8A

Failing students: Educator
James "“Doc” Doyle says our
schools must alert parents before
report cards come out. /10A

Easter: Dr. Robert Majewski
shares his family recipe for Polish
Easter bread. /1
Recipe Make over: Laura Leto-
bar cuts the fat in Louisiana
Chicken Stew from 21.1 grams to
4./1B

Spring sports: The North Farm-
ington girls soccer and Harrison
girls track teams are previewed in
the sports section. /1C

Sports opinion: Sports writer
Brad Emons wants to hear from
the Catholic Central administra-
tion regarding Bernie Holowicki’s
;eis(z:gnation as bashetball coach.
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portant to both Farmington ani

Bill Clinton does State of the Union, and John Engler
handles State of the State, In Farmington, people like
3 C. Robert Maxfield, Bill Costick and Frank Lauhoff
speak at the State of the Cities Breakfast.

Farmington Hills — the state of the
schools.
Robert Maxfield, who will take over
a8 Farmi schaols t il
ent this week, laid out the strength of
the school system, its goals and the

impact of Proposal A, the school * §

funding reform plan, all with panache
and humor.

Maxficld, who had been the super-
intendent of the Berkely District, ro-
cailed a farewell party thrown for him
by some seventh-graders at o middle

chool.
“One of the kids had written (on a
farewell card), ‘Don't forget the little

Sco UPBEAT, 2A
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armington:

Steve Measelle,

on spring break from schiool, practices mountain
tificial wall at Benchmark l'r;'dnwm;awn'ly'armingtan. . S

Climbers
hit wall
at store'. ‘

BY BILL COUTANT
BTAYF WRITER

At Benchmark Sporting Goods,
customers often feel like climbing
the walla, and that's just fine.
In fact, the unusual stare on
. Grand River in downtown Farming-
ton encourages customers to climb a
specinl wall that duplicates candi-
tions rock climbers face in more ex-
otic locations, like Yosemite or the
Grand Teton mountains,

“In rock climbing, you can start
. off with a $250 investment,” said

Wea Karczynaki, who teaches free
- climbing classes at tho store. "When
you get to the point that you're
leeping on top of tho rock, then it
becomes a little more of an invest-
ment. And you have to know what
you're doing.” -

As you enter the'}14,000-square-

foot store, which froin the outside

might be mistaken for an L-shaped
office building, the 16-foot climbing
wall 18 one of the first things you
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And at about any time the store is

. open, sure enaugh, someono will be
scaling the wall. Karczynaki, 28, has,
been o rock climber for six years., -

“We have people from €0 years
old down to 3, with their parents,
from all different walks of life,”
Kaorcaynski said. “Different people
do this for different reasons.”

And even if people come into the
store to buy camping equipment,
they often find themselves gazing ot
that wall. e

“A lot of peoplo come in to buy
camping cquipment, then become

. f 4 ng or koyaki

n
or rock climbing,” he said.

That’s the kind of atore it is.
Tents, about 40 canoes, kayaks, fly
fishing equipment, hiking and back-
packing equipment and .shoes are
the speciaity.: Don't Jook' for foots
balls, hockey sticks or basketballs.

- The only “hang time” discussed at
Benchmark hus to do with rock
climbing. . - . - .

The atare-Is ane of three in the

d The other two, Including a

22,000 square-foot store in Colum-
. bus, are in Ohio. -

See CLIMB, SA
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Hollywood keeps local grad in suspended animation ”

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
STAFF WRITHR

Waiting in Hollywood 18 perhaps
better than working with nuts and
bolta at a hardware store, Al Jean, a
1877 Harrison High grad, has done
his share of both,

‘The seript writer worked in Jean's
Hardware on 12 Mile, owned by his
father, Alfred Jean, The younger Al
Jean worked there while in school bo-

fare working on such shows as “The
Simpsona,” .

“It's funny,” Jean said, “I watch
‘Home Improvement’ and.1 think I
should work on thot show, because
it's about a guy who works with tools
and lives in Michigan. So far, I ha-
ven't been offercd anything yet.”

Jean takes lifa and work one frame
atatime. -

After success with TV's cartoon

"Tl\u Simpsons,” Jean and script-
writing cotjaborator Mike Reiss con-
cocted. another animated aoffering,
“The Critic,” which has been aired on
ABC-TV.

Tha sitcom centers on a portly New
Yotk film critic, who is sort of a
schleppy Rex Reed. “Saturday Night
Live" alum Jon Lovitz does the char-
acter's voice,

“We alwnya say he’s balder than

(Gene) Siskel and fatter than (Roger)
Ebert,” Jean said from his home in
the Los Angeles area.

Six episodes of the show ran this
winter, including ot the height of the
“Tonya Harding Olympics.” Reviews
were mixed.

“It wan a little more difficult with
this show,” Jean said. “With "The

Sco ANIMATION, 8A

Roasting Jesus .

aundy Thursday, the Thursday before -
Eaater, will bo celebrated with a real dif-
forence at Trinity Episcopal Churchin
Farmington Hitls,
‘The event, open to the public, will featuro a 40-
minute film titled “The Jesus Roast." It will be

‘noh rested comfartably a mile away at the Farm-

Ington hame of a Mr, Thayer,
Throughout thelr ltves, the ploneeting Livonia
doveloped many tics to'F Thelr

coupls

FARMINGTON FOCUS

1eft. Humor {8 used to help the sudience focus on
the hgmanlty of the situation.

d still stands as part of Greenmead His-.
torical village on Eight Mile Road west of Halsted,
along the barder of the two communities.

‘The many ties these Livonia peoplo had with

e sg | | | Ao iom Tl Mo B | From out of the past ol o b it
: 953-21 north of 11 Mile Road between Orchard Laks and ow for some local history: . display in the glass case outside the city council
Sports: 41 Middlebelt, - * New Yorker Joshua Simmona III | chamber in the City Hall, 11 Mile and Orchard
Reader Comment Line: §53-2042 A “roast” is a spontancous, usunlly secular |- brought his new bride, Hannah, by steam- | Lake roads,
Classified Advertising: 591-0900 avent In which guesta at abanquet risa to offer™” | * boat and then wagon to the wilderness of Livonia The display runs through April.
Display Advertising: 591-2300 somo good-natured — but roasting — commenta” Townahip in 1826, traversing the wilds of Farm- :
Home Delivery: 531-0500 about the guest of honor, Exaggeration and kudos | ington Township along theway. . . Items for Farmington Focus may be mailed to
Cable/TV Weekly: 953-2182 peppered with gibes are part of the fun. . While Joshua spent hia first night in Livonia in the Farmington Observer, 21898 Farmington Road,
g Film diréctor Rolf Forsberg applics the roast . a drizzle with their housshold goods, which the- Farmington 48336, faxed to 477-9722 or dropped
n format to the Last Supper in the hour after Judas | wagon masters had unlohded on the ground, Han. | off ot the newspaper office.
. ' X ’
N - ‘.
- N T et Py .




