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POINTS OF VIEW

Competitive edge

It’s 40 years late, but school reform is we_lcome

ur school system nlmuld have
been revised 40 years ago. It's
been unly the past 20 yoars that

‘Thero would be less discriminution
within the system. Knowing parents
could withhold the voucher untll an

the thede-
plorable stats of ed Hid

Now, in carnest, parents should be
happy they have Gov, John En;lcr (3
plan, At least he has offered a

is reached sox,
race, rich, poor, smart or dumb,
My deep concern in that the system
is clonin; robots. Anyons who doesn't
{led as troub-

system.

Making schools more competitive
would put an end to shoving ¢hildren
into classes they don't have an intorest

n.

In other words, if a school cannot in-
clude your child in a special class be-
cause that subject is overcrowded, you
could shop for the school which can of-
fer that particular choice.

‘Thin appears fairer than arguing
with facilitators where the parenta’ ob.
Jections are glossed over.

Basics would still be compulsory,

Memoirs

c Cure at 9 a.m. Saturday at the
Detroit Zoo for the first time,

Silverman, of Bloomfield Hills, had
planned to participate in the annual
fund-raiser for breast cancer rescarch
last year.

:She changed those plans to be in

arol Silverman and her friends

Tennessee, where her sister was under.

going last-ditch experimental treat-
ment for a cancer that had first invad-
,od her breast tissue 12 ycars before.

Sad, isn't it, that the breast — re-
garded as a symbol of womanhood —
has become for all too many women a
vehicle for anguish or death.

. Silverman's sister, former Wayne
County resident Fanny (Jill) Gaynes,
knew that full well,

The first chapter in her boak, “How
Am I Gonna Find A Man I{ I'm Dead,”
is called “Soothing the eavage breast.”

Court-initiated programs
ease civil, criminal load

could
Iemnlern Now the style {s to encourage
students to be creative, use their gray
matter, But first we must practice hon-
esty, ethics, respect, humility and
charity. Youngsters can sco through
the hypocrisy.

Making schoola more competitive
makes scnse. Major corporations
acroas the country have developed
strategies to put forth better service
and save money.

Education h blz business. We
should dismantlo a failed system, Note
who doesn't support the “'change.” It's
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EMy deop concern Is that
the system Is cioning ro-
bots. Anyons who doesn't
conform could be expelled
as troubloemakers.

the MEA. It is entrenched in those po- poused.

sitions and is u:rrorlz[ngnlluna nbou! W'hy would anyone elect more in-

the dire and ? We should change the

with “change.” system and then debate “how to fund”
Let new types of schools exist; let ro- | the change.

“Jigious schools exist; let privato schools

exist; let institutional or trade schools
exist. Thoy may do a better job, cheap-
er.

We need teachers, not leeches.
‘Teaching students year round might
Justify thelz salaries. Down-sizing
classes may promote student interest.

All the arts and the appreciation of
arts should be encouraged. More
health, nutrition and gymnasium
¢laszen. Schools should mandate the
interaction of humans, one on one.

‘The quality of education haa not im-
proved although the cost is spiraling
every year. It’s been a proven failure,
even as Gov. John Engler has

Opinions are like belly buttons. Ev-
eryono has one! The plan Engler has
advocated was meant for schools to
receive equitable monies for value
received.

The wealthy would rather be charita-
ble if they get a kickback, but nevera
charitytoa ducn(mnchmcd student.

No mastter what system of financing
is initiated, the poorer dfstricts will af-
ways be disadvantaged, but could still
have a voice in the education.of their
children.

Helen Motriuk, a retired bookkeeper,
has lived in Farmington Hills for 20
years.

of a sister who lost Race for the Cure

Tho book, scheduled for publicati
later thia month, chronicles her 12-year
battle ogainst cancer with candorand a
heavy dose of humor. She dled last Oc-
tober,

For thoae who are afraid to do or
have a breast exam, for those who have
had even a small brush with the tetror
that pulscs through you after discover-
ing a lump in the breast and the exqui-
site relief of finding that it Is benign,
and for those who have actually been
diagnosed with breast cancer, it's a
hard read.

But a worthwhile one,

Her up and down battle, trying to
keep up with the Iotest rescarch, trying

to keep down the ever-creeping cancer, |

is a tribute to her apirit, her friends
and family and to the medical profes-
sion.

“Hod she been here, she would have
gone in a wheelchair,” said Silverman
of Saturday's race, which already has

M ‘Had she been here, she
would kave gone ina
wheeolchalr,’ sald Carol
Sliverman of Saturday’s
race, which slready has
nearly 6,000 peoplo regis-
tered including 300 cancer
survivors.

nearly 6,000 people registered, includ-
ing 300 cancer survivors.

She bases that on her sister’s deter-
mination to live, her belief in medical
rescarch and her dedication to helping
others who are still fighting the battle
she lost.

"Many cancer survivors are incredi-
ble people. My sister impacted so
many lives — as sick as she was she
was 50 willing to help people.”

In the preface to her book, Gaynes
makes it clear she doeen't advocate any
particular kind of therapy for a person
with cancer.

“What I do recommend is that you
ask alot of questions, do a lot of read-
ing and find out what your options
are,” ahe writes. . . . Research con-
tinues, more results come in and expert
opinions change. Again, do that re-
search.

“And nover lose hope.”

Unfortunately, a lot of us may well
need both the document of determina-
tion by Gaynes and the medical re-
search, support and education money
that the race provides, part of which
stays in southeastern Michigan,

That's because nearly 7,000 Michi-
gan women will be diagnosed with
breast cancer and 2,000 will die of the
disease — just this year.

But 1don't have to tell you that. All
of us know more people than we care to
count who have been affected by breast
cancer — as well as their children, hus-
bands and parents.

‘Walk, race/walk, run or make a do-
nation Saturday on their behalf — and
On your own.

Judith Doner Berne is the managing
editor of The Eccentric Newspapers.

You can reach her at 901-2563. Gaynes' :

book can be ordered through Borders
or Barnes & Noble bookstores,

Your Helpful Deck'
‘Building Experts',-"

Choose Your Deck Lumber Wlsely‘
N.A. Mans Building Centers Stocks

ow doea the Oakland Circuit Court ac-
complish so much? Through hard work,
productive partnerships with other coun.
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tyd and atate and the in- Only Quality Wolmanized Ponderosa ane
novative and energetic efforts of the court’s 225 MAKE SURE YOUR DECK LASTS FOR YEARS!
employces. New life for PONDEROSA PINE IS: » More stabla than yellow pine

! Let me share some apecifics with you:

: This court has been awarded more than a
qliarter of a miltion dollars from the Office of
Drug Contro! policy and the State Court Ad-
minhmllvo Office to help adjudicate drug cas-
3. We wero awarded almost $17,000 from the
h}lchlpn Stats Police for a computerized pro-
gram so that all felony convictions could be in-
stantly added to a felon’s criminal history
récord,

¢ Anoth P

hip in the ) arenais

Iu the works. This is our Integrated Justice
Data System, which we hope to Jaunch within
the next couple of months via another grant ap-
plication through the Office of Drug Control
Folley.

+ This wilf link the Prosecutor’s Offico, numer-
olux district courts throughout the county (in-
cludlng the 52nd District Court), tho SherifT's

Dapertment, the County Clerk's Office, the Cir-
chiit Court, the Probate Courl.. and the State Po-

[ JUDaE HiLDA GAGE |

In concert with the Family Law Section of the
State Bar and tho Family Law Committee of the
Qakland County Bar, we have applied to the
Michigan Supreme Court Lo becomn a mat court
for binding ark fonind
cases.

The courthouse is a safer place, In 1993, moro
than 841,000 people came through the metal de-
tectors, and 626 handguns were checked at
courthouse entrances, Almant 2,300 edxvd

d by sheriff"s d i

. were fi
Slzniﬁuntly. the sherifl's department reports

that each month fewer and fewer edged weapons

But we have some concerns: Qur facility Is

tice for of ion on are
criminal casos.
: We ly aseisted the Reimb Di.

\dtlnn in setting up a system to go aRer convict-
et criminals who have failed to pay court-or-
dered costs and foes. We estimate this will
Hﬂl In well over $100,000 In additional reve-
Ou.r award-winning SMILE Program, devel-
by Judge Edward Sosnick and our Friend
the Court, helps the children of divorce by
eglucating their paronts on how to help chlldren
deal with the trauma of a changing family struc-
lum
+ Just last month, we began “Children Hnlplu
cblldnn Through Art.” It's a p with

" not user friendly, I am advised that tho possi-

bility of valet parking ia in the works, and I
cencourage the efforts of the Department of Fa.
cilities Managemont to institute that lervico to
users of the Iam also

that public seating in the court's corridors may
soon be a reality. It [a long, long overdue.

In many rospects our facility hampers our
sbility to handle the work that comea bofore us.
Wae kniow statlstically that well over 83 percent
of the cases filed in this court will be resolved
by means other than a full-blown trial in one of
our mxtmml. anlu lhl-. our fnclllty lacks

-area schools to have student artwork displayed
n't out Priand of ihe Court office.

- t Week was }

) Ip 1991, Since then, we have continued to ntudy
the use of intenslve settlement programs. We
-@oo have smbarked on & master mediatlon

Hroject In'p §p with the Settd Cen-

,tht and nmhnafdnommd Cwm.y Bar

- Wejudges m " mpomlblc set ot people with
a precise job to do. It is our duty to follow the
Iaw and our obligation to do justice: Thie is how
the Judiciary serves the public.

Hilda Gage is chisf justice of the Ochland Cir- ~
. cuit Court. Thia ls part of a “State of the Court”
od_drm she-recently gove to the Oahland County ‘
“Board of ners.

weathered wood...

Woatherblaster® safely removes the
gray and black discoloration from
aged, unfinished wood ~ without
sanding. ¢ Especially effective

on Redwood or Cedar .._,,_.
P docking, siding or
hot tubs. e Perfect

lon for

Penofin® penetrating
oll finish, * Safe to
plant life.

The finest wood finish available

Penofin® seals and protects the mil-bright beau-
ty of natural wood. * Brazitan Rosewood Oil base  §
deeply penetrates and stabillzes wood fibers, *
locks ultraviolet rays, the number one cause of
discoloration. ® Microporous finish seals out
moisturs, yet aliows wood to breathe, * Safe
and easy to use.

« Less shrinkage & warping than yeflow pine » Easler to
handle (cut & nail) than ysliow pine « More uniform
appearance than yellow pine

m .97~smm

ISA OFF

TREATED LUMBER

'DocksorAnyOthef Prolocb.
* Ws stock top quality ponderoaa pine.

" Mans Treated Lumber Policy i to maka sufe you are

stely satisfied. If at any time Prior.to Cutting or

compl
Nalling any treated board, you are not satisfied with the

eonrﬁﬂonofmatboud youmuymtumlu
No Questions Askod!
- Do-lt Cen MONROE
AN TN Dot Centar 2754 N. Monroa Sc. Monroa, M1
13501 5500 313241-8400
BOSTO
N.A. MANS HOME DESIGN CENTER: WWMS&LHI
41900 Ford Rosd, Canton, MI 313-753-9366 OR 313-:413131
Windows & Doors 3139514445
Kitchen & Bath Showroom 313981500 oWEnTON
Creative Floors 313.901-3582 "“Iukr‘m""'m‘"
. L » ' .



