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Raiders look like contenders

North Farmington enters the 1994 softball season
with a veteran, senlor-dominated team and flgures to
b;la contender for the division and league champlon-
ships,

‘Half-marathon race

. he West Bloomfield Half-Marathon |s lesa
T than two weeks away and time Is running
out for early registration.

Enly registration ends at 5 p.m. Friday. Late
entries will be accepted on race day at a alightly
higher registration fee.

The 18th running of the West Bloomfleld Half-
Marathon begins at 12:45 p.m. Sunday, April 17,

. at West Bloomfield High Schoal. A 8K walk and a
5K run begin ot 10:30 a.m. at the scuth driveway,

- and the Kids Run starts at 10:30 a.m. on the high
schiool track,

The half-marsthon, sponsored by the Henry
Ford Medical Center nf West Bloomfield um:l host-

- ed by West Bl J Parks and at-
tracts aver 700 runners annually from across
Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, llincis and Ontario,
Canada. The 13.1- mile TAC-certified course takes
runners through the hilly, scenic residential
streets of Weat Bloomfield.

For registration forms and more information
call West Bloomfield Parks and Recreation at
334.5660.

Tennis tournament
M any of the arca's top professional and jun-

E{DAN O'MEARA Amy Kelman switched positionn

TAYY Wi when Maockle had difliculty throwing,

uxAuR:.r :);;I:‘ an[;l&:ou‘ln recer;‘t :t'h nn&iilunlor Reneo Dolak also can play
pts, cou 8 year Noi catcher.

Farmington finally geta to play for the ““This year her arm is healthy, so 1

Western Lakes Activities Association  think we'll see her hehind the plate

sofiball champlonship, again and catching,” said Brubaker of

The Ralders, who have tied for the  Mackie. “I expect her to hit the ball
Lakes Division title and finlshed no  llke she did last year.”
lower than third in the last four years, The Raiders are blessed with two
have the talent to make ancther run  experienced pitchers: seniors Melonic
at the top and posaibly win it all. Cheney and Becky Thursam.

North returns all but one starter Ch:ney did most of the varsity
(firstb Jenny Hol ) from and Thurssm showed what
a team that finlshed 12.16 overall and  she could do in the summer, Both
w.‘l'l"i!;l‘ inthe d!vlslnxll in th 4 ;‘nl‘?ll(l) vbhillu pltshl‘x‘:,; L;Ihnll'-‘mlltlzﬁp

s group came in in tho secon: n Hills Diamonds e Incredible

year of the summer program, and you  Girls Fast-Pitch League title.
can definitely tell they've been play- Cheney was 11-13 for North with «
ing fast-pitch softball,” North coach 3.24 camned.run average in 165 inn-
Dave Brubaker said. “Their skills are  ings. She nlso fanned 121 but walked
?odnxndvanccd than the girla I first {’20. Chm;.ay can hellngnr!h with the
nd aix or seven years ago.” nt, too, having posted a 344 average

‘The leading returnee is senlor All-  and 16 RBLL
WLAA shortatop Allison Stein. She “Every year we've developed at
hill.w u:d struck out just two tlm’::’. 1cl‘nt one, quL this is the fimt year
stolo 25 bases, drew 16 walks, sco going into play we've had two pretty
30 runs and had an 892 fielding per- decent’ pltchers,” Brubaker said.
centage. “Becky pltched well in tho summer

h“AlIIAon is an outstanding athlete; and will see a lot of playing time."
uhe's very eggreasive and competi-
tive,” Brubaker sald. “If Alllson does Thursam will have regular duty at
what sho did last year, we'll bs in fine third base again, and the Ralders also
shape at the leadoff position and return senior Jennifer Cassidy at sec-
shortstop. She came into her own and :nd.h"l'hursnm ‘l“}‘x '?‘%E”d h:ld some
» ey hita to go with 1 1, and Caysi-
really matured last year. @ her solid dy batted 250 with three double, 16
plniyer in senlor catcher Kate Mackie, ®tolen bases and 18 RBI.
n cleanup hitter who made the all-di-
vislon team. She batted .356 with 31 Rn?:i:: :::l ,;l: i,ﬁ::‘:;::: :,‘::10;“1:5
hits, five doubles, four triples, three ¢ 0" ivh gentor Courtney C. ]p .
home runs and 31 RBL Sophomore Amy Fi : 1 l?n t’s‘a’ -kon.

Because of an elbow injury to ln!l:elder ¥ Finke ckup
Mackie lnst year, North ia threo deep .
at catcher. She and senior outfielder

ior tennis players will displey their talenta

at the Novi Auto Mall $10,000 Profession-
al Tennis Challenge April 14-17 at the Sports
Club of West Bloomfield.

The tour contingent is led by Jimmy Arias, for-
merly the No, 5-ranked player in the world, He'll
be joined by local pros Ed Nagle of West Bloom-
field, Steve Herdolza, Scott Smith and Brian Veil-
lette of Bloomfield Hills, Mark Pinchoff of Farm-
ington Hills and Brett Beattie of Beverly Hills,

Junlor players Brook Blain (West Bloomfield},
Arvid Swan (Troy) and Michael Russell (Bloom-
field Hills) also will be competing.

There will also be a “fast serve’ contest which
is open to the public.

The tournament runs from 7-10 p.m. on Thurs-
day and Friday, April 14-16; noon to 8 p.m. Satur-
day, Aptil 16; and noon to 6 p.m. Sunday, April 17,

For more information call the Sports Club of
‘West Bloomfleld st 626-9880.
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Veteran hudles: Senior Melonie Cheney is one of two experi-
enced pitchers on the North Farmington team.
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Veteran staff key for Falcons

BY DAN O'MEARA
HrAPF WRrTza

With the return of 11 varsity
players, including most valuable
player Ron Salomonson, the
Farmington baseball team antici-
pates improvement this yeer.
© Coach Kevin Kanaman hopes
an added year of msturity and ex-
perience will give a veteran pitch-
ing stalf the edge needed to help
the Falcons better a 8-22 record.

Seniors Dave Schall, Salomon-
son and Mike Williama, the lone
lefty, and sophomore Nick Latra
‘were varsity hurlers last year.
Schall pitched the most innings
{62), but the work was pretty
cvmly divided.

It won't be a surprise to Kana-
‘man if Latra (2-3), who had a 2-
to-] ratlo of strikeouts {(44) to
‘walks (24) in 38 inninga and
‘Team-best 3.63 eamned run aver-
uge, becomea the workhorso this

-’u‘;llllnm {1-5) pitched well in &
2.1.loss to Clasa A semifinalist
Westland John Glenn in which he
struck out 13. Schall had a 4-7
record and Salomonson 2-6.
t “The yl!chln‘ staff |s obviously
» veteran stafl,” Kansman sald.
“Hop-ful]y. we can throw strikes.
l'-l'l}}xli we'll do well as a pitching
atafl

] BASEBALL

Veteran catcher Aaron Cagnon
was & two-year starter but truns.
ferred to Wayne Memorial; how.
ever, the Falcons have junior Dale
Domas to take his place. Domas,
who hit 286 with five doubles,
played second base but also has
experienco behind the plate.

“I don‘t think we'll bv huzt at
all (by the loss of Cagnon),”
Kansman said. “I'm not worried
about that position. Dale is one of
our beat athletes,”

Willlams (.233) and Salomon-
son will be regulars at other posi-
tions when they're not pitching.
Willlams will start at first bass
snd Salomonson, who led the
team In average (.309), hitting
chances (97), hits (30), doubles
(five) and RBI (17}, shortatop.

Either sophomore Dan
McLaughlin, who lettered but
spent most of last year on the JV,
or Latra, who will be the backup
shortstop, will play second base.
Junior Curt Katais (.250) is a var-
aity voteran who (s slated to play
fnll time at third.

“[ think we're strong (nn the In.
field),” Kansman sald. “We have
some good players st key posi-
tions; we have some talent there.

“Wo hope to be defensively
sound. We have to get the ball
over the plate, so the defense can
be stronger.”

Kansman went with a prep ver-
slon of the youth movement late
last season, finishing the year
with three sophomoures and four
freahmen on the varsity.

That is most evident in the out-
field where sophomores Tom
Mondoux and Jake Siskoaky were
starters in left snd center, respec-
tively. Senlor Jeff Drummond
also returns in right, and senior
Mike Pringle, the most-improved
player in 1993, can play any of the
positiona.

The other players are juniors
Adam Smith (outfield), Scott
Brown (cstcher), Phil Carson
(first hase) and John Huhn (sec-
ond bass), All wers on the JV.
Senior Infielder John Kayayan
mada the varsity for the first time
but suffered a season-ending knee
injury in cazly practices,

“l think we're golng to have
some fun and we're going to do
well,” Kanaman said. “We're a
relativaly young team, but most
everybody has varsity experlenee
T expect a lot out of these guys.”

Farmington begins the season
Saturday, playing host to Howell
in a 2 p.m. doubleheader.

CC gets new home diamond

B\' Bi l.An EMONg

: Red!ord C-thal[c Central’s
basebel! team will enjoy some.
‘thing new this season — & home-
‘fisld advantage.
. e Si will move out

distrit championship, lost five
playsrs to the eullm ranks in-
cluding first-tsam Ali-Area pitch-
er Brian Paluk {Baginaw Vailey
State) and second-team plck Joff
Gutt (Madonna),

Also graduated are Brisn Hicka
(Eastern Michigan), Aaron Ba.

(4.2, 2.33) and Justin Stankewicz
(transfer from Gabrio! Richard)
may hold the key, however, to
CC'’s succesa In 1894,

Andy Slankater, a senlor, will
inherit Juatice's ehorts Job,
while senlor J. Rozum will play

Thulfﬂt

%ﬂ% ptufmdbodqnmbuimplm:m&hln! -

‘of Capitol Park and Into the third base and senior Dave Kapla v
friendly confines directly across blez (Hillsdale) and Eric Justics  is penciled [n for center flald. &mn#w&#u&&ﬂnhﬂvﬁap Eru F"‘”‘“’“M Bat oo e e
‘the strest from the school on (Blena Helghts), Among the new f{aces are junior “’th’“ F""‘W “'”’ (IID)JTI-OIN.
‘Breakfast Drive. Bocond-tesm All-Area catcher  third baseman/outfielder Joff Ga. berboe { Vien
.. CC's will be Sat-  Juan Sanchez, who hit 321 ayear jewskl and ‘junior designated winzunghee whdmﬂmﬂwmﬂm
urday, Apri! 16, agalnat the Uni- ago, Is a dandy behind the plate, {tter Ken Marzac, h-lﬁ&rﬁnlhhr Dt Vipars bocke!
M 1y, wenior second hase- The Shamrocka play in ona of
‘Shamrocks opens the season Pri- man Mike Brusseau (313) s ons  the state's toughest divisions.
‘day as ooe of four teams in the of the area’s top on-base percent- t year, Warren DeLaSaile 1
Tournament of Champlons at mumau.ﬂadmﬂnlhlnt cams away with both the Catholic
‘Madonna P . ; lauuc and state tournsment ti- 8‘0 (™
Ricas e Py oo mmoduet ‘f.” e “Notre Dame (Harper Woods),
o on moul n ; lame (Harper .
i “Thae kids are very axcited,” CC [y Daye Busalls, who was 53 has two senior pitchers llke ya," htmuw-nmmmwwawammmmmhmmm
e T A 21.10 over- 1 b e yas 08 tha COvire . bt you st coumthem vt BB ' '
. X b fin -10 aver- I8 in his year.on vAr. t you can't eount them out. : :
‘all #pd won the Catbal 1y, At “And (Dearbom) Divine Chiid [N TICKET ACKAGFSSI'ARIINGUNDERS]OO‘
Right-banders Andy Kummer . . lnohsm;lnl.hothnbmk& B
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