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Sever leads Falcons in 94

BY DAN O'MEARA
HEUY Wes

A successful softball season for
Farmington High will depend
largely on what six retuming
starters and 8 new pitcher do.

The Falcons, who were 6-18,
have one of the top players in the
area in senior shortstop Jennifer
Sever. The four-year startor hit
560 with 10 doubles, eight triples,
three homers and 30 RBI last
year,

“She's rea! strong defensively,
and she's anly hitting ber pitch at
bat,” Farmington coach Julie In-
galls said “She haa really learned
to discipline hersclf. She's
Jearned to practice how she wants
to play in a game.

“She's real mullmnl about the
game and ready to play. You can
tell she did a lot of work during
the winter.”

‘The other retuming starters are
senjors Marlo Walker, Suzanne
Msjor and Sara Thomas and
saphomores Dina Aon and Teresa
Lindenmuth.

But the key player could be
freshman Alina Heikkinen, who
replaces  Suzanne Carlson at
pitcher. Heikkinen has experience
and pitched in the Incredible
Fast-Pitch League last summer.

“She has good apeed and con-
trol as far as being in the area of
the plate.” Ingalls said. “She has
& tendency to get high or low, so
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we're working with her on her re.
lease.

“Sever (a backup pitcher along
with Major) pitches for location
and makes them hit whero she
wants them to hit. She's not a
strikeout pitcher; whereas, Alina
has speed and all that will come.

“From last summer to what she
has shown in the gym, the gitl
(Walker) who caught for her was
quite amated.”

Walker missed part of last sea-
son with pneumonia but still hit
292 and Is ready to resume her
duties at catcher.

*“She's worked a lot on her de.
fense, and she has a lot more con-
fidence in her arm as far as pick-
ing people off first or throwing it
down,” Ingalls said,

Major returns at first base after
hitting .343 and is backed by jun-
ior Tammy Walker, who will play
when Major pltches. Aon, who

catcher when Walker was
w!. hit .255 and has experience at
second base.

“She's real quick so she can
cover a lot of ground,” Ingalls sald
of Aon. “She does & nice job on
bunt coversge with the second
baseman coming in.”

‘Thomas, who batted .448 and

bad 10 doubles, 15 runs and five
RBI, will start in center fleld
Apln. !.lndcnmut.b inleft.

ed good inside
bumu, hut vu !umn t been mble
to do s lot on defense,” Ingalla
sald. “She can do it all on offense.
Teresa s quick, so I'd like her to
learn to bunt; she covers u lot of
ground in the outfleld.”

Freshman Kristen Siskosky
will play third base and also hes
experience playing in the Incredl.
ble league.

‘The roater also includes junior
Lindsey Piel, who led the JV In
nearly every category, first-year
senlor Amy Wagner and sopho-
mores Karen Moore and Katie
Lukusise,

“These plAyen understand the
team concept,” Ingalls sald “I
hope the experience they had
makes them intelligent players as
{ar as the situational part of th
game. They scem to have more
desire to play ball as & group.

“We could be (contenders) as
long na we have offense. Wo want
to be strong defensively, but wo
want to be the one (the oppanent
is) playing agaminst, ﬂ;hun‘ our
hits, our speed on the base
paths.”

‘The Falcons, who wers 2.8 in
the Lakes Division, begin the sea-
san Tuesday at defending West-
em Lakes champion Plymouth
Canton.

Hauwks aim for record wins

BY DAN O'MEARA
HTAry WarmIn

Farmington Hills Harrison bas *
a simple goal, as veteran coach
Mike Teachman describes it, for
the 1994 softball season.

The Hawks want to win a
schuol-record number of games.
‘That means & minimum of 14 vic-
tories, but Harrison has 30 games
todoit.

That might also be scen as 2
lofty objective for many teams, in-
cluding the Hawks, who wers 6-17
and bave struggled to be competi-
tive in the past.

But Harrison believes it atarted
to turn the corner last yesr and
bas the ability to achieve ita goal.

Raiders

from page 1B

“We to have one of our
better years defensively, because
most of the girls have one if not
two years of experience on the
varsity Jevel” Brubaker said. “If
they're the ball players
they are, they should step up and
handleit.”

Sophomare Renee Ouellette re-
turns in center field, and Kelman

left. Returning
jnmor Lynette Zslasko is the
ng candidate to start io right
ﬁeld. but North also returns sen-
Kandra FPalerios, Jesalca
Luhtlnd.hu Singer. Jmﬁaflﬂ-
len Berman and msuyhn
are new varsity players who
can play first base or DH.
Brubaker likes the aggressive,
bustling play of Kalmn.whol:u
260 and had an uupdannl
bese percentage -ulkln‘w
times and being hit 15. She also
bad 15 RBL

- “She's fearless when it comes
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The Hawks lost only one starter
(first baseman Heather Hopkins)
and return 10 players, but Teach-
man will carry only 12,

“This is as good an athletic and
academic group as we've ever had
at Harrison,” Teachman said.
“They want to succeed in every-
thing they do and succeed now.

“We have to develop patience
and the idea we're going to learn
as the scasan goes on. We went to
be in every ball game, and we'd
like be .500.

*“But it still cornes down to exe-
cuting the fundamentals. If we
don't give teams four- and five-
out innings, we might have a
chance to compete for the division
title, but we're in the tougher di-
vision. Wo have no touches on our
:?l" -.fzdw have to play each one

ce.

Like any good team, the Hawks
have a quality player at shortatop
in senior four-year starter Aman-
da Ault, who hit .346, scored 19
runs, hed 15 RBI and stole 22
bases.

“She got a scholarship in vol-
leybal! (to Central Mn:him). but
she's no slouch in this spont,”
Teschman said. “Sba bolds al-
most every carcer record and if
sbe docsn't she will by ths end of
the year.”

Teachman will move junior all.
division outfielder Jenny Myslin-
ski to first baso in place of Hop-
kins. She holds single-season

for runs (28), hits (34), ex-

records
tra-base hits {10), home runs (3)
and stolen beses (23). She batted

ber batting sversgs
the team with 16 RBI after mak-
ing the switch.
“We found out she didn’t really

like and it started to
affect her hitting,” Teachman
said. “We relieved her of it and
that's when her average started to
g0 up. She probably added 100
pointa.”

The Hawks have two experi-
enced catchers in  sophomore
Kristen Koziara, who can also
pitch, and junior Kathy Schneid-
er, a line-drive hitter who batted
.281 and had 12 RBL

Senjor Becky Macek or junior
Jodi Barringsr will play second
base. Teschman calls Macek
(.209) a possession batter who
puts the bat on the ball and
doesn't strike out much. Barr.
inger hit 242 and can play out-
field, too.

“For us, this is the best we've
everbeen at all positions,” Teach-
tman said. “We have depth at all
positions. But with 12 people, if
samebody gets burt, the depth
doesn’t Jook too good.”

‘The Hawks should be in good
shape for the next threo years at
pitcher, sccording to Teachman.
Erin Lacosse is a junlor end Holly
Foster, a sophomore.

Lacosse, who was 3-8 after tak-
ing over from Geary, went to sev-
eral pitching camps and should
be improved. Foster started pitch-
ing last summer, showed poten-
tia} in the Incredible Fast-Pitch

r Kelly Lacosse returns.
center ﬂzld. Sha hit only .167, but
the Hawka need ber defense more.

ting should be better since they
correcied a flaw in her style. “I
like to bat her ninth because sho
can run and I don’t like
to clog the bases for the leadoff
l‘:l‘un. She's like a pre-leadoff

and
field and hit .232, also can play
the outfield.

$tar
shortstop:
Senior.Jen-
nifer Sever
begins her
fourth year
in the Farm-
ington start-
ing lineup.
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