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Oakland County not immune to tornado’s twist
Twister tips help residents set sights on safety .

By BiLL CouTANT
Hrary Warrsz

° The tecent deadly tornadoes in
the South killed at Jeast 37 people
and grabbed the headlines, but
{hkiand County is not immune to
xuch disastess.
* In fact, late winter and early
vpring are the most likely times
for tornadoes in this area

1At this time of year you have a
tat. of milder air coming in and
still & lot of cold air coming from
the north,” raid Bill Babeock of
the National Weather Service in
White Lake Township. ™ \lulhn
Nature abhors difTe

and Farmington Hills aren't in a
high-volume area for tornadoes,
they are near one of the atate's
three worat areas for the disasters.

One of the arcas is in Kent
County, near Grand Rapids and
one is along the state’s southem
border (Lenawee County especial-
ly). But the other arca extends
from Genesee County southeast
to northern Oakland County.

“In fact, the Iast tornado to kill
over 100 people was the Beecher
tormado in 1953 (in scuthern
Genesee County),” Babeock said.

Although no one in Michigan

Babowck said while Farmington

Seo TWISTERS, 7A

Here are some tornado safety
tips:
@ Hove emergency supplies on
hand during tomado seasan.

M Keep a battery-operated radio,
& Nashlight and a supply of fresh
batteries in a convenient place.

@ Know the location of designat-
ed shelter areas in public build-
ings such as schools and shopping
centers.

@ Make an inventory of house-

hold furnishings and other pos-
scasions.
® Be surv everyone in your house-
hold knowa in advance where to
go and what to do in cass of a tor-
nado waming.

When a tornado threatens:

B Stay away from doors, windows
and outside walls. Protect your
head.

M In homes and small buildings,
go to the basement or to an interi-

or part on the lowest level. Get
under something sturdy.

@ In schools, hospitals, and pub-
lic places, move to designated
shelter arcas.

M In moblle homen or vehicles,
leave them and go to tho nearest
shelter or llo In a ditch and shield
your head with your arms.

Aftor a tarnado:

W lnspect your property, includ-
ing vebicles, for damage. Check

for clectrical problems and gas
1caks and roport them to the pow:,
or company.

W Stay out ‘of dameged buildings

_until you nro sure they are safe.

A Secure your property from fur-
ther damago or theft,

& Use only approved or chlorinat.
ed supplles of drinking water,

@ Check food aupplies. Some food
may contain particles of glass or
debrin,
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Our spec1a1 program w111 help you
celebrate a new life.’

Whether you think you may need help or you know someone who does, we're here
for you. Botsford General Hospital is reaching out to the people of our community with
a wide range of chemical dependency and mental health programs through Eastwood
at Botsford Family Services.

Our center provides medically supervised, outpatient programs such as Individual
and group therapy, and treatment services for people of all ages. We understand what
you're going through and want to help you by providing personal, compasslonate care
that considers your individual needs and concems.

In many cases, addictive tendencies are inherited or prompted by unresolved
personal problems, Substance abuse isrit Just a social problem; 1t a real threat to
your health and quality of life. .

We want to keep you out of the hospital, but we need your help. Don't put it
off. call Eastwood at Botsford Famlly Services at 537 mo today to schedule

an appolntment or for more Inl'omatlon. general
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