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Coming Up Roses

Shrub roses need little upkeep, just as beautiful

by Juar Boram
speciat writer

Fosails found in Europe, Asia and
Norh America indicate that roses existed
approximately 30 million yeans ago, The
carliest representations of ruses have been
tound vn jewelry and omaments from
Minoan civilization, which flourished on
the island of Crete from about 2800 to
2100 B.C. Roses have figured prominent-
Iy in literature and art ever since; the rose
windows of the great cathedrals Europe
are the most famous examples.

Roses are one of the oldest cultivated
omamental plants in our gardens. A good
reason for this is that membens of the
species rosa grow in almost every ¢li-
mate, from the equator to the Arctic
Circle. Closer to home, there is scarcely a
flower gardencr who doesn’t have a rose
bush or two, and many gandeners have
dozens of roses and very little else.

Hybrid teas have been a rose Jovens'
fasurite ever since they were introduced
in 1867, and their popularity is us strong
as ever today. However, many gandenens
are learning to appreciate the qualities of
shrub roses.,

While these hardy bushes will proba.
bly never overtake the teas, sales are
Increasing every yeur.

“They 're luw maintenance plants,”
says Loren Blum, who orders at least 300
varieties of soses for the English Gardens
stores from his base in West Bloomtield.
“They don’t have 10 be pruned. except for
2 little shaping hete and there, And you
don't have to cover them in the winter,
although it’s wise 10 mulch them after the
tirt hard frost.™

Another quality grower appreciate.
he says, is the striking mass of bloom.
While some plants offer a lavish display

of blooms all at ope time, some Nowers
continue 10 bloom the rest of the season.

Rather than planting onc bush here
and one bush there, Blum says some peo-
ple are planting them as fowering
hedges. He also surmises that home owa-
o are compensating for smaller garden-
ing areas by cramming in more plants,
and shrub roses are casily combined with
other shrubs or flowering perennials,
Floribundas are ideal roses to mix with
other plants — the flowers grow in clus-
ters and are bom continuously and in pro-
fusion.

Delphiniums, liatris, phlox, foxglove.
corul bells, baby’s breath, heather and
Javender are alt delicate flowers that com-
pliment roses, Old-fashioned flowers with

muted cofors are not only ideal rose com-
panions, but tegether they make up a cot-
tage garden, which Blum says is making
a comeback in many modem gardens.
However, he adds, make sure that
these, or any plants, must be planted far
enough apan so they do not block, crowd,
or distract attention from the roses.
“Annuats such as bachelor's button,
alyssum and annual chrysanthemums in
pastel colons go well with roses,” he says,
but uvoid Nashicr annuals such as zin«
nias, which will uverwhelm roses.”
British hybridizer David Austin has
developed a scries of extremely popular
modem “0ld English” shrub-type roses.
Blum has doubled 1993 quantities of the
fragrant plants,
“Fragrance is being bred

back into roses,” Blum says, “It's been
missing for a long time. One rose in a cat-
atog is described as *smelling like cheap
perfume.’ 1 don't know if that's an asset
or not.™

O1d garden roses, which have been in
cultivation since befors the development
of the modemn hybrid ruse, are regaiaing
some of the popularity they enjoyed in
cartier times. In general, old roses are
hearty and fragrant.

“The only problem with the antique
roses is that people want 1o spray them,”
Blum says. “And they have a negative
reaction 10 chemical sprays, Most old
roses are naturally discase-resistant, but
people feel they have to spray them.”
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Shrub rosas, such as thesa olferad by Jackson and Porkins, are easy to
carp for, and just as prolly as tea roses. While coma offer such a lavish
display like this all at once, you can find buses that will bloom all sea-
son.

Scented geraniums, unusual gingers and
other rarities highlight annual perennial sale

New variations on treasured garden
favorites will be the highlight of this
year's Spring Perennial Sale sponsored
by the Friends of Marthaci Botanical
Gardens in Ann Arbor.

The sale, scheduled for April 29 and
May | from 10 a.m. tv 4 p.m. at the gar-
dens, will feature more than 20,000 plants
to entice both the novice and the sophisti-
cated gardener.

This annual springtime fundraiser
includes old favorites such as wildflow-
ers, perennials for both sun and shade,
hetbs and scented geraniums. The sale
will also offer rock garden plants, ferns,
omamcntal grasses, ground COvCTs, roscs,
vines, it ing baskets and bicnnial

Several new cultivars of old favorites
such as climbing ¢l is vines, uniq
iris cultivars, bicnnials, unusual gingers
and an assortment of hanging baskets will

The
Matthaci
Botanical
Gardens is

be available, Also a main feature are the
various cultivars of scented geraniums,
including frag Imond, lemon balm,
pink champagne and orange.

Through the spring percnnial sale,
experts will be on hand to answer your
questions.

Friday cvening on April 29, from 3 -
7 p.m. ix the members pre-sale. If you
want to become a member of the Friends
of Matthaei Botanical Gardens, you can
Join at the door and have first pick of the
plants before the sale opens to the public.

located at 1800
N. Dixboro Rd.
in Ann Arbor,
172 mile south
of the Plymouth
Rd. intersec-
tion. There is no
admission fee
and parking is
{ree. For infor-
mation about
the sale, call
(313) 998-706%. }




