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There’s radical moon
on the rise in April

During  the
second  half of
Apil, the moon
will be guing ta
extremes:  [irat
the farthest new
moun of the year,
followed Ly the
year's closest full
moun, and then a
weak meteor
shower.

The orhit of
the moon, like
the arbits of the
plancts, is not circular. The
moon's orbit is clliptical tmval), so
there is a point where the moun is
close to the earth, and another
point where it is (ar away. The av-
erage distance from the earth to
the moon is 384,404 kilometers
{about 233,330 miles). On April
11 the new moon will be 406,468
kilometers (252,010 miles) away
from the carth. the farthest it will
be all year. (Next month's new
moon will cause a rare annular
eclipse of the sun that will be visi-
hle from our area! Details will ap-
pearin the May Skywatch.)

Watch as the moon waxes dur.
ing the next week. No, the moun
will not be polishing furniture;
the crescent will be getting fatter.

An anniversary worth noting
will ocvur on April 14; it will be
the 365th anniversary of the birth
of astronomer Christian Huygens
{HOY gens). Huygens made sev.
cral remarkable advances in as.
tronomy: It was he who first dis-
covered the rings orbiting Satum,
and he also discovered Titan, Sa.
turn’s largest moon. In addition,
he invented the pendulum clock,
which allowed for precise, accu-
rate observations with respect to
the time an object crossed the lo-
cal meridian,

The bright orange-red star to
the left of the moon on the eve-
ning of the 15th will be Betel.
gruse (“Beetle-juice™), the "arm.
pit™ of Orion (oh RYAN) the
hunter. On th= following evening
the moon will be above and to the
right of Betelgeuse.

‘The moon will be within the
constellstion of Gemini on the
evening of the 15th. The twins,
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Pollux and Castor, cach marked
by a bright star, will be above the
moon. On the following evening
the moon will be located below
and to the left of Pollux. The
bright atar below and to the left of
the moon will be Procyon (PRO
secon).

First quarter moon will official-
Ly oceur at 10:34 p.m. on April 18,
The moon will have completed
the fisst.quarter of its  orbit
around the earth.

Regulus (REG you lus), the
“heart” of Leo the lon, will be the
bright star above and to the left of
the moon on the 20th. Notice how
far the moon will have mo\«l in

some Native American Indians.
This full moon will just happen
tu occur when the moon is at peri.
gre, its closest to the carth. The
moon will be located 356,928 ki-
lometers {221,295 miles) making
this the closest full moon of the
year. Pleasc don't expect to sce an
unusual number of “lunatics™
running sround and growing hair
on their palms; while some “ex-
perts” claim that human behavior
is influenced by the moon, just as
many others say there is no influ-
ence at all. It stands to reason:
The moon is always in orhit
samewhere around the earth, 1f it
lnﬂuem*ed human behavior, that
wuuld be an

just one night; on the [
evening the moon will be located
below and to the left of Regulus.

The annuat Lyrid meteor show-
er will reach its peak during the
predawn hours of April 22. The
Lyrid shower is named for the
constellation of Lyra, from which
the meteors appear to radiate.
This is not one of the year's better
displays; expect to see an average
of only 15 metears esch hour.
Lyra will be dsing in the north-
east around 8:00 p.n. and will be
nearly overhead at 5:00 a.m. Look
for the bright blue.white stap
Vega (VEE ga), the brightest star
in Lyra. It is also the 5th bright-
et star in the sky and fairly close
to us; only 27 light-years away.

The moon will be located di-
rectly below the star Spica (SPY
ka). in Virge, on the evening of
the 24th. Notice Jupiter, the
bright object below and to the left
of the moon. On the following eve-
ning the moon will be seated just
to the right of Jupiter. Now, look
toward the weat and locate bril
liant Venus, just three degrees be
low and to the left of the Pleiades.
Believe it or not, Venus will come
to within seven degrees of Jupiter
by Sept. 23,

Full moon

Full moon will officially occcur
at 3:45 p.m. on April 25. The
moon will be opposite the sun, a3
seen from the earth, and will be
fully lighted. The April full moon
was often called the “Grass
Moon™ or the “Egg Moon™ by

not dependent on how much of
the moon was being illuminated
at any given moment. &

Fur those of you who are carly
risers, look toward the southwest
before sunrise on the 26th and
you'll find the moon to the left of
Jupiter, just below the star Alpha
Libzae, also known as Zeubenel-
genuhi (ZOO ben el gen YOU
bee). Try saying that fast three
times in a row!

Faster than you can say Zeu.
benelgenubi, the moon will be
moving into the constellation of
Scorpius, for the second time this
month. The moon will be located
above and to the left of Antares,
near its location back on April 1.

Jupiter will be at apposition on
the moming of April 30. The
planct will be opposite the sun, os
seen from the carth. Like the full
moon, Jupiter will rise as the sun
sets, be visible all night, and set
when the sun rises. Since the
carth and Jupiter are on the same
side of the sun, that planet will be
favorably placed for observing
during the next several months.

An excellent aid for learning
constellations and keeping up to
date with the sky is the monthly
“Sky Calendar”, available from
Abrams Planetarium, Michigan
State University, East Lansing,
48824. A one year subscription is
$7.50.
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Pharmacist

Phammacist’, I shown

mmmm
i stacks of lfiers from heppy momen who love his EBS Wrinkde Cream.
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Millions of wornen have purchased

I | EBS and calls and lettery that flow in

B around the world telling him they | works...

ll Sove his E8S Wrinkle Cream, which
be developed.

. “No wondes they love EBS,”

il Heldfond says. "It really works,
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youngee”. “11:( [nr sample really
conyinced me.

This woman's Setter especially B
pleases Phasmacist Heldfood . “f tried
everything on the market and B
nothing made a difference. Then

1t's simple. You make all of your foan mu on time, and we'll write you a rebate check worth five percent
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